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CHAPTER 8

ON that day did the king Aha-
suerus give the house of

Haman the Jews’ enemy unto
Esther the queen. And Mordecai
came before the king; for Esther
had told what he was unto her.

2  And the king took off his ring,
which he had taken from Haman,
and gave it unto Mordecai. And
Esther set Mordecai over the house
of Haman.

3 ¶ And Esther spake yet again
before the king, and fell down at
his feet, and besought him with
tears to put away the mischief of
Haman the Agagite, and his device
that he had devised against the
Jews.

4  Then the king held out the
golden sceptre toward Esther. So
Esther arose, and stood before the
king,

5  And said, If it please the king,
and if I have found favour in his
sight, and the thing seem right
before the king, and I be pleasing in
his eyes, let it be written to reverse
the letters devised by Haman the

son of Hammedatha the Agagite,
which he wrote to destroy the Jews
which are in all the king’s
provinces:

6  For how can I endure to see
the evil that shall come unto my
people? or how can I endure to see
the destruction of my kindred?

7 ¶ Then the king Ahasuerus
said unto Esther the queen and to
Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have
given Esther the house of Haman,
and him they have hanged upon
the gallows, because he laid his
hand upon the Jews.

8  Write ye also for the Jews, as
it liketh you, in the king’s name,
and seal it with the king’s ring: for
the writing which is written in the
king’s name, and sealed with the
king’s ring, may no man reverse.

9  Then were the king’s scribes
called at that time in the third
month, that is, the month Sivan, on
the three and twentieth day there-
of; and it was written according to
all that Mordecai commanded unto
the Jews, and to the lieutenants,
and the deputies and rulers of the
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provinces which are from India
unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty
and seven provinces, unto every
province according to the writing
thereof, and unto every people after
their language, and to the Jews
according to their writing, and
according to their language.

10  And he wrote in the king
Ahasuerus’ name, and sealed it
with the king’s ring, and sent let-
ters by posts on horseback, and rid-
ers on mules, camels, and young
dromedaries:

11  Wherein the king granted the
Jews which were in every city to
gather themselves together, and to
stand for their life, to destroy, to
slay, and to cause to perish, all the
power of the people and province
that would assault them, both little
ones and women, and to take the
spoil of them for a prey,

12  Upon one day in all the
provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely,
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month Adar.

13  The copy of the writing for a
commandment to be given in every
province was published unto all
people, and that the Jews should be
ready against that day to avenge
themselves on their enemies.

14  So the posts that rode upon

mules and camels went out, being
hastened and pressed on by the
king’s commandment. And the
decree was given at Shushan the
palace.

15 ¶ And Mordecai went out
from the presence of the king in
royal apparel of blue and white,
and with a great crown of gold, and
with a garment of fine linen and
purple: and the city of Shushan
rejoiced and was glad.

16  The Jews had light, and glad-
ness, and joy, and honour.

17  And in every province, and in
every city, whithersoever the king’s
commandment and his decree
came, the Jews had joy and glad-
ness, a feast and a good day. And
many of the people of the land
became Jews; for the fear of the
Jews fell upon them.

CHAPTER 9

NOW in the twelfth month, that
is, the month Adar, on the thir-

teenth day of the same, when the
king’s commandment and his
decree drew near to be put in exe-
cution, in the day that the enemies
of the Jews hoped to have power
over them, (though it was turned to
the contrary, that the Jews had
rule over them that hated them;)

2  The Jews gathered themselves
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together in their cities throughout
all the provinces of the king Aha-
suerus, to lay hand on such as
sought their hurt: and no man
could withstand them; for the fear
of them fell upon all people.

3  And all the rulers of the
provinces, and the lieutenants, and
the deputies, and officers of the
king, helped the Jews; because the
fear of Mordecai fell upon them.

4  For Mordecai was great in the
king’s house, and his fame went out
throughout all the provinces: for
this man Mordecai waxed greater
and greater.

5  Thus the Jews smote all their
enemies with the stroke of the
sword, and slaughter, and destruc-
tion, and did what they would unto
those that hated them.

6  And in Shushan the palace the
Jews slew and destroyed five hun-
dred men.

7  And Parshandatha, and
Dalphon, and Aspatha,

8  And Poratha, and Adalia, and
Aridatha,

9  And Parmashta, and Arisai,
and Aridai, and Vajezatha,

10  The ten sons of Haman the
son of Hammedatha, the enemy of
the Jews, slew they; but on the
spoil laid they not their hand.

11  On that day the number of
those that were slain in Shushan
the palace was brought before the
king.

12 ¶ And the king said unto
Esther the queen, The Jews have
slain and destroyed five hundred
men in Shushan the palace, and
the ten sons of Haman; what have
they done in the rest of the king’s
provinces? now what is thy peti-
tion? and it shall be granted thee:
or what is thy request further? and
it shall be done.

13  Then said Esther, If it please
the king, let it be granted to the
Jews which are in Shushan to do to
morrow also according unto this
day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten
sons be hanged upon the gallows.

14  And the king commanded it
so to be done: and the decree was
given at Shushan; and they hanged
Haman’s ten sons.

15  For the Jews that were in
Shushan gathered themselves
together on the fourteenth day also
of the month Adar, and slew three
hundred men at Shushan; but on
the prey they laid not their hand.

16  But the other Jews that were
in the king’s provinces gathered
themselves together, and stood for
their lives, and had rest from their
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enemies, and slew of their foes sev-
enty and five thousand, but they
laid not their hands on the prey,

17  On the thirteenth day of the
month Adar; and on the fourteenth
day of the same rested they, and
made it a day of feasting and glad-
ness.

18  But the Jews that were at
Shushan assembled together on the
thirteenth day thereof, and on the
fourteenth thereof; and on the fif-
teenth day of the same they rested,
and made it a day of feasting and
gladness.

19  Therefore the Jews of the vil-
lages, that dwelt in the unwalled
towns, made the fourteenth day of
the month Adar a day of gladness
and feasting, and a good day, and of
sending portions one to another.

20 ¶ And Mordecai wrote these
things, and sent letters unto all the
Jews that were in all the provinces
of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh
and far,

21  To stablish this among them,
that they should keep the four-
teenth day of the month Adar, and
the fifteenth day of the same, year-
ly,

22  As the days wherein the Jews
rested from their enemies, and the
month which was turned unto

them from sorrow to joy, and from
mourning into a good day: that
they should make them days of
feasting and joy, and of sending
portions one to another, and gifts to
the poor.

23  And the Jews undertook to do
as they had begun, and as Morde-
cai had written unto them;

24  Because Haman the son of
Hammedatha, the Agagite, the
enemy of all the Jews, had devised
against the Jews to destroy them,
and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to
consume them, and to destroy
them;

25  But when Esther came before
the king, he commanded by letters
that his wicked device, which he
devised against the Jews, should
return upon his own head, and that
he and his sons should be hanged
on the gallows.

26  Wherefore they called these
days Purim after the name of Pur.
Therefore for all the words of this
letter, and of that which they had
seen concerning this matter, and
which had come unto them,

27  The Jews ordained, and took
upon them, and upon their seed,
and upon all such as joined them-
selves unto them, so as it should
not fail, that they would keep these
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two days according to their writing,
and according to their appointed
time every year;

28  And that these days should
be remembered and kept through-
out every generation, every family,
every province, and every city; and
that these days of Purim should not
fail from among the Jews, nor the
memorial of them perish from their
seed.

29  Then Esther the queen, the
daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai
the Jew, wrote with all authority, to
confirm this second letter of Purim.

30  And he sent the letters unto
all the Jews, to the hundred twenty
and seven provinces of the kingdom
of Ahasuerus, with words of peace
and truth,

31  To confirm these days of
Purim in their times appointed,
according as Mordecai the Jew and
Esther the queen had enjoined
them, and as they had decreed for
themselves and for their seed, the
matters of the fastings and their cry.

32  And the decree of Esther con-
firmed these matters of Purim; and
it was written in the book.

CHAPTER 10

AND the king Ahasuerus laid a
tribute upon the land, and

upon the isles of the sea.

2  And all the acts of his power
and of his might, and the declara-
tion of the greatness of Mordecai,
whereunto the king advanced him,
are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Media
and Persia?

3  For Mordecai the Jew was
next unto king Ahasuerus, and
great among the Jews, and accept-
ed of the multitude of his brethren,
seeking the wealth of his people,
and speaking peace to all his seed.

JOB
CHAPTER 1

THERE was a man in the land of
Uz, whose name was Job; and

that man was perfect and upright,
and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil.

2  And there were born unto him
seven sons and three daughters.

3  His substance also was seven
thousand sheep, and three thou-
sand camels, and five hundred yoke
of oxen, and five hundred she
asses, and a very great household;
so that this man was the greatest
of all the men of the east.

4. And his sons went and feasted
in their houses, every one his day;
and sent and called for their three
sisters to eat and to drink with
them.
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5  And it was so, when the days
of their feasting were gone about,
that Job sent and sanctified them,
and rose up early in the morning,
and offered burnt offerings accord-
ing to the number of them all: for
Job said, It may be that my sons
have sinned, and cursed God in
their hearts. Thus did Job continu-
ally.

6 ¶ Now there was a day when
the sons of God came to present
themselves before the LORD, and
Satan came also among them.

7  And the LORD said unto Satan,
Whence comest thou? Then Satan
answered the LORD, and said, From
going to and fro in the earth, and
from walking up and down in it.

8  And the LORD said unto Satan,
Hast thou considered my servant
Job, that there is none like him in
the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil?

9  Then Satan answered the
LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God
for nought?

10  Hast not thou made an hedge
about him, and about his house,
and about all that he hath on every
side? thou hast blessed the work of
his hands, and his substance is
increased in the land.

11  But put forth thine hand
now, and touch all that he hath,
and he will curse thee to thy face.

12  And the LORD said unto
Satan, Behold, all that he hath is
in thy power; only upon himself put
not forth thine hand. So Satan
went forth from the presence of the
LORD.

13 ¶ And there was a day when
his sons and his daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their
eldest brother’s house:

14  And there came a messenger
unto Job, and said, The oxen were
plowing, and the asses feeding
beside them:

15  And the Sabeans fell upon
them, and took them away; yea,
they have slain the servants with
the edge of the sword; and I only
am escaped alone to tell thee.

16  While he was yet speaking,
there came also another, and said,
The fire of God is fallen from heav-
en, and hath burned up the sheep,
and the servants, and consumed
them; and I only am escaped alone
to tell thee.

17  While he was yet speaking,
there came also another, and said,
The Chaldeans made out three
bands, and fell upon the camels,
and have carried them away, yea,
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and slain the servants with the
edge of the sword; and I only am
escaped alone to tell thee.

18  While he was yet speaking,
there came also another, and said,
Thy sons and thy daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their
eldest brother’s house:

19  And, behold, there came a
great wind from the wilderness,
and smote the four corners of the
house, and it fell upon the young
men, and they are dead; and I only
am escaped alone to tell thee.

20. Then Job arose, and rent his
mantle, and shaved his head, and
fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped,

21  And said, Naked came I out
of my mother’s womb, and naked
shall I return thither: the LORD
gave, and the LORD hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the
LORD.

22  In all this Job sinned not, nor
charged God foolishly.

CHAPTER 2

AGAIN there was a day when
the sons of God came to pre-

sent themselves before the LORD,
and Satan came also among them
to present himself before the LORD.

2  And the LORD said unto Satan,
From whence comest thou? And

Satan answered the LORD, and
said, From going to and fro in the
earth, and from walking up and
down in it.

3  And the LORD said unto Satan,
Hast thou considered my servant
Job, that there is none like him in
the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil? and still he holdeth
fast his integrity, although thou
movedst me against him, to destroy
him without cause.

4  And Satan answered the
LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea,
all that a man hath will he give for
his life.

5  But put forth thine hand now,
and touch his bone and his flesh,
and he will curse thee to thy face.

6  And the LORD said unto Satan,
Behold, he is in thine hand; but
save his life.

7 ¶ So went Satan forth from the
presence of the LORD, and smote
Job with sore boils from the sole of
his foot unto his crown.

8  And he took him a potsherd to
scrape himself withal; and he sat
down among the ashes.

9 ¶ Then said his wife unto him,
Dost thou still retain thine integri-
ty? curse God, and die.

10  But he said unto her, Thou
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speakest as one of the foolish
women speaketh. What? shall we
receive good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil? In all
this did not Job sin with his lips.

11 ¶ Now when Job’s three
friends heard of all this evil that
was come upon him, they came
every one from his own place; Elip-
haz the Temanite, and Bildad the
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamath-
ite: for they had made an appoint-

ment together to come to mourn
with him and to comfort him.

12  And when they lifted up their
eyes afar off, and knew him not,
they lifted up their voice, and wept;
and they rent every one his mantle,
and sprinkled dust upon their
heads toward heaven.

13  So they sat down with him
upon the ground seven days and
seven nights, and none spake a
word unto him: for they saw that
his grief was very great.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
In the remaining chapters of Esther another feast

is recorded. This feast could be called the feast of
remembering. Once Haman was out of the way, peace
reigned in the palace. Mordecai was given the author-
ity once held by Haman, and now everyone knew
Esther was a Jewish woman.

The feast of Purim is instituted in chapter 9, and
in chapter 10 the continual greatness of Xerxes and
the power of Mordecai are recounted. Mordecai’s
fame went forth throughout all the provinces. He had
been faithful over a few things and God magnified
not only his name, but his position.

We now begin a study of the Book of Job. Most
Bible readers tend to avoid this book, with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of the first two chapters and the last
chapter. These chapters are quite dramatic, but the
rest of the book appears to be a collection of long
speeches, and the conversation never seems to get
any place. However, a careful reading of the Book of
Job will reveal to us that it is very modern in its lan-
guage and its message deals with the problems
believers have faced since the beginning of time.

As we study this book we need to keep the follow-
ing facts in mind. First, this is an Oriental book, filled
with the thoughts and expressions of eastern people.
Second, it is a poetical book, except for chapters 1, 2,
and 42:7-12; and Hebrew poetry is not at all like our
poetry. Third, this book wrestles with a difficult prob-
lem—why God permits the righteous to suffer. These
three characteristics may make this book difficult to
read and interpret. But it should not be ignored.

Job was not a fictional character. He was a real
man in history. He was a godly man, very wealthy,
and had a sincere concern for the needs of others.

In today’s reading we see Job’s distress. The land
of Uz was probably in what we would know today as
Arabia. The greatest man in all the east lived there;
his name was Job. In chapter 1:1-5 we see his pros-
perity. He was a very rich man—in character, family,
and possessions. In verses 6-11 we see Satan’s first
accusation and attack against him, and his second
attack is recorded in chapter 2:1-13. The important
thing for us to remember in these attacks is that Job
never lost faith in God. No matter how severe the
attack from Satan, Job’s faith remained unwavering.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching
all the inward parts of the belly” (Proverbs 20:27).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 17: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 10.

HYMN FOR TODAY
O PERFECT LOVE

by Dorothy B. Gurney, 1858-1932
A perfect union of selfless and totally committed

love, not an indulgent form of physical gratification,
is God’s plan for the human race. Kindness, patience,
forgiveness, and demonstrated affection for each
other are the ingredients of a happy marriage. The
desire to put the needs and interests of one’s mate



first before your own is the basis of matrimonial har-
mony. Marriage has been instituted by God to be a
picture of the sacrificial and unending love of Christ
for His bride, the church, and the bride’s loving and
devoted responses to her Lord. Yet today we see an
epidemic of broken marriages, lack of genuine faith-
fulness, self-centered conflicts between husbands and
wives—even among professing Christians.

A beautiful portrayal of ideal married love is given
in this wedding hymn as it describes the harmony
that exists when God is the foundation of the mar-
riage relationship. Dorothy Gurney, an English
woman, was asked by her sister, who was soon to be
married, if she would try writing some suitable words
for a favorite hymn tune that could be used at the
wedding. Dorothy went off by herself for only 15
minutes and returned with the text of “O Perfect
Love.” Her sister was delighted with it and insisted
that it be sung at the wedding.

Mrs. Gurney stated that the writing of the hymn
“was no effort whatever after the initial idea had
come to me of the two-fold aspect of perfect union—
love and life—and I have always felt that God helped
me write it.” Although this was the only hymn she
wrote, it has been recognized as one of the finest
wedding texts in the English language.

O perfect love, all human thought transcending,
Lowly we kneel in prayer before Thy throne,
That theirs may be the love which knows no ending,
Whom thou forevermore dost join in one.

O perfect life, be Thou their full assurance
Of tender charity and steadfast faith,
Of patient hope, and quiet, brave endurance,
With child-like trust that fears nor pain nor death.

Grant them the joy which brightens earthly sorrow;
Grant them the peace which calms all earthly strife,
And to life’s day the glorious unknown morrow
That dawns upon eternal love and life!
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ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY

1908
THE BIRTHDAY OF AUDREY HENDERSON.

Audrey Henderson was a faithful pastor. He is
now in Heaven. He was a godly man and a loyal
preacher. Pray for your pastor today. Express your
love to him. Do something nice for him. Remember,
he is the only person in your church that has no pas-
tor.

1841
THE DEATH OF THE FATHER OF DWIGHT
MOODY.

His death was caused by a heart condition. He
died beside his bed kneeling in prayer. What a way to
meet the Lord Jesus!

John Wesley said, “My people die well.” Well they
might if they’re Heaven-bound people.

A dying soldier on the battlefield one day kept
calling, “Here, sir. Here, sir.” An officer came and bent
over his dying body and said, “Did you call me?”
“No,” said the dying soldier, “I’m answering Heaven’s
roll call.”

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1831
ELIZA ANN GARDNER, UNDERGROUND RAIL-
WAY CONDUCTOR, BORN.

1962
SUIT ALLEGING DE FACTO SCHOOL
SEGREGATION FILED IN ROCHESTER, N.Y.,
BY NAACP.

1981
DEATH OF MUSICIAN MARY LOU WILLIAMS
(71), IN DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS HARD AND DIFFICULT"

(Assignment 17)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

( ) Proverbs 13:15
Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.

( ) Proverbs 3:17
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

( ) Matthew 11:30
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

( ) Isaiah 41:10
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

( ) Isaiah 41:11
Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as
nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


