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CHAPTER 18

NOW after this it came to pass,
that David smote the

Philistines, and subdued them, and
took Gath and her towns out of the
hand of the Philistines.

2  And he smote Moab; and the
Moabites became David’s servants,
and brought gifts.

3 ¶ And David smote Hadarezer
king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he
went to stablish his dominion by
the river Euphrates.

4  And David took from him a
thousand chariots, and seven thou-
sand horsemen, and twenty thou-
sand footmen: David also houghed
all the chariot horses, but reserved
of them an hundred chariots.

5  And when the Syrians of Dam-
ascus came to help Hadarezer king
of Zobah, David slew of the Syrians
two and twenty thousand men.

6  Then David put garrisons in
Syriadamascus; and the Syrians
became David’s servants, and
brought gifts. Thus the LORD pre-
served David whithersoever he
went.

7  And David took the shields of
gold that were on the servants of
Hadarezer, and brought them to
Jerusalem.

8  Likewise from Tibhath, and
from Chun, cities of Hadarezer,
brought David very much brass,
wherewith Solomon made the
brasen sea, and the pillars, and the
vessels of brass.

9 ¶ Now when Tou king of
Hamath heard how David had
smitten all the host of Hadarezer
king of Zobah;

10  He sent Hadoram his son to
king David, to enquire of his wel-
fare, and to congratulate him,
because he had fought against
Hadarezer, and smitten him; (for
Hadarezer had war with Tou;) and
with him all manner of vessels of
gold and silver and brass.

11 ¶ Them also king David dedi-
cated unto the LORD, with the silver
and the gold that he brought from
all these nations; from Edom, and
from Moab, and from the children
of Ammon, and from the
Philistines, and from Amalek.

MAY 5
Read 1 Chronicles 18–21



MAY 5 THE DAILY BIBLE PAGE 2

12  Moreover Abishai the son of
Zeruiah slew of the Edomites in the
valley of salt eighteen thousand.

13 ¶ And he put garrisons in
Edom; and all the Edomites
became David’s servants. Thus the
LORD preserved David whithersoev-
er he went.

14 ¶ So David reigned over all
Israel, and executed judgment and
justice among all his people.

15  And Joab the son of Zeruiah
was over the host; and
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud,
recorder.

16  And Zadok the son of Ahitub,
and Abimelech the son of Abiathar,
were the priests; and Shavsha was
scribe;

17  And Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada was over the Cherethites
and the Pelethites; and the sons of
David were chief about the king.

CHAPTER 19

NOW it came to pass after this,
that Nahash the king of the

children of Ammon died, and his
son reigned in his stead.

2  And David said, I will shew
kindness unto Hanun the son of
Nahash, because his father shewed
kindness to me. And David sent
messengers to comfort him con-
cerning his father. So the servants

of David came into the land of the
children of Ammon to Hanun, to
comfort him.

3  But the princes of the children
of Ammon said to Hanun, Thinkest
thou that David doth honour thy
father, that he hath sent com-
forters unto thee? are not his ser-
vants come unto thee for to search,
and to overthrow, and to spy out
the land?

4  Wherefore Hanun took David’s
servants, and shaved them, and cut
off their garments in the midst
hard by their buttocks, and sent
them away.

5  Then there went certain, and
told David how the men were
served. And he sent to meet them:
for the men were greatly ashamed.
And the king said, Tarry at Jericho
until your beards be grown, and
then return.

6 ¶ And when the children of
Ammon saw that they had made
themselves odious to David, Hanun
and the children of Ammon sent a
thousand talents of silver to hire
them chariots and horsemen out of
Mesopotamia, and out of Syria-
maachah, and out of Zobah.

7  So they hired thirty and two
thousand chariots, and the king of
Maachah and his people; who came
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and pitched before Medeba. And
the children of Ammon gathered
themselves together from their
cities, and came to battle.

8  And when David heard of it,
he sent Joab, and all the host of the
mighty men.

9  And the children of Ammon
came out, and put the battle in
array before the gate of the city:
and the kings that were come were
by themselves in the field.

10  Now when Joab saw that the
battle was set against him before
and behind, he chose out of all the
choice of Israel, and put them in
array against the Syrians.

11  And the rest of the people he
delivered unto the hand of Abishai
his brother, and they set themselves
in array against the children of
Ammon.

12  And he said, If the Syrians be
too strong for me, then thou shalt
help me: but if the children of
Ammon be too strong for thee, then
I will help thee.

13  Be of good courage, and let us
behave ourselves valiantly for our
people, and for the cities of our
God: and let the LORD do that
which is good in his sight.

14  So Joab and the people that
were with him drew nigh before the

Syrians unto the battle; and they
fled before him.

15  And when the children of
Ammon saw that the Syrians were
fled, they likewise fled before
Abishai his brother, and entered
into the city. Then Joab came to
Jerusalem.

16 ¶ And when the Syrians
saw that they were put to the
worse before Israel, they sent
messengers, and drew forth the
Syrians that were beyond the
river: and Shophach the captain
of the host of Hadarezer went
before them.

17  And it was told David; and he
gathered all Israel, and passed over
Jordan, and came upon them, and
set the battle in array against
them. So when David had put the
battle in array against the Syrians,
they fought with him.

18  But the Syrians fled before
Israel; and David slew of the Syri-
ans seven thousand men which
fought in chariots, and forty thou-
sand footmen, and killed Shophach
the captain of the host.

19  And when the servants of
Hadarezer saw that they were put
to the worse before Israel, they
made peace with David, and
became his servants: neither would
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the Syrians help the children of
Ammon any more.

CHAPTER 20

AND it came to pass, that after
the year was expired, at the

time that kings go out to battle,
Joab led forth the power of the
army, and wasted the country of
the children of Ammon, and came
and besieged Rabbah. But David
tarried at Jerusalem. And Joab
smote Rabbah, and destroyed it.

2  And David took the crown of
their king from off his head, and
found it to weigh a talent of gold,
and there were precious stones in it;
and it was set upon David’s head:
and he brought also exceeding
much spoil out of the city.

3  And he brought out the people
that were in it, and cut them with
saws, and with harrows of iron, and
with axes. Even so dealt David
with all the cities of the children of
Ammon. And David and all the
people returned to Jerusalem.

4 ¶ And it came to pass after
this, that there arose war at Gezer
with the Philistines; at which time
Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Sip-
pai, that was of the children of the
giant: and they were subdued.

5  And there was war again with
the Philistines; and Elhanan the

son of Jair slew Lahmi the brother
of Goliath the Gittite, whose spear
staff was like a weaver’s beam.

6  And yet again there was war
at Gath, where was a man of great
stature, whose fingers and toes
were four and twenty, six on each
hand, and six on each foot: and he
also was the son of the giant.

7  But when he defied Israel,
Jonathan the son of Shimea
David’s brother slew him.

8  These were born unto the
giant in Gath; and they fell by the
hand of David, and by the hand of
his servants.

CHAPTER 21

AND Satan stood up against
Israel, and provoked David to

number Israel.
2  And David said to Joab and to

the rulers of the people, Go, num-
ber Israel from Beersheba even to
Dan; and bring the number of them
to me, that I may know it.

3  And Joab answered, The LORD
make his people an hundred times
so many more as they be: but, my
lord the king, are they not all my
lord’s servants? why then doth my
lord require this thing? why will he
be a cause of trespass to Israel?

4  Nevertheless the king’s word
prevailed against Joab. Wherefore
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Joab departed, and went through-
out all Israel, and came to
Jerusalem.

5 ¶ And Joab gave the sum of the
number of the people unto David.
And all they of Israel were a thou-
sand thousand and an hundred
thousand men that drew sword:
and Judah was four hundred three-
score and ten thousand men that
drew sword.

6  But Levi and Benjamin count-
ed he not among them: for the
king’s word was abominable to
Joab.

7. And God was displeased with
this thing; therefore he smote
Israel.

8  And David said unto God, I
have sinned greatly, because I have
done this thing: but now, I beseech
thee, do away the iniquity of thy
servant; for I have done very fool-
ishly.

9 ¶ And the LORD spake unto
Gad, David’s seer, saying,

10  Go and tell David, saying,
Thus saith the LORD, I offer thee
three things: choose thee one of
them, that I may do it unto thee.

11  So Gad came to David, and
said unto him, Thus saith the
LORD, Choose thee

12  Either three years’ famine; or

three months to be destroyed
before thy foes, while that the
sword of thine enemies overtaketh
thee; or else three days the sword of
the LORD, even the pestilence, in
the land, and the angel of the LORD
destroying throughout all the
coasts of Israel. Now therefore
advise thyself what word I shall
bring again to him that sent me.

13  And David said unto Gad, I
am in a great strait: let me fall now
into the hand of the LORD; for very
great are his mercies: but let me
not fall into the hand of man.

14 ¶ So the LORD sent pestilence
upon Israel: and there fell of Israel
seventy thousand men.

15  And God sent an angel unto
Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he
was destroying, the LORD beheld,
and he repented him of the evil,
and said to the angel that
destroyed, It is enough, stay now
thine hand. And the angel of the
LORD stood by the threshingfloor of
Ornan the Jebusite.

16  And David lifted up his eyes,
and saw the angel of the LORD
stand between the earth and the
heaven, having a drawn sword in
his hand stretched out over
Jerusalem. Then David and the
elders of Israel, who were clothed
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in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.
17  And David said unto God, Is

it not I that commanded the people
to be numbered? even I it is that
have sinned and done evil indeed;
but as for these sheep, what have
they done? let thine hand, I pray
thee, O LORD my God, be on me,
and on my father’s house; but not
on thy people, that they should be
plagued.

18 ¶ Then the angel of the Lord
commanded Gad to say to David,
that David should go up, and set up
an altar unto the Lord in the
threshingfloor of Ornan the
Jebusite.

19  And David went up at the
saying of Gad, which he spake in
the name of the Lord.

20  And Ornan turned back, and
saw the angel; and his four sons
with him hid themselves. Now
Ornan was threshing wheat.

21  And as David came to Ornan,
Ornan looked and saw David, and
went out of the threshingfloor, and
bowed himself to David with his
face to the ground.

22  Then David said to Ornan,
Grant me the place of this thresh-
ingfloor, that I may build an altar
therein unto the LORD: thou shalt
grant it me for the full price: that

the plague may be stayed from the
people.

23  And Ornan said unto David,
Take it to thee, and let my lord the
king do that which is good in his
eyes: lo, I give thee the oxen also for
burnt offerings, and the threshing
instruments for wood, and the
wheat for the meat offering; I give
it all.

24  And king David said to
Ornan, Nay; but I will verily buy it
for the full price: for I will not take
that which is thine for the Lord,
nor offer burnt offerings without
cost.

25  So David gave to Ornan for
the place six hundred shekels of
gold by weight.

26  And David built there an
altar unto the LORD, and offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings,
and called upon the LORD; and he
answered him from heaven by fire
upon the altar of burnt offering.

27  And the LORD commanded
the angel; and he put up his sword
again into the sheath thereof.

28 ¶ At that time when David
saw that the LORD had answered
him in the threshingfloor of Ornan
the Jebusite, then he sacrificed
there.

29  For the tabernacle of the
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LORD, which Moses made in the
wilderness, and the altar of the
burnt offering, were at that season
in the high place at Gibeon.

30  But David could not go before
it to enquire of God: for he was
afraid because of the sword of the
angel of the LORD.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Israel had become a powerful nation. David had

been elevated by the Lord to a great place of respon-
sibility. As a result, David and the people became
proud. David had forgotten that all the glory of the
nation had come from the Lord. The lust of the flesh
had led David to commit an awful sin with Bathshe-
ba. Now, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life have
urged him to number the people and glory in his
greatness.

David’s sin was not in numbering the people. His
sin was the motive which led him to number the peo-
ple. His only purpose for numbering the people was
to glory in himself. God never allows this. The Lord
sent the pestilence. The whole nation of Israel paid
for David’s sin. This is a principle of life which cannot
be escaped. Whenever a Christian sins other people
are always hurt. “No man liveth unto himself.” I
recently heard an alcoholic say, “All the harm I do, I
do to myself.” This is not true. When a man sins, he
hurts his wife and children. He hurts the society in
which he lives. He grieves the Lord. He damages his
own body, which is the temple of the Holy Spirit.

God’s grace is greater than all our sin. When
David and the elders of Israel fell upon their faces in
genuine repentance, God gave deliverance. The Lord
instructed them to make a sacrifice on Ornan’s
threshing-floor. God accepted the sacrifice because it
was made according to His Word. The judgment upon
the people ceased.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse
lips put far from thee” (Proverbs 4:24).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 14: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 10.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

DIX LEWIS, II

HYMN FOR TODAY

FAIREST LORD JESUS
Text from M_nster Gesangbuch, 1677

4th verse translated by
Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904

This lovely hymn extolling the beauty and virtues of
Christ leads us to the praise and worship of our
“beautiful Saviour.” The vivid comparisons of all the
enjoyable sights of nature with Jesus, who is the very
source and essence of all beuaty, fill us with awe.
Then we are reminded that our Saviour outshines all
creations of God, including the hosts of angels. How
worthy He is of the deepest “glory and honor, praise,
adoration now and forevermore!”

Little is known of the origin of this inspiring
hymn. It is thought by some to have been sung in the
12th century by the German crusaders as they made
their wearisome and dangerous trip to the Holy Land.
Another source claims that this was one of the hymns
used by the followers of John Hus. These were Mora-
vian believers who were driven out of Bohemia in the
bloody anti-Reformation purge of 1620. They settled
in Silesia, now a part of Poland. “Fairest Lord Jesus”
is thought to be a folk hymn that came from these
devout Silesian peasants. The fourth verse, a fine
translation by Joseph A. Seiss, emphasizes the dual
nature of the Saviour—”Son of God and Son of
Man”—as well as the praise that will be eternally His.

Whatever the actual origin of the hymn may be,
Christians for centuries have been blessed with this
worshipful and joyful text, which focuses our view on
the fair Son of God, who reveals to us the glory of the
Father.

Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature!
O Thou of God and man the Son!
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor,
Thou my soul’s glory, joy and crown!

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the blooming garb of spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
who makes the woeful heart to sing.



Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
and all the twinkling starry host:
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels heav’n can boast.

Beautiful Saviour! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration now
and forevermore be Thine!

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1821
THE DATE NAPOLEON DIED.

Pray for the people of France today. Pray for
Christians there, and for preachers there.

1847
THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION WAS
ORGANIZED IN PHILADELPHIA.

Perhaps we should pause for a few moments
today and thank God for good, faithful, medical doc-
tors. I have several friends who are studying medicine
in preparation to be doctors. Among them are Sung
Choe, Joseph Chun and Ki Jeung Lee. Dr. Lee was a
practicing physician in Korea, and will soon become
one in the United States. Have you ever written your
doctor who is interested in your family? This would
be a good day to express appreciation to him and to
thank God for him.

1917
THE BIRTHDAY OF JOE BOYD.

Joe Boyd is a preacher who for many years was a
most successful evangelist. He was an All-American
football player at Texas A&M in 1939, and played for
Texas A&M in the Sugar Bowl game on New Year’s
Day in 1940. He was licensed and ordained in the
same church where Jack Hyles was, and he is one of
the greatest soul winners Jack Hyles has ever met. Dr.
Hyles claims to have learned more about personal
soul winning from this man of God than any other
person. Brother Boyd has emphasized personal soul
winning through the years. How long has it been
since you won a soul to Christ? Why not, today, make
a concerted effort to lead someone personally to
Jesus Christ. You have no idea the joy that it will
bring to you.

1955
WEST GERMANY WAS MADE INDEPENDENT.

Pray for our Christian brothers and sisters in this
nation.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1905
FIRST ISSUE OF THE NEWS PAPER CHICAGO
DEFENDER PUBLISHED by Robert S. Abbott.

1971
RIOT, BROWNSVILLE SECTION OF
NEW YORK CITY.
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Bohemian reformer. John Huss was ordained to
the priesthood of the Roman Catholic Church in 1401,
after receiving the bachelor’s and master’s degrees at
the University of Prague. He became a powerful
preacher of Roman doctrine, until he began to trans-
late some of the sermons of John Wycliffe into the
Bohemian language. These sermons moved him to cry
out for reform in the Church, and a return to the
authority of the Scriptures as the sole source of faith
and doctrine for the Christian.

He at once was branded a heretic, excommunicat-
ed, and his writings were suppressed. He found refuge
outside of Prague, where he continued to preach,
write, and study. The chief product of his pen concern-
ing the Church developed the Wycliffe teachings con-
cerning the universal priesthood of all believers, stat-
ing in no uncertain terms that Christ is the only Head
of the church.

In 1414 he was promised safe conduct by the Pope
and the Emperor Sigismund to the Council of Con-
stance to present his views. Instead of hearing him, the
Council had him arrested, gave him a mock trial with-
out the benefit of an advocate, and condemned him to
death as a heretic. He was kept in prison for seven
months before he was brought forth to be burned. As
Huss stood before the stake he said, “In the truth of
the Gospel which I have written, taught, and preached,
I die willingly and joyfully today.” Then the fire was
kindled, and as the red tongues of flame driven by the
wind from the Lake of Boden rose high around the
body of the martyr, Huss sang, “Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Living God, have mercy on me.”

The Pope dismissed his own broken promise of safe
conduct to Huss with, “When dealing with heretics,
one is not obligated to keep his word.”

A Christian Life
JOHN HUSS
1369-1415
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "I AM TOO GREAT A SINNER"

(Assignment 14)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV.com page.)

( ) Isaiah 1:18
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

( ) 1 Timothy 1:15
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners; of whom I am chief.

( ) Romans 5:6
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

( ) Romans 5:7
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare
to die.

( ) Romans 5:8
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.


