
CHAPTER 16

THE Pharisees also with the
Sadducees came, and tempting

desired him that he would shew
them a sign from heaven.

2  He answered and said unto
them, When it is evening, ye say, It
will be fair weather: for the sky is
red.

3  And in the morning, It will be
foul weather to day: for the sky is
red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye
can discern the face of the sky; but
can ye not discern the signs of the
times?

4  A wicked and adulterous gen-
eration seeketh after a sign; and
there shall no sign be given unto it,
but the sign of the prophet Jonas.
And he left them, and departed.

5. And when his disciples were
come to the other side, they had
forgotten to take bread.

6 ¶ Then Jesus said unto them,
Take heed and beware of the leaven
of the Pharisees and of the Sad-
ducees.

7  And they reasoned among
themselves, saying, It is because we

have taken no bread.
8  Which when Jesus perceived,

he said unto them, O ye of little
faith, why reason ye among your-
selves, because ye have brought no
bread?

9  Do ye not yet understand, nei-
ther remember the five loaves of
the five thousand, and how many
baskets ye took up?

10  Neither the seven loaves of
the four thousand, and how many
baskets ye took up?

11  How is it that ye do not
understand that I spake it not to
you concerning bread, that ye
should beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and of the Sadducees?

12  Then understood they how
that he bade them not beware of
the leaven of bread, but of the doc-
trine of the Pharisees and of the
Sadducees.

13 ¶ When Jesus came into the
coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, saying, Whom
do men say that I the Son of man
am?

14  And they said, Some say that
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thou art John the Baptist: some,
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one
of the prophets.

15  He saith unto them, But
whom say ye that I am?

16  And Simon Peter answered
and said, Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

17  And Jesus answered and said
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven.

18  And I say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.

19  And I will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.

20  Then charged he his disciples
that they should tell no man that
he was Jesus the Christ.

21 ¶ From that time forth began
Jesus to shew unto his disciples,
how that he must go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things
of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and be raised
again the third day.

22  Then Peter took him, and
began to rebuke him, saying, Be it
far from thee, Lord: this shall not
be unto thee.

23  But he turned, and said unto
Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan:
thou art an offence unto me: for
thou savourest not the things that
be of God, but those that be of men.

24 ¶ Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me.

25  For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find
it.

26  For what is a man profited, if
he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?

27  For the Son of man shall
come in the glory of his Father with
his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his
works.

28  Verily I say unto you, There
be some standing here, which shall
not taste of death, till they see the
Son of man coming in his kingdom.

CHAPTER 17

AND after six days Jesus taketh
Peter, James, and John his

brother, and bringeth them up into
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an high mountain apart,
2  And was transfigured before

them: and his face did shine as the
sun, and his raiment was white as
the light.

3  And, behold, there appeared
unto them Moses and Elias talking
with him.

4  Then answered Peter, and said
unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to
be here: if thou wilt, let us make
here three tabernacles; one for
thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias.

5  While he yet spake, behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them:
and behold a voice out of the cloud,
which said, This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased; hear ye
him.

6  And when the disciples heard
it, they fell on their face, and were
sore afraid.

7  And Jesus came and touched
them, and said, Arise, and be not
afraid.

8  And when they had lifted up
their eyes, they saw no man, save
Jesus only.

9  And as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus charged them,
saying, Tell the vision to no man,
until the Son of man be risen again
from the dead.

10  And his disciples asked him,
saying, Why then say the scribes
that Elias must first come?

11  And Jesus answered and said
unto them, Elias truly shall first
come, and restore all things.

12  But I say unto you, That
Elias is come already, and they
knew him not, but have done unto
him whatsoever they listed. Like-
wise shall also the Son of man suf-
fer of them.

13  Then the disciples under-
stood that he spake unto them of
John the Baptist.

14 ¶ And when they were come
to the multitude, there came to him
a certain man, kneeling down to
him, and saying,

15  Lord, have mercy on my son:
for he is lunatick, and sore vexed:
for ofttimes he falleth into the fire,
and oft into the water.

16  And I brought him to thy dis-
ciples, and they could not cure him.

17  Then Jesus answered and
said, O faithless and perverse gen-
eration, how long shall I be with
you? how long shall I suffer you?
bring him hither to me.

18  And Jesus rebuked the devil;
and he departed out of him: and
the child was cured from that very
hour.
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19  Then came the disciples to
Jesus apart, and said, Why could
not we cast him out?

20  And Jesus said unto them,
Because of your unbelief: for verily
I say unto you, If ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say
unto this mountain, Remove hence
to yonder place; and it shall
remove; and nothing shall be
impossible unto you.

21  Howbeit this kind goeth not
out but by prayer and fasting.

22 ¶ And while they abode in
Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The
Son of man shall be betrayed into
the hands of men:

23  And they shall kill him, and
the third day he shall be raised
again. And they were exceeding
sorry.

24 ¶ And when they were come
to Capernaum, they that received
tribute money came to Peter, and
said, Doth not your master pay
tribute?

25  He saith, Yes. And when he
was come into the house, Jesus pre-
vented him, saying, What thinkest
thou, Simon? of whom do the kings
of the earth take custom or tribute?
of their own children, or of
strangers?

26  Peter saith unto him, Of

strangers. Jesus saith unto him,
Then are the children free.

27  Notwithstanding, lest we
should offend them, go thou to the
sea, and cast an hook, and take up
the fish that first cometh up; and
when thou hast opened his mouth,
thou shalt find a piece of money:
that take, and give unto them for
me and thee.

CHAPTER 18

AT the same time came the dis-
ciples unto Jesus, saying, Who

is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?

2  And Jesus called a little child
unto him, and set him in the midst
of them,

3  And said, Verily I say unto
you, Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heav-
en.

4  Whosoever therefore shall
humble himself as this little child,
the same is greatest in the king-
dom of heaven.

5  And whoso shall receive one
such little child in my name
receiveth me.

6  But whoso shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in
me, it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his
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neck, and that he were drowned in
the depth of the sea.

7 ¶ Woe unto the world because
of offences! for it must needs be
that offences come; but woe to that
man by whom the offence cometh!

8  Wherefore if thy hand or thy
foot offend thee, cut them off, and
cast them from thee: it is better for
thee to enter into life halt or
maimed, rather than having two
hands or two feet to be cast into
everlasting fire.

9  And if thine eye offend thee,
pluck it out, and cast it from thee:
it is better for thee to enter into life
with one eye, rather than having
two eyes to be cast into hell fire.

10  Take heed that ye despise not
one of these little ones; for I say
unto you, That in heaven their
angels do always behold the face of
my Father which is in heaven.

11  For the Son of man is come to
save that which was lost.

12  How think ye? if a man have
an hundred sheep, and one of them
be gone astray, doth he not leave
the ninety and nine, and goeth into
the mountains, and seeketh that
which is gone astray?

13  And if so be that he find it,
verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth
more of that sheep, than of the

ninety and nine which went not
astray.

14  Even so it is not the will of
your Father which is in heaven,
that one of these little ones should
perish.

15 ¶ Moreover if thy brother
shall trespass against thee, go and
tell him his fault between thee and
him alone: if he shall hear thee,
thou hast gained thy brother.

16  But if he will not hear thee,
then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may be
established.

17  And if he shall neglect to
hear them, tell it unto the church:
but if he neglect to hear the church,
let him be unto thee as an heathen
man and a publican.

18  Verily I say unto you, What-
soever ye shall bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven: and whatsoev-
er ye shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.

19  Again I say unto you, That if
two of you shall agree on earth as
touching any thing that they shall
ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven.

20  For where two or three are
gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.
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21 ¶ Then came Peter to him,
and said, Lord, how oft shall my
brother sin against me, and I for-
give him? till seven times?

22  Jesus saith unto him, I say
not unto thee, Until seven times:
but, Until seventy times seven.

23 ¶ Therefore is the kingdom of
heaven likened unto a certain king,
which would take account of his
servants.

24  And when he had begun to
reckon, one was brought unto him,
which owed him ten thousand tal-
ents.

25  But forasmuch as he had not
to pay, his lord commanded him to
be sold, and his wife, and children,
and all that he had, and payment
to be made.

26  The servant therefore fell
down, and worshipped him, saying,
Lord, have patience with me, and I
will pay thee all.

27  Then the lord of that servant
was moved with compassion, and
loosed him, and forgave him the
debt.

28  But the same servant went
out, and found one of his fellowser-
vants, which owed him an hundred

pence: and he laid hands on him,
and took him by the throat, saying,
Pay me that thou owest.

29  And his fellowservant fell
down at his feet, and besought him,
saying, Have patience with me, and
I will pay thee all.

30  And he would not: but went
and cast him into prison, till he
should pay the debt.

31  So when his fellowservants
saw what was done, they were very
sorry, and came and told unto their
lord all that was done.

32  Then his lord, after that he
had called him, said unto him, O
thou wicked servant, I forgave thee
all that debt, because thou
desiredst me:

33  Shouldest not thou also have
had compassion on thy fellowser-
vant, even as I had pity on thee?

34  And his lord was wroth, and
delivered him to the tormentors,
till he should pay all that was due
unto him.

35  So likewise shall my heaven-
ly Father do also unto you, if ye
from your hearts forgive not every
one his brother their trespasses.

EVENING STAR DAILY BIBLE
PAGE 6 OCTOBER 7



DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
The key lesson in chapter 16 is Peter’s confession

of faith. The confession was made at the climax of the
months of retirement. From that point on, Christ
openly teaches the disciples about His crucifixion,
and begins to make His way to Jerusalem.

Chapter 17 presents the transfiguration of Christ;
one of the key events in His earthly ministry. This was
the only time His glory, veiled in human flesh, was
allowed to shine forth. The word “transfigure” is the
same as our word “metamorphosis” and means “a
change from within.” This glory was not the reflec-
tion of outward light; it was the revelation of inward
holiness. The same word is used in Romans 12:2
(transformed) and II Corinthians 3:18 (changed—
referring to the Christian’s growth in holiness).

Lessons taught by the transfiguration are as fol-
lows: (1) We will know each other in glory—the dis-
ciples knew Moses and Elijah. (2) Jesus was praying
when He was transfigured—prayer brings the glory of
heaven into our lives. (3) This was the first time, to
our knowledge, that Moses set foot in the Promised
Land. (4) Peter, James, and John were all to go
through suffering for Christ; but this suffering only
led to glory.

Any time you and I, as Christians, suffer for
Christ, there will be glory added to our lives. Never
question, never rebel against the opportunity of suf-
fering for Christ, because He is faithful and just to
overrule all suffering with His marvelous glory.

Chapter 18 presents the teachings of Christ con-
cerning the Church and the Kingdom. In verse 1 the
disciples asked Jesus, “Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” Jesus knew their hearts and
gave them an object lesson in verses 2-6 by using a
little child as an illustration of greatness. He pointed
out that honor comes from humility. We must go
down before God will lift us up (I Peter 5:5,6). All
great saints have been humble servants. Even though
a child is not sinless or perfect, he does have the
characteristics necessary in every Christian’s life. He
is teachable; he is simple in his desires; he has an
expectant attitude; and he depends on his father to
meet his needs. We might question how one can
become as a little child. This is accomplished through
the second birth. If you have been born into God’s
family, you were born as a child, and began again to
learn how to live; only this time you are living as
God’s child, rather than as His creation.

In chapter 18:15-35 God deals with the relation-
ship between Christian brethren. If all Christians
were perfect, there would be no need for any instruc-

tion. However, because we fail and sin, we need to
know how to keep the church family happy and holy
before God. In verses 15-20 God gives us a clear pat-
tern of church discipline. First, a private interview
with the one who has offended; then bring two or
three witnesses; then take it to the church. Note the
purpose of discipline. “Thou hast gained thy brother.”
The motive for church discipline is love. We are seek-
ing to help the sinning brother. Our attitude should
not be that of a policeman out to arrest the wrongdo-
er; but rather as a physician seeking to heal a wound
in the body of Christ. We must note, however, that
discipline is absolutely necessary.

A lesson on forgiving is given in verses 21-35. The
Jewish Rabbis had said a person should be forgiven
three times. Peter thought he was extra-spiritual,
offering to forgive seven times; but Jesus pointed out
that there is no limit to forgiveness. True forgiveness
comes from a heart of love, and love keeps no
records. One evidence that a person is saved is that
he loves the brethren (I John 3:10-17). Christians
who cannot forgive others have forgotten what Christ
did for them on the cross.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine
heart in the way” (Proverbs 23:19).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 31: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 9.

BIRTHDAY TODAY

ANGELO JACKSON

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
THE FEAST OF THE TRUMPETS CONTINUED.

The Feast of the Trumpets, of course, was typical
of the day when Jesus will come and call us to Him-
self and we will observe the great Feast of the Trum-
pets.

Bishop Steed it was who would lift his shade in
the morning, look out of the window toward the sky,
and say, “Jesus, are you coming today?” Before retir-
ing in the evening, he would go through the same rit-
ual and say, “Jesus, are you coming tonight?”

One old saint used to look at every cloud and say,
“I wonder if Jesus is coming in that cloud.”

When Jesus went away He promised to return.
We do not know when He will return but it could be
today. Let us pray with the apostle, “Even so, come,
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AUTHOR: David

THE STORY BEHIND THE PSALM:
When David was sworn in as the king, it is supposed that he

wrote this Psalm.  He had been anointed as king over all of Israel,
and as he was sworn in, this Psalm was probably penned.

THE WAY IT WAS USED BY GOD’S PEOPLE:
It was used by God’s people when one of them would assume a

new responsibility or start a new job.  It was also used at the anoint-
ing and swearing in of kings.

Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20), or with the model
prayer, “...Thy kingdom come...” (Luke 11:2).

THE BIRTHDAY OF JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY.

1888
THE BIRTHDAY OF HENRY WALLACE.

Henry Wallace was a past Vice-President of our
nation. Perhaps we should pause today to ask God’s
blessings upon our Vice-President. We have discov-
ered the importance of having a wise man and a
qualified man as Vice-President. Let us pray for our
Vice-President, asking God’s blessings upon him.

1849
EDGAR ALLEN POE DIED.

Though Edgar Allen Poe was perhaps not all that

he should have been, and in some respects was not a
good example, nevertheless, he left us many beautiful
pieces of literature. Let us thank God today for those
who penned their thoughts so we may enjoy them
today.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1821
William Sill, with the Underground Railroad, born
(death in 1902).

1873
Henry E. Hayne, secretary of state, accepted as a stu-
dent at the University of South Carolina.  Scores of
blacks attended the university in 1874 and 1875.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

EVIDENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION:
FULFILLED PROMISES TO ISRAEL

(Assignment 31)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

Regathered to their own land. (587 B.C.)
( ) Ezekiel 36:24
For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you
into your own land. (Fulfilled in 1948.)

Regathered in unbelief. 
( ) Romans 11:25
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your
own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

Regathered after led captve into all nations. (70 A.D. to 1948 A.D.)
( ) Luke 21:24
And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Restoration to be permanent.
( ) Amos 9:15
And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I
have given them, saith the Lord thy God.

Restoration will be spiritual.
( ) Romans 11:26
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall
turn away ungodliness from Jacob.
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