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CHAPTER 1

THE words of Nehemiah the son
of Hachaliah. And it came to

pass in the month Chisleu, in the
twentieth year, as I was in
Shushan the palace,

2  That Hanani, one of my
brethren, came, he and certain men
of Judah; and I asked them con-
cerning the Jews that had escaped,
which were left of the captivity, and
concerning Jerusalem.

3  And they said unto me, The
remnant that are left of the captivi-
ty there in the province are in great
affliction and reproach: the wall of
Jerusalem also is broken down, and
the gates thereof are burned with
fire.

4 ¶ And it came to pass, when I
heard these words, that I sat down
and wept, and mourned certain
days, and fasted, and prayed before
the God of heaven,

5. And said, I beseech thee, O
LORD God of heaven, the great and
terrible God, that keepeth covenant
and mercy for them that love him
and observe his commandments:

6  Let thine ear now be attentive,
and thine eyes open, that thou
mayest hear the prayer of thy ser-
vant, which I pray before thee now,
day and night, for the children of
Israel thy servants, and confess the
sins of the children of Israel, which
we have sinned against thee: both I
and my father’s house have sinned.

7  We have dealt very corruptly
against thee, and have not kept the
commandments, nor the statutes,
nor the judgments, which thou
commandedst thy servant Moses.

8  Remember, I beseech thee, the
word that thou commandedst thy
servant Moses, saying, If ye trans-
gress, I will scatter you abroad
among the nations:

9  But if ye turn unto me, and
keep my commandments, and do
them; though there were of you
cast out unto the uttermost part of
the heaven, yet will I gather them
from thence, and will bring them
unto the place that I have chosen to
set my name there.

10  Now these are thy servants
and thy people, whom thou hast

MAY 22
Read Nehemiah 1–4



MAY 22 THE DAILY BIBLE PAGE 2

redeemed by thy great power, and
by thy strong hand.

11  O Lord, I beseech thee, let
now thine ear be attentive to the
prayer of thy servant, and to the
prayer of thy servants, who desire
to fear thy name: and prosper, I
pray thee, thy servant this day, and
grant him mercy in the sight of this
man. For I was the king’s cupbear-
er.

CHAPTER 2

AND it came to pass in the
month Nisan, in the twentieth

year of Artaxerxes the king, that
wine was before him: and I took up
the wine, and gave it unto the king.
Now I had not been beforetime sad
in his presence.

2  Wherefore the king said unto
me, Why is thy countenance sad,
seeing thou art not sick? this is
nothing else but sorrow of heart.
Then I was very sore afraid,

3  And said unto the king, Let
the king live for ever: why should
not my countenance be sad, when
the city, the place of my fathers’
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the
gates thereof are consumed with
fire?

4  Then the king said unto me,
For what dost thou make request?
So I prayed to the God of heaven.

5  And I said unto the king, If it
please the king, and if thy servant
have found favour in thy sight, that
thou wouldest send me unto Judah,
unto the city of my fathers’ sepul-
chres, that I may build it.

6  And the king said unto me,
(the queen also sitting by him,) For
how long shall thy journey be? and
when wilt thou return? So it
pleased the king to send me; and I
set him a time.

7  Moreover I said unto the king,
If it please the king, let letters be
given me to the governors beyond
the river, that they may convey me
over till I come into Judah;

8  And a letter unto Asaph the
keeper of the king’s forest, that he
may give me timber to make beams
for the gates of the palace which
appertained to the house, and for
the wall of the city, and for the
house that I shall enter into. And
the king granted me, according to
the good hand of my God upon me.

9 ¶ Then I came to the governors
beyond the river, and gave them
the king’s letters. Now the king had
sent captains of the army and
horsemen with me.

10  When Sanballat the
Horonite, and Tobiah the servant,
the Ammonite, heard of it, it griev-
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ed them exceedingly that there was
come a man to seek the welfare of
the children of Israel.

11  So I came to Jerusalem, and
was there three days.

12 ¶ And I arose in the night, I
and some few men with me; neither
told I any man what my God had
put in my heart to do at Jerusalem:
neither was there any beast with
me, save the beast that I rode upon.

13  And I went out by night by
the gate of the valley, even before
the dragon well, and to the dung
port, and viewed the walls of
Jerusalem, which were broken
down, and the gates thereof were
consumed with fire.

14  Then I went on to the gate of
the fountain, and to the king’s pool:
but there was no place for the beast
that was under me to pass.

15  Then went I up in the night
by the brook, and viewed the wall,
and turned back, and entered by
the gate of the valley, and so
returned.

16  And the rulers knew not
whither I went, or what I did; nei-
ther had I as yet told it to the Jews,
nor to the priests, nor to the nobles,
nor to the rulers, nor to the rest
that did the work.

17 ¶ Then said I unto them, Ye

see the distress that we are in, how
Jerusalem lieth waste, and the
gates thereof are burned with fire:
come, and let us build up the wall
of Jerusalem, that we be no more a
reproach.

18  Then I told them of the hand
of my God which was good upon
me; as also the king’s words that he
had spoken unto me. And they
said, Let us rise up and build. So
they strengthened their hands for
this good work.

19  But when Sanballat the
Horonite, and Tobiah the servant,
the Ammonite, and Geshem the
Arabian, heard it, they laughed us
to scorn, and despised us, and said,
What is this thing that ye do? will
ye rebel against the king?

20  Then answered I them, and
said unto them, The God of heaven,
he will prosper us; therefore we his
servants will arise and build: but
ye have no portion, nor right, nor
memorial, in Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 3

THEN Eliashib the high priest
rose up with his brethren the

priests, and they builded the sheep
gate; they sanctified it, and set up
the doors of it; even unto the tower
of Meah they sanctified it, unto the
tower of Hananeel.
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2  And next unto him builded the
men of Jericho. And next to them
builded Zaccur the son of Imri.

3  But the fish gate did the sons
of Hassenaah build, who also laid
the beams thereof, and set up the
doors thereof, the locks thereof, and
the bars thereof.

4  And next unto them repaired
Meremoth the son of Urijah, the
son of Koz. And next unto them
repaired Meshullam the son of
Berechiah, the son of Meshezabeel.
And next unto them repaired
Zadok the son of Baana.

5  And next unto them the
Tekoites repaired; but their nobles
put not their necks to the work of
their Lord.

6  Moreover the old gate repaired
Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and
Meshullam the son of Besodeiah;
they laid the beams thereof, and set
up the doors thereof, and the locks
thereof, and the bars thereof.

7  And next unto them repaired
Melatiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon
the Meronothite, the men of
Gibeon, and of Mizpah, unto the
throne of the governor on this side
the river.

8  Next unto him repaired Uzziel
the son of Harhaiah, of the gold-
smiths. Next unto him also

repaired Hananiah the son of one of
the apothecaries, and they fortified
Jerusalem unto the broad wall.

9  And next unto them repaired
Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler
of the half part of Jerusalem.

10  And next unto them repaired
Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even
over against his house. And next
unto him repaired Hattush the son
of Hashabniah.

11  Malchijah the son of Harim,
and Hashub the son of Pahath-
moab, repaired the other piece, and
the tower of the furnaces.

12  And next unto him repaired
Shallum the son of Halohesh, the
ruler of the half part of Jerusalem,
he and his daughters.

13  The valley gate repaired
Hanun, and the inhabitants of
Zanoah; they built it, and set up
the doors thereof, the locks thereof,
and the bars thereof, and a thou-
sand cubits on the wall unto the
dung gate.

14  But the dung gate repaired
Malchiah the son of Rechab, the
ruler of part of Bethhaccerem; he
built it, and set up the doors there-
of, the locks thereof, and the bars
thereof.

15  But the gate of the fountain
repaired Shallun the son of Col-
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hozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah;
he built it, and covered it, and set
up the doors thereof, the locks
thereof, and the bars thereof, and
the wall of the pool of Siloah by the
king’s garden, and unto the stairs
that go down from the city of
David.

16  After him repaired Nehemiah
the son of Azbuk, the ruler of the
half part of Bethzur, unto the place
over against the sepulchres of
David, and to the pool that was
made, and unto the house of the
mighty.

17  After him repaired the
Levites, Rehum the son of Bani.
Next unto him repaired Hashabiah,
the ruler of the half part of Keilah,
in his part.

18  After him repaired their
brethren, Bavai the son of
Henadad, the ruler of the half part
of Keilah.

19  And next to him repaired
Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of
Mizpah, another piece over against
the going up to the armoury at the
turning of the wall.

20  After him Baruch the son of
Zabbai earnestly repaired the other
piece, from the turning of the wall
unto the door of the house of
Eliashib the high priest.

21  After him repaired Meremoth
the son of Urijah the son of Koz
another piece, from the door of the
house of Eliashib even to the end of
the house of Eliashib.

22  And after him repaired the
priests, the men of the plain.

23  After him repaired Benjamin
and Hashub over against their
house. After him repaired Azariah
the son of Maaseiah the son of Ana-
niah by his house.

24  After him repaired Binnui
the son of Henadad another piece,
from the house of Azariah unto the
turning of the wall, even unto the
corner.

25  Palal the son of Uzai, over
against the turning of the wall, and
the tower which lieth out from the
king’s high house, that was by the
court of the prison. After him Peda-
iah the son of Parosh.

26  Moreover the Nethinims
dwelt in Ophel, unto the place over
against the water gate toward the
east, and the tower that lieth out.

27  After them the Tekoites
repaired another piece, over
against the great tower that lieth
out, even unto the wall of Ophel.

28  From above the horse gate
repaired the priests, every one over
against his house.
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29  After them repaired Zadok
the son of Immer over against his
house. After him repaired also She-
maiah the son of Shechaniah, the
keeper of the east gate.

30  After him repaired Hananiah
the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun
the sixth son of Zalaph, another
piece. After him repaired Meshul-
lam the son of Berechiah over
against his chamber.

31  After him repaired Malchiah
the goldsmith’s son unto the place of
the Nethinims, and of the merchants,
over against the gate Miphkad, and
to the going up of the corner.

32  And between the going up of
the corner unto the sheep gate
repaired the goldsmiths and the
merchants.

CHAPTER 4

BUT it came to pass, that when
Sanballat heard that we build-

ed the wall, he was wroth, and took
great indignation, and mocked the
Jews.

2  And he spake before his
brethren and the army of Samaria,
and said, What do these feeble
Jews? will they fortify themselves?
will they sacrifice? will they make
an end in a day? will they revive
the stones out of the heaps of the
rubbish which are burned?

3  Now Tobiah the Ammonite
was by him, and he said, Even that
which they build, if a fox go up, he
shall even break down their stone
wall.

4  Hear, O our God; for we are
despised: and turn their reproach
upon their own head, and give
them for a prey in the land of cap-
tivity:

5  And cover not their iniquity,
and let not their sin be blotted out
from before thee: for they have pro-
voked thee to anger before the
builders.

6  So built we the wall; and all
the wall was joined together unto
the half thereof: for the people had
a mind to work.

7 ¶ But it came to pass, that
when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and
the Arabians, and the Ammonites,
and the Ashdodites, heard that the
walls of Jerusalem were made up,
and that the breaches began to be
stopped, then they were very
wroth,

8  And conspired all of them
together to come and to fight
against Jerusalem, and to hinder it.

9  Nevertheless we made our
prayer unto our God, and set a
watch against them day and night,
because of them.
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10  And Judah said, The
strength of the bearers of burdens
is decayed, and there is much rub-
bish; so that we are not able to
build the wall.

11  And our adversaries said,
They shall not know, neither see,
till we come in the midst among
them, and slay them, and cause the
work to cease.

12  And it came to pass, that
when the Jews which dwelt by
them came, they said unto us ten
times, From all places whence ye
shall return unto us they will be
upon you.

13 ¶ Therefore set I in the lower
places behind the wall, and on the
higher places, I even set the people
after their families with their
swords, their spears, and their
bows.

14  And I looked, and rose up,
and said unto the nobles, and to the
rulers, and to the rest of the people,
Be not ye afraid of them: remember
the Lord, which is great and terri-
ble, and fight for your brethren,
your sons, and your daughters,
your wives, and your houses.

15  And it came to pass, when
our enemies heard that it was
known unto us, and God had
brought their counsel to nought,

that we returned all of us to the
wall, every one unto his work.

16. And it came to pass from that
time forth, that the half of my ser-
vants wrought in the work, and the
other half of them held both the
spears, the shields, and the bows,
and the habergeons; and the rulers
were behind all the house of Judah.

17  They which builded on the
wall, and they that bare burdens,
with those that laded, every one
with one of his hands wrought in
the work, and with the other hand
held a weapon.

18  For the builders, every one
had his sword girded by his side,
and so builded. And he that sound-
ed the trumpet was by me.

19 ¶ And I said unto the nobles,
and to the rulers, and to the rest of
the people, The work is great and
large, and we are separated upon
the wall, one far from another.

20  In what place therefore ye
hear the sound of the trumpet,
resort ye thither unto us: our God
shall fight for us.

21  So we laboured in the work:
and half of them held the spears
from the rising of the morning till
the stars appeared.

22  Likewise at the same time
said I unto the people, Let every
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one with his servant lodge within
Jerusalem, that in the night they
may be a guard to us, and labour
on the day.

23  So neither I, nor my

brethren, nor my servants, nor the
men of the guard which followed
me, none of us put off our clothes,
saving that every one put them off
for washing.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Whenever God wants to get a job done, He choos-

es a man who is willing. God cannot use a man who
is not willing to serve!

The walls of Jerusalem had been ruined, a small
remnant had returned, and there was much work
that needed to be done. In 536 B.C., Zerubbabel and
Joshua had taken 50,000 Jews back and had (by 516
B.C.) rebuilt the Temple. In 457 B.C., there had been a
small revival under Ezra, but it was now 445 B.C., and
God was looking for a man to go to the ruined city
and restore safety and order. Nehemiah was to be
that man. Notice how Nehemiah approached the
work. He prayed for the work in chapter 1; he pre-
pared for the work in chapter 2; he prospered in the
work in chapter 3; and in chapter 4 he faced the
enemy. Whenever a man of God is doing the work of
God, there will always be opposition. Many times a
man of weak faith and purpose will quit, but a man
of strength and confidence will overcome the opposi-
tion and finish the task. Nehemiah was such a man.

In chapter 4 Nehemiah faces ridicule, discourage-
ment, and fear; yet in face of opposition from within
and without the city, he won the victory because he
trusted in God. Satan would have loved to see
Nehemiah leave the wall and get involved in a dis-
pute with Sanballat, but Nehemiah did not fall into
Satan’s trap. He was truly a man following the lead-
ership of God, for he paid very little attention to the
complaining of the people. He just kept on building,
watching, and praying!

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and
honour, and life” (Proverbs 22:4).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
SAM OSUNA
JEREMY CHEAV
CLEO PATTERSON

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 17: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 10.

HYMN FOR TODAY

BLESSED QUIETNESS
by Manie P. Ferguson, 19th century

The Holy Spirit performs many important min-
istries in the life of a Christian. One of these is to give
us a calm and tranquil spirit, despite the stormy cir-
cumstances of life that many come our way.

One of the great tragedies of the Christian life,
however, occurs when, through apathy or neglect or
overt attitudes and actions, we allow the Holy Spirit’s
ministry to become grieved and even quenched, leav-
ing us powerless and restless. Perhaps it might be due
to: self-centeredness and lack of concern for the
needs of others; negative and critical attitudes toward
others; practicing known sin; or lack of times of wor-
ship and communion with God. Whatever the cause,
this time of spiritual draught must be dealt with even
as the psalmist prayed in Psalm 51: “Create in me a
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me...”

The text for “Blessed Quietness” was written
about 1900 by Manie Payne Ferguson after she had
come into the Wesleyan experience of “holiness” or
“entire sanctification” or—as some call it—”the filling
of the Holy Spirit.” Regardless of our theological ter-
minology for the Holy Spirit’s energizing ministry, the
truth of these words is an essential in every believer’s
life—

Joys are flowing like a river since the comforter has
come;
He abides with us forever, makes the trusting heart His
home.

Bringing life and health and gladness all around,
This heav’nly guest banished unbelief and sadness,
chang’d our weariness to rest.



Like the rain that falls from heaven,
Like the sunlight form the sky,
So the Holy Ghost is given,
Coming on us from on high.

See, a fruitful field is growing, blessed fruit of right-
eousness;
And the streams of life are flowing
In the lonely wilderness.

What a wonderful salvation,
Where we always see His face!
What a perfect habitation,
What a quiet resting place!

Chorus:
Blessed quietness, holy quietness—
What assurance in my soul!
On the stormy sea He speaks peace to me—
How the billows cease to roll!

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
TODAY IS NATIONAL MARITIME DAY.

1807
THE DATE OF THE TREASON TRIAL OF
AARON BURR.

Aaron Burr was a well-known politician. It is said
that while at Princeton University, revival services
were conducted. Aaron Burr was under conviction.
He lifted his face toward God one night and said,
“God, you leave me alone and I will leave you alone.”
It is said that God did leave him alone. He never
again felt the conviction of the Holy Spirit.

This is the same Aaron Burr of the duel with
Alexander Hamilton. It is really a shame for one with
such talent and gifts to waste his life and to become
less than what he could have been because of not
being rightly related to his God.

1865
THE DATE OF THE LAST CIVIL WAR
SKIRMISH.
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In every person there goes on a little Civil War.
For today’s devotions read the 7th Chapter of
Romans. Notice the warfare that was raging within
Paul. This same warfare rages within every Christian.
As the Indian said, “There’s a white dog and a black
dog fighting inside of me.” So, I asked him who won
the fight and he said, “The one I say sic’em to, and
the one I feed the most.” Let us feed the new man
and live after the Spirit. Look forward to that day
when the last skirmish of our Civil War shall be
fought and we shall be changed to His likeness.

1906
THE WRIGHT BROTHERS PATENTED THE
FIRST AIRPLANE.

Pause to thank God for air travel, for air mail, for
air freight, for our air force, and for this marvelous
invention of the airplane.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1863
WAR DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED BUREAU
OF COLORED TROOPS AND LAUNCHED
AGGRESSIVE CAMPAIGN FOR RECRUITMENT
OF BLACK SOLDIERS.

1948
DEATH OF POET CLAUDE MCKAY (58),
CHICAGO.

1957
DEATH OF LANGSTON HUGHES, POET LAU-
REATE.

1959
BRIG. GEN. B.O. DAVIS JR. PROMOTED TO
MAJOR GENERAL.

1961
ATTORNEY GENERAL ORDERED TWO HUN-
DRED ADDITIONAL U.S. MARSHALS TO
MONTGOMERY.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS HARD AND DIFFICULT"

(Assignment 17)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

( ) Proverbs 13:15
Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.

( ) Proverbs 3:17
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

( ) Matthew 11:30
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

( ) Isaiah 41:10
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

( ) Isaiah 41:11
Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as
nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


