
CHAPTER 2

AND it came to pass in those
days, that there went out a

decree from Caesar Augustus, that
all the world should be taxed.

2  (And this taxing was first
made when Cyrenius was governor
of Syria.)

3  And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city.

4  And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and
lineage of David:)

5  To be taxed with Mary his
espoused wife, being great with
child.

6  And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accom-
plished that she should be deliv-
ered.

7  And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in
a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.

8. And there were in the same

country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock
by night.

9  And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid.

10  And the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.

11  For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.

12  And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.

13  And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host praising God, and saying,

14  Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will
toward men.

15  And it came to pass, as the
angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said
one to another, Let us now go even
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
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which is come to pass, which the
Lord hath made known unto us.

16  And they came with haste,
and found Mary, and Joseph, and
the babe lying in a manger.

17  And when they had seen it,
they made known abroad the say-
ing which was told them concern-
ing this child.

18  And all they that heard it
wondered at those things which
were told them by the shepherds.

19  But Mary kept all these
things, and pondered them in her
heart.

20  And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all
the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them.

21. And when eight days were
accomplished for the circumcising
of the child, his name was called
JESUS, which was so named of the
angel before he was conceived in
the womb.

22  And when the days of her
purification according to the law of
Moses were accomplished, they
brought him to Jerusalem, to pre-
sent him to the Lord;

23  (As it is written in the law of
the Lord, Every male that openeth
the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord;)

24  And to offer a sacrifice
according to that which is said in
the law of the Lord, A pair of tur-
tledoves, or two young pigeons.

25. And, behold, there was a man
in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon; and the same man was
just and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel: and the Holy
Ghost was upon him.

26  And it was revealed unto him
by the Holy Ghost, that he should
not see death, before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ.

27  And he came by the Spirit
into the temple: and when the par-
ents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him after the custom of the
law,

28  Then took he him up in his
arms, and blessed God, and said,

29  Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace, according
to thy word:

30  For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation,

31  Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;

32  A light to lighten the Gen-
tiles, and the glory of thy people
Israel.

33  And Joseph and his mother
marvelled at those things which
were spoken of him.
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34  And Simeon blessed them,
and said unto Mary his mother,
Behold, this child is set for the fall
and rising again of many in Israel;
and for a sign which shall be spo-
ken against;

35  (Yea, a sword shall pierce
through thy own soul also,) that
the thoughts of many hearts may
be revealed.

36  And there was one Anna, a
prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she
was of a great age, and had lived
with an husband seven years from
her virginity;

37  And she was a widow of
about fourscore and four years,
which departed not from the tem-
ple, but served God with fastings
and prayers night and day.

38  And she coming in that
instant gave thanks likewise unto
the Lord, and spake of him to all
them that looked for redemption in
Jerusalem.

39  And when they had per-
formed all things according to the
law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.

40  And the child grew, and
waxed strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom: and the grace of God was
upon him.

41. Now his parents went to
Jerusalem every year at the feast
of the passover.

42  And when he was twelve
years old, they went up to
Jerusalem after the custom of the
feast.

43  And when they had fulfilled
the days, as they returned, the
child Jesus tarried behind in
Jerusalem; and Joseph and his
mother knew not of it.

44  But they, supposing him to
have been in the company, went a
day’s journey; and they sought him
among their kinsfolk and acquain-
tance.

45  And when they found him
not, they turned back again to
Jerusalem, seeking him.

46  And it came to pass, that
after three days they found him in
the temple, sitting in the midst of
the doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions.

47  And all that heard him were
astonished at his understanding
and answers.

48  And when they saw him, they
were amazed: and his mother said
unto him, Son, why hast thou thus
dealt with us? behold, thy father
and I have sought thee sorrowing.

49  And he said unto them, How
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is it that ye sought me? wist ye not
that I must be about my Father’s
business?

50  And they understood not the
saying which he spake unto them.

51  And he went down with
them, and came to Nazareth, and
was subject unto them: but his
mother kept all these sayings in
her heart.

52  And Jesus increased in wis-
dom and stature, and in favour
with God and man.

CHAPTER 3

NOW in the fifteenth year of the
reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pon-

tius Pilate being governor of
Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch
of Galilee, and his brother Philip
tetrarch of Ituraea and of the
region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias
the tetrarch of Abilene,

2  Annas and Caiaphas being the
high priests, the word of God came
unto John the son of Zacharias in
the wilderness.

3  And he came into all the coun-
try about Jordan, preaching the
baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins;

4  As it is written in the book of
the words of Esaias the prophet,
saying, The voice of one crying in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way

of the Lord, make his paths
straight.

5  Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall
be brought low; and the crooked
shall be made straight, and the
rough ways shall be made smooth;

6  And all flesh shall see the sal-
vation of God.

7  Then said he to the multitude
that came forth to be baptized of
him, O generation of vipers, who
hath warned you to flee from the
wrath to come?

8  Bring forth therefore fruits
worthy of repentance, and begin
not to say within yourselves, We
have Abraham to our father: for I
say unto you, That God is able of
these stones to raise up children
unto Abraham.

9  And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees: every
tree therefore which bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and
cast into the fire.

10  And the people asked him,
saying, What shall we do then?

11  He answereth and saith unto
them, He that hath two coats, let
him impart to him that hath none;
and he that hath meat, let him do
likewise.

12  Then came also publicans to
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be baptized, and said unto him,
Master, what shall we do?

13  And he said unto them, Exact
no more than that which is
appointed you.

14  And the soldiers likewise
demanded of him, saying, And
what shall we do? And he said unto
them, Do violence to no man, nei-
ther accuse any falsely; and be con-
tent with your wages.

15. And as the people were in
expectation, and all men mused in
their hearts of John, whether he
were the Christ, or not;

16  John answered, saying unto
them all, I indeed baptize you with
water; but one mightier than I
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes
I am not worthy to unloose: he
shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire:

17  Whose fan is in his hand, and
he will throughly purge his floor,
and will gather the wheat into his
garner; but the chaff he will burn
with fire unquenchable.

18  And many other things in his
exhortation preached he unto the
people.

19  But Herod the tetrarch, being
reproved by him for Herodias his
brother Philip’s wife, and for all the
evils which Herod had done,

20  Added yet this above all, that
he shut up John in prison.

21. Now when all the people
were baptized, it came to pass, that
Jesus also being baptized, and
praying, the heaven was opened,

22  And the Holy Ghost descend-
ed in a bodily shape like a dove
upon him, and a voice came from
heaven, which said, Thou art my
beloved Son; in thee I am well
pleased.

23  And Jesus himself began to
be about thirty years of age, being
(as was supposed) the son of
Joseph, which was the son of Heli,

24  Which was the son of
Matthat, which was the son of Levi,
which was the son of Melchi, which
was the son of Janna, which was
the son of Joseph,

25  Which was the son of Mat-
tathias, which was the son of Amos,
which was the son of Naum, which
was the son of Esli, which was the
son of Nagge,

26  Which was the son of Maath,
which was the son of Mattathias,
which was the son of Semei, which
was the son of Joseph, which was
the son of Juda,

27  Which was the son of Joanna,
which was the son of Rhesa, which
was the son of Zorobabel, which
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was the son of Salathiel, which was
the son of Neri,

28  Which was the son of Melchi,
which was the son of Addi, which
was the son of Cosam, which was
the son of Elmodam, which was the
son of Er,

29  Which was the son of Jose,
which was the son of Eliezer, which
was the son of Jorim, which was the
son of Matthat, which was the son
of Levi,

30  Which was the son of Simeon,
which was the son of Juda, which
was the son of Joseph, which was
the son of Jonan, which was the son
of Eliakim,

31  Which was the son of Melea,
which was the son of Menan, which
was the son of Mattatha, which was
the son of Nathan, which was the
son of David,

32  Which was the son of Jesse,
which was the son of Obed, which
was the son of Booz, which was the
son of Salmon, which was the son of
Naasson,

33  Which was the son of Ami-

nadab, which was the son of Aram,
which was the son of Esrom, which
was the son of Phares, which was
the son of Juda,

34  Which was the son of Jacob,
which was the son of Isaac, which
was the son of Abraham, which was
the son of Thara, which was the son
of Nachor,

35  Which was the son of Saruch,
which was the son of Ragau, which
was the son of Phalec, which was
the son of Heber, which was the son
of Sala,

36  Which was the son of Cainan,
which was the son of Arphaxad,
which was the son of Sem, which
was the son of Noe, which was the
son of Lamech,

37  Which was the son of Math-
usala, which was the son of Enoch,
which was the son of Jared, which
was the son of Maleleel, which was
the son of Cainan,

38  Which was the son of Enos,
which was the son of Seth, which
was the son of Adam, which was the
son of God.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Chapter 2 records the birth of Jesus. The events

in chapters 1 and 2 are omitted in the other Gospels,
except the statement in Matthew 1:25—2:1, that
Jesus was born in Bethlehem; and the return to
Galilee (Matthew 2:22,23). Little is told about Jesus’
childhood; but chapter 2:41-52 records His visit to
Jerusalem at the age of twelve.

The ministry of John the Baptist is recorded in
Luke, chapter 3. In the 21st and 22nd verses we are
given the baptism of Jesus. In the 22nd verse we see
the Trinity presented vividly. As Jesus came up out of
the water, the Holy Ghost, in the form of a dove,
descended upon Him, and the voice from heaven
said, “Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well
pleased.” God is a Trinity, God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Ghost. There are three distinct
persons, yet they are all one. Today, as in times past,
the deity of Christ has been questioned by many reli-
gionists. You notice I used the word religionist rather
than Christ. For a person to truly be born again he
must believe that Jesus is God. If He were not God
then He would not be sinless and could not be a sac-
rifice for the sins of the world. Because He is God, He
had innocent blood, and that innocent blood was
shed on the cross to pay for all the sins of mankind in
all generations. That blood, applied to the hearts of
men, forgives them of their sins. Thank God for His
wonderful gift of salvation through His Son Jesus,
“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob-
bery to be equal with God: But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men: And being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.”

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable:
but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness”
(Proverbs 10:32).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 33: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 8.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1746
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY WAS CHARTERED.

So many of our universities were founded by fun-
damental believers but so many of them have drifted
away from the truth. Let us pray that God will keep
our Christian schools dedicated to the belief in the
verbal inspiration of the Word of God.

1836
SAM HOUSTON BECAME THE PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS.

1903
THE DEATH OF MRS. SPURGEON.

The last 35 years of her life Mrs. Charles H. Spur-
geon was an invalid. This tendered Spurgeon very
much and had a definite contribution to his ministry.
Mrs. Spurgeon says in some of her writings that she
wept very much when her husband would leave on
one of his many trips and that the lonely hours were
hard to bear. One day Mr. Spurgeon asked his wife if
she thought the Jews cried when they brought their
lambs to the altar.

She said, “I guess not.”
Then Mr. Spurgeon reminded her that his trips

were her sacrifice and that we should not weep when
we give our sacrifices to God. From this exhortation
came a sweet life of dedication, trust and surrender.

1879
R.A. TORREY MARRIED.

He called his wife the “ideal wife.” In discussing
his marriage he used the famous Philippians 4:19,
“But my God shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1906
Three thousand blacks demonstrated and rioted in
Philadelphia to protest a theatrical presentation of
Thomas Dixon’s The Clansman.

Sixty-two blacks reported lynched in 1906.

1963
Some 225,000 students boycotted Chicago schools in
Freedom Day protest of de facto segregation.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

EVIDENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION:
THINGS RECEIVED IN ANSWERED PRAYER FROM PROMISES IN THE SCRIPTURES

(Assignment 33)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

Salvation promised.
( ) Jeremiah 29:13
And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

Great things promised.
( ) Jeremiah 33:3
Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.

Anything promised.
( ) Matthew 18:19
Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask,
it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

All things promised.
( ) Matthew 21:22
And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

Good things promised.
( ) Luke 11:13
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?
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