
CHAPTER 22

MEN, brethren, and fathers,
hear ye my defence which I

make now unto you.
2  (And when they heard that he

spake in the Hebrew tongue to
them, they kept the more silence:
and he saith,)

3. I am verily a man which am a
Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cili-
cia, yet brought up in this city at
the feet of Gamaliel, and taught
according to the perfect manner of
the law of the fathers, and was
zealous toward God, as ye all are
this day.

4  And I persecuted this way
unto the death, binding and deliv-
ering into prisons both men and
women.

5  As also the high priest doth
bear me witness, and all the estate
of the elders: from whom also I
received letters unto the brethren,
and went to Damascus, to bring
them which were there bound unto
Jerusalem, for to be punished.

6  And it came to pass, that, as I
made my journey, and was come

nigh unto Damascus about noon,
suddenly there shone from heaven
a great light round about me.

7  And I fell unto the ground,
and heard a voice saying unto me,
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?

8  And I answered, Who art thou,
Lord? And he said unto me, I am
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou per-
secutest.

9  And they that were with me
saw indeed the light, and were
afraid; but they heard not the voice
of him that spake to me.

10  And I said, What shall I do,
Lord? And the Lord said unto me,
Arise, and go into Damascus; and
there it shall be told thee of all
things which are appointed for thee
to do.

11  And when I could not see for
the glory of that light, being led by
the hand of them that were with
me, I came into Damascus.

12  And one Ananias, a devout
man according to the law, having a
good report of all the Jews which
dwelt there,
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13  Came unto me, and stood,
and said unto me, Brother Saul,
receive thy sight. And the same
hour I looked up upon him.

14  And he said, The God of our
fathers hath chosen thee, that thou
shouldest know his will, and see
that Just One, and shouldest hear
the voice of his mouth.

15  For thou shalt be his witness
unto all men of what thou hast
seen and heard.

16  And now why tarriest thou?
arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name
of the Lord.

17  And it came to pass, that,
when I was come again to
Jerusalem, even while I prayed in
the temple, I was in a trance;

18  And saw him saying unto me,
Make haste, and get thee quickly
out of Jerusalem: for they will not
receive thy testimony concerning
me.

19  And I said, Lord, they know
that I imprisoned and beat in every
synagogue them that believed on
thee:

20  And when the blood of thy
martyr Stephen was shed, I also
was standing by, and consenting
unto his death, and kept the rai-
ment of them that slew him.

21  And he said unto me, Depart:
for I will send thee far hence unto
the Gentiles.

22. And they gave him audience
unto this word, and then lifted up
their voices, and said, Away with
such a fellow from the earth: for it
is not fit that he should live.

23  And as they cried out, and
cast off their clothes, and threw
dust into the air,

24  The chief captain command-
ed him to be brought into the cas-
tle, and bade that he should be
examined by scourging; that he
might know wherefore they cried so
against him.

25  And as they bound him with
thongs, Paul said unto the centuri-
on that stood by, Is it lawful for you
to scourge a man that is a Roman,
and uncondemned?

26  When the centurion heard
that, he went and told the chief
captain, saying, Take heed what
thou doest: for this man is a
Roman.

27  Then the chief captain came,
and said unto him, Tell me, art
thou a Roman? He said, Yea.

28  And the chief captain
answered, With a great sum
obtained I this freedom. And Paul
said, But I was free born.
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29  Then straightway they
departed from him which should
have examined him: and the chief
captain also was afraid, after he
knew that he was a Roman, and
because he had bound him.

30  On the morrow, because he
would have known the certainty
wherefore he was accused of the
Jews, he loosed him from his bands,
and commanded the chief priests
and all their council to appear, and
brought Paul down, and set him
before them.

CHAPTER 23

AND Paul, earnestly beholding
the council, said, Men and

brethren, I have lived in all good
conscience before God until this day.

2  And the high priest Ananias
commanded them that stood by
him to smite him on the mouth.

3  Then said Paul unto him, God
shall smite thee, thou whited wall:
for sittest thou to judge me after
the law, and commandest me to be
smitten contrary to the law?

4  And they that stood by said,
Revilest thou God’s high priest?

5  Then said Paul, I wist not,
brethren, that he was the high
priest: for it is written, Thou shalt
not speak evil of the ruler of thy
people.

6. But when Paul perceived that
the one part were Sadducees, and
the other Pharisees, he cried out in
the council, Men and brethren, I
am a Pharisee, the son of a Phar-
isee: of the hope and resurrection of
the dead I am called in question.

7  And when he had so said,
there arose a dissension between
the Pharisees and the Sadducees:
and the multitude was divided.

8  For the Sadducees say that
there is no resurrection, neither
angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees
confess both.

9  And there arose a great cry:
and the scribes that were of the
Pharisees’ part arose, and strove,
saying, We find no evil in this man:
but if a spirit or an angel hath spo-
ken to him, let us not fight against
God.

10  And when there arose a great
dissension, the chief captain, fear-
ing lest Paul should have been
pulled in pieces of them, command-
ed the soldiers to go down, and to
take him by force from among
them, and to bring him into the
castle.

11  And the night following the
Lord stood by him, and said, Be of
good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast
testified of me in Jerusalem, so
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must thou bear witness also at
Rome.

12. And when it was day, certain
of the Jews banded together, and
bound themselves under a curse,
saying that they would neither eat
nor drink till they had killed Paul.

13  And they were more than
forty which had made this conspir-
acy.

14  And they came to the chief
priests and elders, and said, We
have bound ourselves under a great
curse, that we will eat nothing
until we have slain Paul.

15  Now therefore ye with the
council signify to the chief captain
that he bring him down unto you to
morrow, as though ye would
enquire something more perfectly
concerning him: and we, or ever he
come near, are ready to kill him.

16  And when Paul’s sister’s son
heard of their lying in wait, he
went and entered into the castle,
and told Paul.

17  Then Paul called one of the
centurions unto him, and said,
Bring this young man unto the
chief captain: for he hath a certain
thing to tell him.

18  So he took him, and brought
him to the chief captain, and said,
Paul the prisoner called me unto

him, and prayed me to bring this
young man unto thee, who hath
something to say unto thee.

19  Then the chief captain took
him by the hand, and went with
him aside privately, and asked him,
What is that thou hast to tell me?

20  And he said, The Jews have
agreed to desire thee that thou
wouldest bring down Paul to mor-
row into the council, as though they
would enquire somewhat of him
more perfectly.

21  But do not thou yield unto
them: for there lie in wait for him
of them more than forty men,
which have bound themselves with
an oath, that they will neither eat
nor drink till they have killed him:
and now are they ready, looking for
a promise from thee.

22  So the chief captain then let
the young man depart, and charged
him, See thou tell no man that thou
hast shewed these things to me.

23  And he called unto him two
centurions, saying, Make ready two
hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea,
and horsemen threescore and ten,
and spearmen two hundred, at the
third hour of the night;

24  And provide them beasts, that
they may set Paul on, and bring
him safe unto Felix the governor.
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25  And he wrote a letter after
this manner:

26  Claudius Lysias unto the
most excellent governor Felix
sendeth greeting.

27  This man was taken of the
Jews, and should have been killed
of them: then came I with an army,
and rescued him, having under-
stood that he was a Roman.

28  And when I would have
known the cause wherefore they
accused him, I brought him forth
into their council:

29  Whom I perceived to be
accused of questions of their law,
but to have nothing laid to his
charge worthy of death or of bonds.

30  And when it was told me how
that the Jews laid wait for the man,
I sent straightway to thee, and gave
commandment to his accusers also
to say before thee what they had
against him. Farewell.

31  Then the soldiers, as it was
commanded them, took Paul, and
brought him by night to Antipatris.

32  On the morrow they left the
horsemen to go with him, and
returned to the castle:

33  Who, when they came to Cae-
sarea, and delivered the epistle to
the governor, presented Paul also
before him.

34  And when the governor had
read the letter, he asked of what
province he was. And when he
understood that he was of Cilicia;

35  I will hear thee, said he,
when thine accusers are also come.
And he commanded him to be kept
in Herod’s judgment hall.

CHAPTER 24

AND after five days Ananias the
high priest descended with the

elders, and with a certain orator
named Tertullus, who informed the
governor against Paul.

2  And when he was called forth,
Tertullus began to accuse him, say-
ing, Seeing that by thee we enjoy
great quietness, and that very wor-
thy deeds are done unto this nation
by thy providence,

3  We accept it always, and in all
places, most noble Felix, with all
thankfulness.

4  Notwithstanding, that I be not
further tedious unto thee, I pray
thee that thou wouldest hear us of
thy clemency a few words.

5  For we have found this man a
pestilent fellow, and a mover of
sedition among all the Jews
throughout the world, and a ring-
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes:

6  Who also hath gone about to
profane the temple: whom we took,
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and would have judged according to
our law.

7  But the chief captain Lysias
came upon us, and with great vio-
lence took him away out of our
hands,

8  Commanding his accusers to
come unto thee: by examining of
whom thyself mayest take knowl-
edge of all these things, whereof we
accuse him.

9  And the Jews also assented,
saying that these things were so.

10. Then Paul, after that the gov-
ernor had beckoned unto him to
speak, answered, Forasmuch as I
know that thou hast been of many
years a judge unto this nation, I do
the more cheerfully answer for
myself:

11  Because that thou mayest
understand, that there are yet but
twelve days since I went up to
Jerusalem for to worship.

12  And they neither found me in
the temple disputing with any
man, neither raising up the people,
neither in the synagogues, nor in
the city:

13  Neither can they prove the
things whereof they now accuse
me.

14  But this I confess unto thee,
that after the way which they call

heresy, so worship I the God of my
fathers, believing all things which
are written in the law and in the
prophets:

15  And have hope toward God,
which they themselves also allow,
that there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and
unjust.

16  And herein do I exercise
myself, to have always a conscience
void of offence toward God, and
toward men.

17  Now after many years I came
to bring alms to my nation, and
offerings.

18  Whereupon certain Jews
from Asia found me purified in the
temple, neither with multitude, nor
with tumult.

19  Who ought to have been here
before thee, and object, if they had
ought against me.

20  Or else let these same here
say, if they have found any evil
doing in me, while I stood before
the council,

21  Except it be for this one
voice, that I cried standing among
them, Touching the resurrection of
the dead I am called in question by
you this day.

22. And when Felix heard these
things, having more perfect knowl-
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edge of that way, he deferred them,
and said, When Lysias the chief
captain shall come down, I will
know the uttermost of your matter.

23  And he commanded a centu-
rion to keep Paul, and to let him
have liberty, and that he should for-
bid none of his acquaintance to
minister or come unto him.

24  And after certain days, when
Felix came with his wife Drusilla,
which was a Jewess, he sent for
Paul, and heard him concerning
the faith in Christ.

25  And as he reasoned of right-

eousness, temperance, and judg-
ment to come, Felix trembled, and
answered, Go thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season, I
will call for thee.

26  He hoped also that money
should have been given him of
Paul, that he might loose him:
wherefore he sent for him the
oftener, and communed with him.

27  But after two years Porcius
Festus came into Felix’ room: and
Felix, willing to shew the Jews a
pleasure, left Paul bound.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
After Paul had been seized, he was taken before

the council. It was the same council that had crucified
Jesus; the same council of which Paul had once been
a member; the same council that had stoned Stephen;
and the same council that had made repeated efforts
to crush the church. Paul stood before this council
and gave his life’s story. In the first five verses of
chapter 22 he tells of his early conduct; in verses 6-16
he tells of his amazing conversion; and in verses 17-
21 he tells of the special commission that had been
given to him. Notice the one factor that made the
Jewish people so irate at Paul. It was not his conduct,
for he was gracious and gentle as he presented his
speech. His heart overflowed with love and pity for
them, so he did not offend them with his attitude. It
was the truth of the Word of God that offended them.
They were sinful, degenerate men; and, when the
truth was told to them, they responded against the
one who was speaking the truth.

At this point, it would be good to review the
nation of Israel in the Book of Acts. The nation had
already committed three murders. John the Baptist
had been beheaded, Christ had been crucified, and
Stephen had been stoned. The people had great
intentions, at this point, of committing the fourth
murder; but God delivered Paul through the interven-
tion of a Roman guard. It is interesting to note that

on several occasions the Lord appeared to Paul to sus-
tain him. During the Jewish attacks at Corinth, Christ
assured Paul that He would be with him and give him
many converts (chapter 18:9-11); on board ship
going to Rome, during the storm, Christ assured Paul
that He would not forsake him (chapter 27:21-25). I
feel sure Paul must have leaned heavily on Psalm
23:4, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with
me.”

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“He that hath a froward heart findeth no good: and
he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief”
(Proverbs 17:20).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 38: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 10.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1620
THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT WAS SIGNED.

1789
NORTH CAROLINA WAS ADMITTED TO THE
UNION.

Let us pray for our Christian friends in North Car-



olina. It has been my privilege to be in this great
state. Some of God’s choicest Christians and preach-
ers live there. Maybe you know some Christian
friends in North Carolina whose names you could call
in prayer today. Perhaps you know of some preachers
for whom you ought to pray.

1800
CONGRESS FIRST ASSEMBLED IN
WASHINGTON, D.C.

1875
DWIGHT MOODY BEGAN HIS GREAT
PHILADELPHIA CAMPAIGN.

Moody was a great evangelist; yet, he founded
the Moody Memorial Church in Chicago. More and
more I am impressed with the fact that many evange-
lists emphasize the local church. In fact, many of
them founded churches and tabernacles. Moody was
a great evangelist, but he founded the huge Moody
Church. A.B. Simpson was a great evangelist, but he
founded A.B. Simpson Tabernacle. Rader was a great
evangelist, but he founded the Paul Rader Tabernacle

in Chicago. Spurgeon was a great evangelist, yet he
founded the Spurgeon Tabernacle. Charles G. Finney
was a great evangelist but he founded a local church.
Jonathan Edwards was a great evangelist, yet he too
was a pastor. Yes, we need evangelists and we ought
to pray for them, but the big need is for us to have
Bible preaching, soul-winning churches in every city,
town, village, and hamlet in America. This is the bur-
den of my heart. Won’t you pray that God will raise
up a generation of preachers so that there will be a
good, soul-winning church within the driving dis-
tance of every believer in America. Oh, may God
make it so.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1654
Richard Johnson, a free black, granted 550 acres in
Northampton County, Va., for importing election per-
sons.

1865
Shaw University founded in North Carolina.
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Bible translator and reformer. William Tyndale was ordained
as a priest in 1521, having studied Greek diligently at Oxford and
Cambridge Universities, specifically the Textus Receptus. He con-
ferred with Luther in Germany, and stayed on the Continent, trans-
lating the Bible from Greek into English and smuggling New Testa-
ments into England.

Tyndale, who was betrayed by a friend and arrested in Brussels,
Belgium, was found guilty of treason and heresy against the
Church. He was strangled in the courtyard of the prison and then
burned at the stake.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

EVIDENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION:
Divine inspiration evident in that the scriptures correct those who are trapped in
error.

E. A WARNING TO THOSE INTERESTED IN THIS WORLD ONLY, AND CARE NOT FOR
THE WORLD TO COME

(Assignment 38)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

( ) Luke 12:15
And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth.

( ) Luke 12:19
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat,
drink, and be merry.

( ) Luke 12:20
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?

( ) Luke 12:21
So is he that layeth up treasures for himself, and is not rich toward God.

( ) Luke 16:25
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
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