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CHAPTER 21

NOW Jehoshaphat slept with
his fathers, and was buried

with his fathers in the city of
David. And Jehoram his son
reigned in his stead.

2  And he had brethren the sons
of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and
Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah,
and Michael, and Shephatiah: all
these were the sons of Jehoshaphat
king of Israel.

3  And their father gave them
great gifts of silver, and of gold, and
of precious things, with fenced
cities in Judah: but the kingdom
gave he to Jehoram; because he
was the firstborn.

4  Now when Jehoram was risen
up to the kingdom of his father, he
strengthened himself, and slew all
his brethren with the sword, and
divers also of the princes of Israel.

5 ¶ Jehoram was thirty and two
years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned eight years in
Jerusalem.

6  And he walked in the way of
the kings of Israel, like as did the

house of Ahab: for he had the
daughter of Ahab to wife: and he
wrought that which was evil in the
eyes of the LORD.

7  Howbeit the LORD would not
destroy the house of David, because
of the covenant that he had made
with David, and as he promised to
give a light to him and to his sons
for ever.

8 ¶ In his days the Edomites
revolted from under the dominion
of Judah, and made themselves a
king.

9  Then Jehoram went forth with
his princes, and all his chariots
with him: and he rose up by night,
and smote the Edomites which
compassed him in, and the captains
of the chariots.

10  So the Edomites revolted
from under the hand of Judah unto
this day. The same time also did
Libnah revolt from under his hand;
because he had forsaken the LORD
God of his fathers.

11  Moreover he made high
places in the mountains of Judah,
and caused the inhabitants of
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Jerusalem to commit fornication,
and compelled Judah thereto.

12 ¶ And there came a writing to
him from Elijah the prophet, say-
ing, Thus saith the LORD God of
David thy father, Because thou
hast not walked in the ways of
Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the
ways of Asa king of Judah,

13  But hast walked in the way
of the kings of Israel, and hast
made Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to
the whoredoms of the house of
Ahab, and also hast slain thy
brethren of thy father’s house,
which were better than thyself:

14  Behold, with a great plague
will the LORD smite thy people, and
thy children, and thy wives, and all
thy goods:

15  And thou shalt have great
sickness by disease of thy bowels,
until thy bowels fall out by reason
of the sickness day by day.

16 ¶ Moreover the LORD stirred
up against Jehoram the spirit of
the Philistines, and of the Arabi-
ans, that were near the Ethiopians:

17  And they came up into
Judah, and brake into it, and car-
ried away all the substance that
was found in the king’s house, and
his sons also, and his wives; so that

there was never a son left him,
save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his
sons.

18 ¶ And after all this the LORD
smote him in his bowels with an
incurable disease.

19  And it came to pass, that in
process of time, after the end of two
years, his bowels fell out by reason
of his sickness: so he died of sore
diseases. And his people made no
burning for him, like the burning of
his fathers.

20  Thirty and two years old was
he when he began to reign, and he
reigned in Jerusalem eight years,
and departed without being
desired. Howbeit they buried him
in the city of David, but not in the
sepulchres of the kings.

CHAPTER 22

AND the inhabitants of
Jerusalem made Ahaziah his

youngest son king in his stead: for
the band of men that came with the
Arabians to the camp had slain all
the eldest. So Ahaziah the son of
Jehoram king of Judah reigned.

2  Forty and two years old was
Ahaziah when he began to reign,
and he reigned one year in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name also
was Athaliah the daughter of Omri.

3  He also walked in the ways of
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the house of Ahab: for his mother
was his counsellor to do wickedly.

4  Wherefore he did evil in the
sight of the LORD like the house of
Ahab: for they were his counsellors
after the death of his father to his
destruction.

5 ¶ He walked also after their
counsel, and went with Jehoram
the son of Ahab king of Israel to
war against Hazael king of Syria at
Ramothgilead: and the Syrians
smote Joram.

6  And he returned to be healed
in Jezreel because of the wounds
which were given him at Ramah,
when he fought with Hazael king of
Syria. And Azariah the son of Jeho-
ram king of Judah went down to
see Jehoram the son of Ahab at
Jezreel, because he was sick.

7  And the destruction of Ahazi-
ah was of God by coming to Joram:
for when he was come, he went out
with Jehoram against Jehu the son
of Nimshi, whom the LORD had
anointed to cut off the house of
Ahab.

8  And it came to pass, that, when
Jehu was executing judgment upon
the house of Ahab, and found the
princes of Judah, and the sons of the
brethren of Ahaziah, that minis-
tered to Ahaziah, he slew them.

9  And he sought Ahaziah: and
they caught him, (for he was hid in
Samaria,) and brought him to
Jehu: and when they had slain
him, they buried him: Because,
said they, he is the son of
Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD
with all his heart. So the house of
Ahaziah had no power to keep still
the kingdom.

10 ¶ But when Athaliah the
mother of Ahaziah saw that her
son was dead, she arose and
destroyed all the seed royal of the
house of Judah.

11  But Jehoshabeath, the
daughter of the king, took Joash
the son of Ahaziah, and stole him
from among the king’s sons that
were slain, and put him and his
nurse in a bedchamber. So
Jehoshabeath, the daughter of king
Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the
priest, (for she was the sister of
Ahaziah,) hid him from Athaliah,
so that she slew him not.

12  And he was with them hid in
the house of God six years: and
Athaliah reigned over the land.

CHAPTER 23

AND in the seventh year Jehoia-
da strengthened himself, and

took the captains of hundreds,
Azariah the son of Jeroham, and
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Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, and
Azariah the son of Obed, and Maa-
seiah the son of Adaiah, and
Elishaphat the son of Zichri, into
covenant with him.

2  And they went about in Judah,
and gathered the Levites out of all
the cities of Judah, and the chief of
the fathers of Israel, and they came
to Jerusalem.

3  And all the congregation made
a covenant with the king in the
house of God. And he said unto
them, Behold, the king’s son shall
reign, as the LORD hath said of the
sons of David.

4  This is the thing that ye shall
do; A third part of you entering on
the sabbath, of the priests and of
the Levites, shall be porters of the
doors;

5  And a third part shall be at
the king’s house; and a third part
at the gate of the foundation: and
all the people shall be in the courts
of the house of the LORD.

6  But let none come into the
house of the LORD, save the priests,
and they that minister of the
Levites; they shall go in, for they
are holy: but all the people shall
keep the watch of the LORD.

7  And the Levites shall compass
the king round about, every man

with his weapons in his hand; and
whosoever else cometh into the
house, he shall be put to death: but
be ye with the king when he
cometh in, and when he goeth out.

8  So the Levites and all Judah
did according to all things that
Jehoiada the priest had command-
ed, and took every man his men
that were to come in on the sab-
bath, with them that were to go out
on the sabbath: for Jehoiada the
priest dismissed not the courses.

9  Moreover Jehoiada the priest
delivered to the captains of hun-
dreds spears, and bucklers, and
shields, that had been king David’s,
which were in the house of God.

10  And he set all the people,
every man having his weapon in
his hand, from the right side of the
temple to the left side of the tem-
ple, along by the altar and the tem-
ple, by the king round about.

11  Then they brought out the
king’s son, and put upon him the
crown, and gave him the testimony,
and made him king. And Jehoiada
and his sons anointed him, and
said, God save the king.

12 ¶ Now when Athaliah heard
the noise of the people running and
praising the king, she came to the
people into the house of the LORD:
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13  And she looked, and, behold,
the king stood at his pillar at the
entering in, and the princes and
the trumpets by the king: and all
the people of the land rejoiced, and
sounded with trumpets, also the
singers with instruments of
musick, and such as taught to sing
praise. Then Athaliah rent her
clothes, and said, Treason, Treason.

14  Then Jehoiada the priest
brought out the captains of hun-
dreds that were set over the host,
and said unto them, Have her forth
of the ranges: and whoso followeth
her, let him be slain with the
sword. For the priest said, Slay her
not in the house of the LORD.

15  So they laid hands on her;
and when she was come to the
entering of the horse gate by the
king’s house, they slew her there.

16 ¶ And Jehoiada made a
covenant between him, and
between all the people, and
between the king, that they should
be the LORD’s people.

17  Then all the people went to
the house of Baal, and brake it
down, and brake his altars and his
images in pieces, and slew Mattan
the priest of Baal before the altars.

18  Also Jehoiada appointed the
offices of the house of the LORD by

the hand of the priests the Levites,
whom David had distributed in the
house of the LORD, to offer the
burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is
written in the law of Moses, with
rejoicing and with singing, as it
was ordained by David.

19  And he set the porters at the
gates of the house of the LORD, that
none which was unclean in any
thing should enter in.

20  And he took the captains of
hundreds, and the nobles, and the
governors of the people, and all the
people of the land, and brought
down the king from the house of
the LORD: and they came through
the high gate into the king’s house,
and set the king upon the throne of
the kingdom.

21  And all the people of the land
rejoiced: and the city was quiet,
after that they had slain Athaliah
with the sword.

CHAPTER 24

JOASH was seven years old
when he began to reign, and he

reigned forty years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name also was Zibiah
of Beersheba.

2  And Joash did that which was
right in the sight of the LORD all
the days of Jehoiada the priest.

3  And Jehoiada took for him two
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wives; and he begat sons and
daughters.

4 ¶ And it came to pass after
this, that Joash was minded to
repair the house of the LORD.

5  And he gathered together the
priests and the Levites, and said to
them, Go out unto the cities of
Judah, and gather of all Israel
money to repair the house of your
God from year to year, and see that
ye hasten the matter. Howbeit the
Levites hastened it not.

6  And the king called for Jehoia-
da the chief, and said unto him,
Why hast thou not required of the
Levites to bring in out of Judah
and out of Jerusalem the collection,
according to the commandment of
Moses the servant of the LORD, and
of the congregation of Israel, for the
tabernacle of witness?

7  For the sons of Athaliah, that
wicked woman, had broken up the
house of God; and also all the dedi-
cated things of the house of the
LORD did they bestow upon Baalim.

8  And at the king’s command-
ment they made a chest, and set it
without at the gate of the house of
the LORD.

9  And they made a proclamation
through Judah and Jerusalem, to
bring in to the LORD the collection

that Moses the servant of God laid
upon Israel in the wilderness.

10  And all the princes and all
the people rejoiced, and brought in,
and cast into the chest, until they
had made an end.

11  Now it came to pass, that at
what time the chest was brought
unto the king’s office by the hand of
the Levites, and when they saw
that there was much money, the
king’s scribe and the high priest’s
officer came and emptied the chest,
and took it, and carried it to his
place again. Thus they did day by
day, and gathered money in abun-
dance.

12  And the king and Jehoiada
gave it to such as did the work of
the service of the house of the
LORD, and hired masons and car-
penters to repair the house of the
LORD, and also such as wrought
iron and brass to mend the house of
the LORD.

13  So the workmen wrought, and
the work was perfected by them,
and they set the house of God in his
state, and strengthened it.

14  And when they had finished
it, they brought the rest of the
money before the king and Jehoia-
da, whereof were made vessels for
the house of the LORD, even vessels
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to minister, and to offer withal, and
spoons, and vessels of gold and sil-
ver. And they offered burnt offer-
ings in the house of the LORD con-
tinually all the days of Jehoiada.

15 ¶ But Jehoiada waxed old,
and was full of days when he died;
an hundred and thirty years old
was he when he died.

16  And they buried him in the city
of David among the kings, because
he had done good in Israel, both
toward God, and toward his house.

17  Now after the death of
Jehoiada came the princes of
Judah, and made obeisance to the
king. Then the king hearkened
unto them.

18  And they left the house of the
LORD God of their fathers, and
served groves and idols: and wrath
came upon Judah and Jerusalem
for this their trespass.

19  Yet he sent prophets to them,
to bring them again unto the LORD;
and they testified against them:
but they would not give ear.

20  And the Spirit of God came
upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada
the priest, which stood above the
people, and said unto them, Thus
saith God, Why transgress ye the
commandments of the LORD, that
ye cannot prosper? because ye have

forsaken the LORD, he hath also for-
saken you.

21  And they conspired against
him, and stoned him with stones at
the commandment of the king in
the court of the house of the LORD.

22  Thus Joash the king remem-
bered not the kindness which
Jehoiada his father had done to
him, but slew his son. And when he
died, he said, The LORD look upon
it, and require it.

23 ¶ And it came to pass at the
end of the year, that the host of
Syria came up against him: and
they came to Judah and Jerusalem,
and destroyed all the princes of the
people from among the people, and
sent all the spoil of them unto the
king of Damascus.

24  For the army of the Syrians
came with a small company of men,
and the LORD delivered a very
great host into their hand, because
they had forsaken the LORD God of
their fathers. So they executed
judgment against Joash.

25  And when they were depart-
ed from him, (for they left him in
great diseases,) his own servants
conspired against him for the blood
of the sons of Jehoiada the priest,
and slew him on his bed, and he
died: and they buried him in the
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city of David, but they buried him
not in the sepulchres of the kings.

26  And these are they that con-
spired against him; Zabad the son
of Shimeath an Ammonitess, and
Jehozabad the son of Shimrith a
Moabitess.

27 ¶ Now concerning his sons,
and the greatness of the burdens
laid upon him, and the repairing of
the house of God, behold, they are
written in the story of the book of
the kings. And Amaziah his son
reigned in his stead.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Chapter 21 records the rule of Jehoshaphat’s

eldest son, Jehoram. His reign was a very wicked
one. In verses 1-7 he kills all his brothers. “And he
walked in the way of the kings of Israel, like as did
the house of Ahab.” His continual evil deeds brought
doom to him. His doom was pronounced by a letter
which had been written by Elijah and probably deliv-
ered by Elisha. Verses 16-20 record the disastrous end
of Jehoram. He was smitten by the Lord with an
incurable disease. Jehoram was 32 years old when he
began his reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight
years. Verse 20 tells us that he “departed without
being desired.” Jehoram had been a wicked king and
the people would not miss him. What a tragedy that a
man with such an opportunity to live for the Lord
completely rejected God and His teachings. Jehoram
lived and died tragically. Opportunities given him
were passed by with apparently no thought of them.

In chapter 22 we have the accession of Ahaziah
over Judah, and his wicked reign is recorded in the
first nine verses. He was slain by Jehu and, in verse
10, Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah tried to destroy
all the seed of the house of Judah. But Jehoshabeath,
the daughter of King Jehoram, and sister of Ahaziah,
took Joash, the son of Ahaziah, and his him in the
bedchamber, thus saving the royal seed of Judah.

In chapter 23 Joash becomes king and Athaliah is
executed. Verses 16-21 of that same chapter record
the revival that spread throughout the land, under
the godly leadership of Jehoiada the priest.

Chapter 24 gives a synopsis of Joash’s rule; the
repair of the Temple; the death of Jehoiada; the apos-
tasy of the princes and kings; the stoning of Jehoia-
da’s son, Zechariah; and Joash’s violent death, with
his son, Amaziah, succeeding him.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the Lord;
but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him”
(Proverbs 14:2).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 15: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 10.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

ELBERT WHITE

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

BOB AND DEBBIE ALLPORT

HYMN FOR TODAY
HARK! TEN THOUSAND HARPS AND VOICES

by Thomas Kelly, 1769-1854
As Christians we often reflect about anticipated

sights of heaven—golden streets, jasper walls, crystal
seas, jeweled crowns...but what about the sounds of
heaven? From what we can learn from the Bible,
heaven is a place of loud, inspiring sounds and much
music.

The author of this hymn text, Thomas Kelly, saw
with the eye of imagination the thrilling scene in
heaven when the thousands upon thousands of
angels give praise to Christ for His victorious mission
to earth to accomplish man’s redemption. And the
thrilling truth is that some day we redeemed mortals
will join that heavenly chorus. Throughout the ages
our main occupation will be singing and playing our
“glories to the King!” Alleluia!

This is another triumphant ascension hymn from
the pen of Thomas Kelly, one of Ireland’s finest evan-
gelical preachers and spiritual poets of the 19th cen-
tury. The hymn first appeared in one of Kelly’s collec-
tions of hymns published in 1806. It was originally
titled, “Let All the Angels of God Worship Him.”

Hark! ten thousand harps and voices
Sound the note of praise above;
Jesus reigns and heav’n rejoices;
Jesus reigns, the God of love.



See, He sits on yonder throne:
Jesus rules the world alone.

Sing how Jesus came from heaven,
How He bore the cross below,
How all pow’r to Him is given,
How He reigns in glory now.
‘Tis a great and endless theme—
O, ‘tis sweet to sing of Him.

King of glory, reign forever!
Thine an everlasting crown.
Nothing from Thy love shall sever
Those whom Thou hast made Thine own:
Happy objects of Thy grace,
Destined to behold Thy face.

Saviour, hasten Thine appearing;
Bring, O bring the glorious day,
When, the awful summons hearing,
Heav’n and earth shall pass away.
Then with golden harps we’ll sing,
“Glory, glory to our King!”

Refrain:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! A-men.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1490 B.C.
THE SUBSTITUTE PASSOVER DATE FOR
THOSE WHO HAD BEEN OUT OF THE
COUNTRY.

This is a most interesting thing. Those who had
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been out of the country at the first Passover were
allowed to have one on this date.

1796
SMALLPOX VACCINATION WAS DISCOVERED
BY EDWARD JENNER.

What a change this has made in our nation and in
our health. Though smallpox is no longer a scourge,
let us bless God for this discovery today.

1804
THE DATE OF THE BEGINNING OF THE LEWIS
AND CLARK EXPEDITION.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1867
RIOT, MOBILE, ALA., AFTER A BLACK MASS
MEETING.

One black and one white were killed. Knights of
White Camelia, a paramilitary white supremacist
organization, founded in Louisiana.

1961
BUS WITH FIRST GROUP OF FREEDOM RID-
ERS BOMBED AND BURNED BY SEGREGA-
TIONISTS OUTSIDE ANNISTON, ALABAMA.

Group was attacked in Anniston and Birmingham.

1970
TWO STUDENTS KILLED BY OFFICERS IN
MAJOR RACIAL DISTURBANCE AT JACKSON
STATE UNIVERSITY (MISS.).
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "I MUST BECOME BETTER BEFORE BECOMING A
CHRISTIAN"

(Assignment 15)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

( ) Luke 5:31
And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.

( ) Luke 5:32
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

( ) Luke 18:10
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

( ) Luke 18:11
The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

( ) Luke 18:12 (see Luke 18:13-14)
I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


