
CHAPTER 1

IN the third year of the reign of
Jehoiakim king of Judah came

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2  And the Lord gave Jehoiakim
king of Judah into his hand, with
part of the vessels of the house of
God: which he carried into the land
of Shinar to the house of his god;
and he brought the vessels into the
treasure house of his god.

3 ¶ And the king spake unto
Ashpenaz the master of his
eunuchs, that he should bring cer-
tain of the children of Israel, and of
the king’s seed, and of the princes;

4  Children in whom was no
blemish, but well favoured, and
skilful in all wisdom, and cunning
in knowledge, and understanding
science, and such as had ability in
them to stand in the king’s palace,
and whom they might teach the
learning and the tongue of the
Chaldeans.

5  And the king appointed them
a daily provision of the king’s meat,
and of the wine which he drank: so

nourishing them three years, that
at the end thereof they might stand
before the king.

6  Now among these were of the
children of Judah, Daniel, Hanani-
ah, Mishael, and Azariah:

7  Unto whom the prince of the
eunuchs gave names: for he gave
unto Daniel the name of Belteshaz-
zar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach;
and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to
Azariah, of Abednego.

8 ¶ But Daniel purposed in his
heart that he would not defile him-
self with the portion of the king’s
meat, nor with the wine which he
drank: therefore he requested of
the prince of the eunuchs that he
might not defile himself.

9  Now God had brought Daniel
into favour and tender love with
the prince of the eunuchs.

10  And the prince of the
eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear
my lord the king, who hath
appointed your meat and your
drink: for why should he see your
faces worse liking than the children
which are of your sort? then shall
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ye make me endanger my head to
the king.

11  Then said Daniel to Melzar,
whom the prince of the eunuchs
had set over Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah,

12  Prove thy servants, I beseech
thee, ten days; and let them give us
pulse to eat, and water to drink.

13  Then let our countenances be
looked upon before thee, and the
countenance of the children that
eat of the portion of the king’s
meat: and as thou seest, deal with
thy servants.

14  So he consented to them in
this matter, and proved them ten
days.

15  And at the end of ten days
their countenances appeared fairer
and fatter in flesh than all the chil-
dren which did eat the portion of
the king’s meat.

16  Thus Melzar took away the
portion of their meat, and the wine
that they should drink; and gave
them pulse.

17 ¶ As for these four children,
God gave them knowledge and skill
in all learning and wisdom: and
Daniel had understanding in all
visions and dreams.

18  Now at the end of the days
that the king had said he should

bring them in, then the prince of
the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar.

19  And the king communed with
them; and among them all was
found none like Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah: therefore
stood they before the king.

20  And in all matters of wisdom
and understanding, that the king
enquired of them, he found them
ten times better than all the magi-
cians and astrologers that were in
all his realm.

21  And Daniel continued even
unto the first year of king Cyrus.

CHAPTER 2

AND in the second year of the
reign of Nebuchadnezzar Neb-

uchadnezzar dreamed dreams,
wherewith his spirit was troubled,
and his sleep brake from him.

2  Then the king commanded to
call the magicians, and the
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and
the Chaldeans, for to shew the king
his dreams. So they came and stood
before the king.

3  And the king said unto them, I
have dreamed a dream, and my
spirit was troubled to know the
dream.

4  Then spake the Chaldeans to
the king in Syriack, O king, live for
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ever: tell thy servants the dream,
and we will shew the interpreta-
tion.

5  The king answered and said to
the Chaldeans, The thing is gone
from me: if ye will not make known
unto me the dream, with the inter-
pretation thereof, ye shall be cut in
pieces, and your houses shall be
made a dunghill.

6  But if ye shew the dream, and
the interpretation thereof, ye shall
receive of me gifts and rewards and
great honour: therefore shew me
the dream, and the interpretation
thereof.

7  They answered again and
said, Let the king tell his servants
the dream, and we will shew the
interpretation of it.

8  The king answered and said, I
know of certainty that ye would
gain the time, because ye see the
thing is gone from me.

9  But if ye will not make known
unto me the dream, there is but one
decree for you: for ye have prepared
lying and corrupt words to speak
before me, till the time be changed:
therefore tell me the dream, and I
shall know that ye can shew me the
interpretation thereof.

10 ¶ The Chaldeans answered
before the king, and said, There is

not a man upon the earth that can
shew the king’s matter: therefore
there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that
asked such things at any magician,
or astrologer, or Chaldean.

11  And it is a rare thing that the
king requireth, and there is none
other that can shew it before the
king, except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh.

12  For this cause the king was
angry and very furious, and com-
manded to destroy all the wise men
of Babylon.

13  And the decree went forth
that the wise men should be slain;
and they sought Daniel and his fel-
lows to be slain.

14 ¶ Then Daniel answered with
counsel and wisdom to Arioch the
captain of the king’s guard, which
was gone forth to slay the wise men
of Babylon:

15  He answered and said to Ari-
och the king’s captain, Why is the
decree so hasty from the king?
Then Arioch made the thing known
to Daniel.

16  Then Daniel went in, and
desired of the king that he would
give him time, and that he would
shew the king the interpretation.

17  Then Daniel went to his
house, and made the thing known
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to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azari-
ah, his companions:

18  That they would desire mer-
cies of the God of heaven concern-
ing this secret; that Daniel and his
fellows should not perish with the
rest of the wise men of Babylon.

19 ¶ Then was the secret
revealed unto Daniel in a night
vision. Then Daniel blessed the
God of heaven.

20  Daniel answered and said,
Blessed be the name of God for ever
and ever: for wisdom and might are
his:

21  And he changeth the times
and the seasons: he removeth
kings, and setteth up kings: he
giveth wisdom unto the wise, and
knowledge to them that know
understanding:

22  He revealeth the deep and
secret things: he knoweth what is
in the darkness, and the light
dwelleth with him.

23  I thank thee, and praise thee,
O thou God of my fathers, who hast
given me wisdom and might, and
hast made known unto me now
what we desired of thee: for thou
hast now made known unto us the
king’s matter.

24 ¶ Therefore Daniel went in
unto Arioch, whom the king had

ordained to destroy the wise men of
Babylon: he went and said thus
unto him; Destroy not the wise men
of Babylon: bring me in before the
king, and I will shew unto the king
the interpretation.

25  Then Arioch brought in
Daniel before the king in haste,
and said thus unto him, I have
found a man of the captives of
Judah, that will make known unto
the king the interpretation.

26  The king answered and said
to Daniel, whose name was Beltes-
hazzar, Art thou able to make
known unto me the dream which I
have seen, and the interpretation
thereof?

27  Daniel answered in the pres-
ence of the king, and said, The
secret which the king hath
demanded cannot the wise men,
the astrologers, the magicians, the
soothsayers, shew unto the king;

28  But there is a God in heaven
that revealeth secrets, and maketh
known to the king Nebuchadnezzar
what shall be in the latter days.
Thy dream, and the visions of thy
head upon thy bed, are these;

29  As for thee, O king, thy
thoughts came into thy mind upon
thy bed, what should come to pass
hereafter: and he that revealeth
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secrets maketh known to thee what
shall come to pass.

30  But as for me, this secret is
not revealed to me for any wisdom
that I have more than any living,
but for their sakes that shall make
known the interpretation to the
king, and that thou mightest know
the thoughts of thy heart.

31 ¶ Thou, O king, sawest, and
behold a great image. This great
image, whose brightness was excel-
lent, stood before thee; and the
form thereof was terrible.

32  This image’s head was of fine
gold, his breast and his arms of sil-
ver, his belly and his thighs of brass,

33  His legs of iron, his feet part
of iron and part of clay.

34  Thou sawest till that a stone
was cut out without hands, which
smote the image upon his feet that
were of iron and clay, and brake
them to pieces.

35  Then was the iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken
to pieces together, and became like
the chaff of the summer thresh-
ingfloors; and the wind carried them
away, that no place was found for
them: and the stone that smote the
image became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth.

36 ¶ This is the dream; and we

will tell the interpretation thereof
before the king.

37  Thou, O king, art a king of
kings: for the God of heaven hath
given thee a kingdom, power, and
strength, and glory.

38  And wheresoever the chil-
dren of men dwell, the beasts of the
field and the fowls of the heaven
hath he given into thine hand, and
hath made thee ruler over them all.
Thou art this head of gold.

39  And after thee shall arise
another kingdom inferior to thee,
and another third kingdom of
brass, which shall bear rule over all
the earth.

40  And the fourth kingdom shall
be strong as iron: forasmuch as
iron breaketh in pieces and sub-
dueth all things: and as iron that
breaketh all these, shall it break in
pieces and bruise.

41  And whereas thou sawest the
feet and toes, part of potters’ clay,
and part of iron, the kingdom shall
be divided; but there shall be in it
of the strength of the iron, foras-
much as thou sawest the iron
mixed with miry clay.

42  And as the toes of the feet
were part of iron, and part of clay,
so the kingdom shall be partly
strong, and partly broken.
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43  And whereas thou sawest
iron mixed with miry clay, they
shall mingle themselves with the
seed of men: but they shall not
cleave one to another, even as iron
is not mixed with clay.

44  And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set
up a kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever.

45  Forasmuch as thou sawest
that the stone was cut out of the
mountain without hands, and that
it brake in pieces the iron, the
brass, the clay, the silver, and the
gold; the great God hath made
known to the king what shall come
to pass hereafter: and the dream is
certain, and the interpretation
thereof sure.

46 ¶ Then the king Nebuchad-
nezzar fell upon his face, and wor-
shipped Daniel, and commanded
that they should offer an oblation
and sweet odours unto him.

47  The king answered unto
Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is,
that your God is a God of gods, and
a Lord of kings, and a revealer of
secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal
this secret.

48  Then the king made Daniel a
great man, and gave him many
great gifts, and made him ruler
over the whole province of Babylon,
and chief of the governors over all
the wise men of Babylon.

49  Then Daniel requested of the
king, and he set Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, over the
affairs of the province of Babylon:
but Daniel sat in the gate of the
king.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Daniel is to the Old Testament what Revelation is

to the New Testament. In fact, we cannot understand
one without the other. Prophetically, Daniel deals
with the times of the Gentiles, the period of time that
began in 606 B.C., with the captivity of the Jews. It
will end when Christ returns to earth to judge the
Gentile nations and establish His Kingdom. In the
various visions and dreams in the Book of Daniel we
see the program of Gentile history from the arrival of
Babylon to the conquest of the Medes, Persians,
Greeks, and Romans, until the rule of the Antichrist
just before the return of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
This book proves there is a God in heaven (chapter

2:28) and that the Most High ruleth the kingdom of
man (chapter 4:25). Daniel makes it clear that God
Almighty is sovereign in the affairs of this world. God
can take the rulers off their thrones; He can defeat
the strongest nations and turn them over to their ene-
mies.

Daniel stands out as one of the greatest men of
Old Testament history. That he was a real man in his-
tory is proven by Ezekiel 14:14; 28:3; Matthew
24:15; and Hebrews 11:33. He was a teenager in the
year 605 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar came to
Jerusalem and began his conquest of Judah. There
were several deportations of Jews to Babylon, and
Daniel was in the first group because he was of the
princely line. It was the practice of Babylon to deport



“the cream of the crop” and train them for service in
their own palaces. Daniel held several important posi-
tions and was promoted greatly because of his char-
acter and wisdom, and because of the blessings of
God upon him. Nebuchadnezzar named him chief of
the wise men and the ruler of the land, a position
similar to a modern Prime Minister.

The personal history of Daniel is recorded in
chapter 1. There are three different times of difficulty
recorded in chapters 1—6. The testing of the four
Hebrews when they arrived at Babylon is found in
chapter 1. The fiery furnace is seen in chapter 3; and
the lion’s den in chapter 6. In each of these experi-
ences, Daniel and his friends won the victory, but the
first victory (chapter 1) was the foundation of the
other two. Because these Jewish boys were faithful to
God while they were yet teenagers, God was faithful
to them in the years that followed.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years
of the wicked shall be shortened” (Proverbs 10:27).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 28: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 9.

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

LORENZO SAVAGE
RONALD VALLERY
BONZELL HOLMES, II

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
DEFENSE DAY.

This is the day that we think of the defense of our
nation and thank God for America. We need to real-
ize today that our strength does not lie in bombs,
rockets, planes, and guns. Our strength lies in our

faith in God and His righteousness. The Psalmist said
in Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots, and some in
horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord, our
God.” The best source of defense is being right with
God. Let us pray today that America’s defense shall
be a spiritual one as well as a material one.

Let us not think for a moment, however, that we
should disarm. Defending one’s own is a Bible truth.
Pacifism and disarmament are certainly not the Scrip-
tural answers. Each of us should defend his own fam-
ily, his own home, and his own nation against attack-
ers, but at the same time realize our true defense is in
Jesus Christ.

A pastor once pointed to the dark spots on the
Sangre de Christo Mountains near Albuquerque, New
Mexico, and reminded a visiting preacher that those
were caves in which atomic weapons were kept. The
preacher looked at those mountains and thought of
the atomic weapons contained in them; and yet, he
could not help but think that the answer was not in
the mountains or in the weapons, but in the meaning
of the words, “Sangre de Christo.” These words mean
“blood of Christ.” There is more safety, security, and
protection in the blood of Christ than in any weapon.
Let us pray today for the defense of our nation.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1956
BLACK STUDENTS ENTERED CLAY, KY., ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL under National Guard protec-
tion.  They were barred from the school on Septem-
ber 17.

1974
HAILE SELASSIE DEPOSED BY MILITARY
LEADERS after fifty-eight years as the ruling
monarch of Ethiopia.
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Baptist pastor and educator. W.B. Riley was born in Green
County, Indiana, but soon moved with his parents to Boone County,
Kentucky, where they lived in a log cabin. He spent his formative
years working the fields from dawn to dusk. In 1880 he completed
sufficient schooling at a normal school in Valparaiso, Indiana, and
received his teacher’s certificate. After teaching in county schools,
he attended college in Hanover, Indiana, where he received an A.B.
degree in 1885. He served several Baptist churches in Kentucky,
Indiana, and Illinois, in addition to studying at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

On March 1, 1897, he began his ministry as pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. He served as pastor for 45
years and pastor emeritus for five years. A gifted orator and preach-
er, he championed the cause of fundamental evangelical Christiani-
ty. He conducted large evangelistic campaigns in which thousands
were saved, in addition to building up the membership of his
church to more than 2,500. During his entire ministry, he fought
modernism, liberalism, and sin. On one occasion he debated against
evolution at the University of Minnesota.

In 1942, he retired from the active pastorate to devote full-time
to Northwestern Schools, which he founded on October 2, 1902 as
Northwestern Bible and Missionary Training School. Dr. Riley was
the author of at least 60 volumes, numerous booklets, and single
sermons in pamphlet form.

A Christian Life. . .
WILLIAM BELL RILEY

(1861-1947)
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

EVIDENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION:
CHRIST’S BIOGRAPHY PREWRITTEN

(Assignment 28)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

His Birth (742 B.C.)
( ) Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel. (Fulfilled—Matthew 1:23)

His Birth Place (710 B.C.)
( ) Micah 5:2
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting. (Fulfilled—Matthew 2:5-6)

Rejected by His own people (712 B.C.)
( ) Isaiah 53:3
He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it
were our faces from him; he was despised and we esteemed him not. (Fulfilled—John 1:11)

Sold for 30 pieces of silver (487 B.C.)
( ) Zechariah 11:12
And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price: and if not, forbear.  So they weighed for my
price thirty pieces of silver. (Fulfilled—Matthew 26:14-16)

Hands and feet pierced (1000 B.C.)
( ) Psalms 22:16
For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands
and my feet. (Fulfilled—John 19:37)
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