september 13

READ
DANIEL 3-4

CHAPTER 3
EBUCHADNEZZAR the king
made an image of gold, whose

height was threescore cubits, and
the breadth thereof six cubits: he
set it up in the plain of Dura, in the
province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the
king sent to gather together the
princes, the governors, and the cap-
tains, the judges, the treasurers,
the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all
the rulers of the provinces, to come
to the dedication of the image
which Nebuchadnezzar the king
had set up.

3 Then the princes, the gover-
nors, and captains, the judges, the
treasurers, the counsellors, the
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the
provinces, were gathered together
unto the dedication of the image
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had
set up; and they stood before the
image that Nebuchadnezzar had
set up.

4 Then an herald cried aloud, To
you it is commanded, O people,
nations, and languages,

5 That at what time ye hear the
sound of the cornet, flute, harp,
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all
kinds of musick, ye fall down and
worship the golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set
up:

6 And whoso falleth not down
and worshippeth shall the same
hour be cast into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace.

7 Therefore at that time, when
all the people heard the sound of
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, and all kinds of musick,
all the people, the nations, and the
languages, fell down and wor-
shipped the golden image that Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up.

8 J Wherefore at that time cer-
tain Chaldeans came near, and
accused the Jews.

9 They spake and said to the
king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live
for ever.

10 Thou, O king, hast made a
decree, that every man that shall
hear the sound of the cornet, flute,
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dul-
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cimer, and all kinds of musick,
shall fall down and worship the
golden image:

11 And whoso falleth not down
and worshippeth, that he should be
cast into the midst of a burning
fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom
thou hast set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego; these
men, O king, have not regarded
thee: they serve not thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which
thou hast set up.

13 { Then Nebuchadnezzar in
his rage and fury commanded to
bring Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. Then they brought these
men before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and
said unto them, Is it true, O
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
do not ye serve my gods, nor wor-
ship the golden image which I have
set up?

15 Now if ye be ready that at
what time ye hear the sound of the
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all
kinds of musick, ye fall down and
worship the image which I have
made; well: but if ye worship not,
ye shall be cast the same hour into

the midst of a burning fiery fur-
nace; and who is that God that
shall deliver you out of my hands?

16  Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, answered and said to
the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we
are not careful to answer thee in
this matter.

17 If it be so, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O
king.

18 But if not, be it known unto
thee, O king, that we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.

19 | Then was Nebuchadnezzar
full of fury, and the form of his vis-
age was changed against Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego: therefore
he spake, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace one
seven times more than it was wont
to be heated.

20 And he commanded the most
mighty men that were in his army
to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, and to cast them into
the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound
in their coats, their hosen, and
their hats, and their other gar-
ments, and were cast into the midst
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of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s
commandment was urgent, and the
furnace exceeding hot, the flame of
the fire slew those men that took
up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego.

23 And these three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
fell down bound into the midst of
the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the
king was astonied, and rose up in
haste, and spake, and said unto his
counsellors, Did not we cast three
men bound into the midst of the
fire? They answered and said unto
the king, True, O king.

25 He answered and said, Lo, I
see four men loose, walking in the
midst of the fire, and they have no
hurt; and the form of the fourth is
like the Son of God.

26 | Then Nebuchadnezzar came
near to the mouth of the burning
fiery furnace, and spake, and said,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
ye servants of the most high God,
come forth, and come hither. Then
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
came forth of the midst of the fire.

27 And the princes, governors,
and captains, and the king’s coun-
sellors, being gathered together,

saw these men, upon whose bodies
the fire had no power, nor was an
hair of their head singed, neither
were their coats changed, nor the
smell of fire had passed on them.

28. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake,
and said, Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
who hath sent his angel, and deliv-
ered his servants that trusted in
him, and have changed the king’s
word, and yielded their bodies, that
they might not serve nor worship
any god, except their own God.

29 Therefore I make a decree,
That every people, nation, and lan-
guage, which speak any thing
amiss against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, shall be
cut in pieces, and their houses shall
be made a dunghill: because there
is no other God that can deliver
after this sort.

30 Then the king promoted
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
in the province of Babylon.

CHAPTER 4
EBUCHADNEZZAR the king,
unto all people, nations, and

languages, that dwell in all the
earth; Peace be multiplied unto
you.

2 I thought it good to shew the
signs and wonders that the high
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God hath wrought toward me.

3 How great are his signs! and
how mighty are his wonders! his
kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and his dominion is from gen-
eration to generation.

4 q I Nebuchadnezzar was at
rest in mine house, and flourishing
in my palace:

5 I saw a dream which made me
afraid, and the thoughts upon my
bed and the visions of my head
troubled me.

6 Therefore made I a decree to
bring in all the wise men of Baby-
lon before me, that they might
make known unto me the interpre-
tation of the dream.

7 Then came in the magicians,
the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and
the soothsayers: and I told the
dream before them; but they did
not make known unto me the inter-
pretation thereof.

8  But at the last Daniel came
in before me, whose name was Bel-
teshazzar, according to the name of
my god, and in whom is the spirit
of the holy gods: and before him I
told the dream, saying,

9 O Belteshazzar, master of the
magicians, because I know that the
spirit of the holy gods is in thee,
and no secret troubleth thee, tell

me the visions of my dream that I
have seen, and the interpretation
thereof.

10 Thus were the visions of mine
head in my bed; I saw, and behold a
tree in the midst of the earth, and
the height thereof was great.

11 The tree grew, and was
strong, and the height thereof
reached unto heaven, and the sight
thereof to the end of all the earth:

12 The leaves thereof were fair,
and the fruit thereof much, and in
it was meat for all: the beasts of the
field had shadow under it, and the
fowls of the heaven dwelt in the
boughs thereof, and all flesh was
fed of it.

13 I saw in the visions of my
head upon my bed, and, behold, a
watcher and an holy one came
down from heaven;

14 He cried aloud, and said
thus, Hew down the tree, and cut
off his branches, shake off his
leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the
beasts get away from under it, and
the fowls from his branches:

15 Nevertheless leave the stump
of his roots in the earth, even with
a band of iron and brass, in the ten-
der grass of the field; and let it be
wet with the dew of heaven, and let
his portion be with the beasts in
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the grass of the earth:

16 Let his heart be changed
from man’s, and let a beast’s heart
be given unto him; and let seven
times pass over him.

17 This matter is by the decree
of the watchers, and the demand by
the word of the holy ones: to the
intent that the living may know
that the most High ruleth in the
kingdom of men, and giveth it to
whomsoever he will, and setteth up
over it the basest of men.

18 This dream I king Nebuchad-
nezzar have seen. Now thou, O Bel-
teshazzar, declare the interpreta-
tion thereof, forasmuch as all the
wise men of my kingdom are not
able to make known unto me the
interpretation: but thou art able;
for the spirit of the holy gods is in
thee.

19 { Then Daniel, whose name
was Belteshazzar, was astonied for
one hour, and his thoughts troubled
him. The king spake, and said, Bel-
teshazzar, let not the dream, or the
interpretation thereof, trouble thee.
Belteshazzar answered and said,
My lord, the dream be to them that
hate thee, and the interpretation
thereof to thine enemies.

20 The tree that thou sawest,
which grew, and was strong, whose

height reached unto the heaven,
and the sight thereof to all the
earth;

21 Whose leaves were fair, and
the fruit thereof much, and in it
was meat for all; under which the
beasts of the field dwelt, and upon
whose branches the fowls of the
heaven had their habitation:

22 It is thou, O king, that art
grown and become strong: for thy
greatness is grown, and reacheth
unto heaven, and thy dominion to
the end of the earth.

23 And whereas the king saw a
watcher and an holy one coming
down from heaven, and saying,
Hew the tree down, and destroy it;
yet leave the stump of the roots
thereof in the earth, even with a
band of iron and brass, in the ten-
der grass of the field; and let it be
wet with the dew of heaven, and let
his portion be with the beasts of the
field, till seven times pass over
him;

24 This is the interpretation, O
king, and this is the decree of the
most High, which is come upon my
lord the king:

25 That they shall drive thee
from men, and thy dwelling shall
be with the beasts of the field, and
they shall make thee to eat grass
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as oxen, and they shall wet thee
with the dew of heaven, and seven
times shall pass over thee, till thou
know that the most High ruleth in
the kingdom of men, and giveth it
to whomsoever he will.

26 And whereas they command-
ed to leave the stump of the tree
roots; thy kingdom shall be sure
unto thee, after that thou shalt
have known that the heavens do
rule.

27 Wherefore, O king, let my
counsel be acceptable unto thee,
and break off thy sins by righteous-
ness, and thine iniquities by shew-
ing mercy to the poor; if it may be a
lengthening of thy tranquillity.

28 q All this came upon the king
Nebuchadnezzar.

29 At the end of twelve months
he walked in the palace of the king-
dom of Babylon.

30 The king spake, and said, Is
not this great Babylon, that I have
built for the house of the kingdom
by the might of my power, and for
the honour of my majesty?

31 While the word was in the
king’s mouth, there fell a voice
from heaven, saying, O king Neb-
uchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken;
The kingdom is departed from thee.

32 And they shall drive thee

from men, and thy dwelling shall
be with the beasts of the field: they
shall make thee to eat grass as
oxen, and seven times shall pass
over thee, until thou know that the
most High ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and giveth it to whomsoever
he will.

33 The same hour was the thing
fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and
he was driven from men, and did
eat grass as oxen, and his body was
wet with the dew of heaven, till his
hairs were grown like eagles’ feath-
ers, and his nails like birds’ claws.

34. And at the end of the days I
Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine
eyes unto heaven, and mine under-
standing returned unto me, and I
blessed the most High, and I
praised and honoured him that
liveth for ever, whose dominion is
an everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom is from generation to gen-
eration:

35 And all the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing: and
he doeth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth: and none
can stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou?

36 At the same time my reason
returned unto me; and for the glory
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of my kingdom, mine honour and
brightness returned unto me; and
my counsellors and my lords
sought unto me; and I was estab-
lished in my kingdom, and excel-
lent majesty was added unto me.

37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar
praise and extol and honour the
King of heaven, all whose works
are truth, and his ways judgment:
and those that walk in pride he is
able to abase.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS

The fiery furnace incident is thought to have
occurred in the 18th year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign,
after Daniel and his three friends had been in Baby-
lon about 20 years.

Just as God had revealed to Daniel the dream of
Nebuchadnezzar, and its interpretation, years before,
He now puts into the hearts of these three men the
firm determination to be true to Him. He then goes
with them into the fire, not only to honor their faith,
but to demonstrate before the assembled dignitaries
the power of the God of Jerusalem over the boasted
gods of Babylon. Thus a second time God manifested
Himself in the palace of the mighty empire, and a
second time the mighty Nebuchadnezzar bowed
before God, and proclaimed Him to be the true God
to the utmost bounds of his empire.

Chapter 4 is actually an official Babylonian docu-
ment, written by King Nebuchadnezzar. It is the story
of his conversion, and what a story it is! Keep in mind
that it was written seven years after the experience
took place, so verses 1, 2, 3, and 37 are Nebuchad-
nezzar’s public testimony of what God did to him and
for him.

In chapter 4 we see the dream received (verses 4-
18); the dream revealed (verses 19-27); and the
dream realized (verses 28-36).

PROVERB FOR TODAY

“When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with
the lowly is wisdom” (Proverbs 11:2).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 28: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 10.

BIRTHDAY TODAY

MARY WILLIAMS

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1814

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
WAS WRITTEN.

Many recall the story of the battle between the
Americans and the British. Francis Scott Key was
watching at a distance during the crucial battle to see
which flag would be raised—the American or the
British. At the dawn of a new day, he saw the Ameri-
can flag raised. He was thrilled beyond expression as
he saw the raising of the American flag. It was then
he wrote these words:

Oh say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleam-
ing?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the per-
ilous fight

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly
streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there;
Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected, now shines on the stream:

‘Tis the star-spangled banner: O, long may it wave
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave!

And where is that band, who so vauntingly swore

That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,

A home and a country should leave us no more?

Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollu-
tion;
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No refuge could save the hireling and slave

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave.
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave,
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave!

O thus be it ever when free men shall stand

Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation;
Blest with victory and peace, may the Heaven rescued
land

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a
nation!

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just;

And this be our motto: “In God is our trust!”

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave!

Let us sing it today. Why not have the children
sing it at your family devotion, or sing it around the
table. Also, thank God today for our American her-
itage.

Just recently, it was my privilege to read some of
the original rules of one of the largest department
store chains in America. These rules were written
over one hundred years ago. Such things were men-
tioned as follows:

1. Every employee had to contribute at least
$5.00 a year to a church.

2. Every employee was required to attend Sun-
day school.

3. Every employee had to attend prayer meeting
on Wednesday night.

4. Any employee that danced was looked upon

with suspicion.
These were the rules set by the founder of one of the
large department store chains in America. Let us
thank God for the Christian heritage we have in
America. Then, let us pray for our nation as she tot-
ters on the bring of socialism, agnosticism, and even
atheism. Let us pray for America to put the Bible back
in the public schools and prayer back in the school
room. Thank God for America, for our national
anthem, and for Francis Scott Key.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1663
FIRST SERIOUS SLAVE CONSPIRACY IN

COLONIAL AMERICA. Plot of white servants and
slaves in Gloucester County, Va., was betrayed by an
indentured servant.

1867
GEN. E.R.S. CANBY ORDERED SOUTH CAR-
OLINA COURTS TO IMPANEL BLACK JURORS.

1881
LEWIS LATIMER INVENTED AND PATENTED
AN ELECTRIC LAMP with a carbon filament.

1886
ALAIN L LOVKE, PHILOSOPHER, BORN (death
in 1954).

1962

MISSISSIPPI GOVERNOR ROSS R. BARNETT
DEFIED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT in impas-
sioned speech on statewide radio-television hookup,
saying he would “interpose” the authority of the state
between the University of Mississippi and federal
judges who had ordered the admission of James H.
Meredith. Barnett said, “There is no case in history
where the Caucasian race has survived social integra-
tion.” He promised to go to jail if necessary to pre-
vent integration at the state university. His defiace set
the stage for the gravest federal state crisis since the
Civil War.

1962

PRESIDENT KENNEDY DENOUNCED THE
BURNING OF CHURCHES in Georgia and support-
ed voter registration drive in the South.

1971

FIFTEEN HUNDRED TROOPERS AND OFFI-
CERS STORMED THE ATTICA PRISON. Thirty-
two convicts and ten guards were killed. Investiga-
tion showed that nine of the ten guards were killed
by the storming party.

1972

TWO BLACKS, JOHNNY FORD OF TUSKEGEE
AND A.J. COOPER OF PRICHARD, ELECTED
MAYORS in Alabama.
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The 5tory of the Psalms

PSALMS 86

AUTHOR: David

THE STORY BEHIND THE PSALM:

It is not definite when David wrote this Psalm, and there are no
clues that lead us to find the answer. Verse 17 makes an interesting
statement, “Shew me a token for good; that they which hate me
may see it, and be ashamed: because Thou, Lord, hast holpen me,
and comforted me.” David is asking God to show his enemies that
God loves him. What enemies he is talking about is not clear, but
one thing is clear: David needs some reassurance of God’s love and
care, and he wants this reassurance to manifest itself in God making
others away of David’s relationship with Him.

THE WAY IT WAS USED BY GOD’S PEOPLE:
Its use is unknown.
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Ireasnre Path to sonl-Winnine

MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

EVIDENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION:
CHRIST’S BIOGRAPHY PREWRITTEN

(Assignment 28)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

His Birth (742 B.c.)

( ) Isaiah 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel. (Fulfilled—Matthew 1:23)

His Birth Place (710 B.c.)

( ) Micah 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting. (Fulfilled—Matthew 2:5-6)

Rejected by His own people (712 B.C.)

( ) Isaiah 53:3

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it
were our faces from him; he was despised and we esteemed him not. (Fulfilled—John 1:11)

Sold for 30 pieces of silver (487 B.c.)

( ) Zechariah 11:12

And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price: and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my
price thirty pieces of silver. (Fulfilled—Matthew 26:14-16)

Hands and feet pierced (1000 B.c.)

( ) Psalms 22:16

For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands
and my feet. (Fulfilled—John 19:37)
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