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CHAPTER 24

AND it came to pass, when Saul
was returned from following

the Philistines, that it was told
him, saying, Behold, David is in the
wilderness of Engedi.

2  Then Saul took three thou-
sand chosen men out of all Israel,
and went to seek David and his
men upon the rocks of the wild
goats.

3  And he came to the sheepcotes
by the way, where was a cave; and
Saul went in to cover his feet: and
David and his men remained in the
sides of the cave.

4  And the men of David said
unto him, Behold the day of which
the LORD said unto thee, Behold, I
will deliver thine enemy into thine
hand, that thou mayest do to him
as it shall seem good unto thee.
Then David arose, and cut off the
skirt of Saul’s robe privily.

5  And it came to pass afterward,
that David’s heart smote him,
because he had cut off Saul’s skirt.

6  And he said unto his men, The
LORD forbid that I should do this

thing unto my master, the LORD’S
anointed, to stretch forth mine
hand against him, seeing he is the
anointed of the LORD.

7  So David stayed his servants
with these words, and suffered
them not to rise against Saul. But
Saul rose up out of the cave, and
went on his way.

8  David also arose afterward,
and went out of the cave, and cried
after Saul, saying, My lord the
king. And when Saul looked behind
him, David stooped with his face to
the earth, and bowed himself.

9 ¶ And David said to Saul,
Wherefore hearest thou men’s
words, saying, Behold, David
seeketh thy hurt?

10  Behold, this day thine eyes
have seen how that the LORD had
delivered thee to day into mine
hand in the cave: and some bade
me kill thee: but mine eye spared
thee; and I said, I will not put forth
mine hand against my lord; for he
is the LORD’S anointed.

11  Moreover, my father, see, yea,
see the skirt of thy robe in my
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hand: for in that I cut off the skirt
of thy robe, and killed thee not,
know thou and see that there is nei-
ther evil nor transgression in mine
hand, and I have not sinned
against thee; yet thou huntest my
soul to take it.

12  The LORD judge between me
and thee, and the LORD avenge me
of thee: but mine hand shall not be
upon thee.

13  As saith the proverb of the
ancients, Wickedness proceedeth
from the wicked: but mine hand
shall not be upon thee.

14  After whom is the king of
Israel come out? after whom dost
thou pursue? after a dead dog, after
a flea.

15  The LORD therefore be judge,
and judge between me and thee,
and see, and plead my cause, and
deliver me out of thine hand.

16 ¶ And it came to pass, when
David had made an end of speaking
these words unto Saul, that Saul
said, Is this thy voice, my son
David? And Saul lifted up his voice,
and wept.

17  And he said to David, Thou
art more righteous than I: for thou
hast rewarded me good, whereas I
have rewarded thee evil.

18  And thou hast shewed this

day how that thou hast dealt well
with me: forasmuch as when the
LORD had delivered me into thine
hand, thou killedst me not.

19  For if a man find his enemy,
will he let him go well away?
wherefore the LORD reward thee
good for that thou hast done unto
me this day.

20  And now, behold, I know well
that thou shalt surely be king, and
that the kingdom of Israel shall be
established in thine hand.

21  Swear now therefore unto me
by the LORD, that thou wilt not cut
off my seed after me, and that thou
wilt not destroy my name out of my
father’s house.

22  And David sware unto Saul.
And Saul went home; but David and
his men gat them up unto the hold.

CHAPTER 25

AND Samuel died; and all the
Israelites were gathered

together, and lamented him, and
buried him in his house at Ramah.
And David arose, and went down to
the wilderness of Paran.

2. And there was a man in Maon,
whose possessions were in Carmel;
and the man was very great, and
he had three thousand sheep, and a
thousand goats: and he was shear-
ing his sheep in Carmel.
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3  Now the name of the man was
Nabal; and the name of his wife
Abigail: and she was a woman of
good understanding, and of a beau-
tiful countenance: but the man was
churlish and evil in his doings; and
he was of the house of Caleb.

4 ¶ And David heard in the
wilderness that Nabal did shear his
sheep.

5  And David sent out ten young
men, and David said unto the
young men, Get you up to Carmel,
and go to Nabal, and greet him in
my name:

6  And thus shall ye say to him
that liveth in prosperity, Peace be
both to thee, and peace be to thine
house, and peace be unto all that
thou hast.

7  And now I have heard that
thou hast shearers: now thy shep-
herds which were with us, we hurt
them not, neither was there ought
missing unto them, all the while
they were in Carmel.

8  Ask thy young men, and they
will shew thee. Wherefore let the
young men find favour in thine
eyes: for we come in a good day:
give, I pray thee, whatsoever
cometh to thine hand unto thy ser-
vants, and to thy son David.

9  And when David’s young men

came, they spake to Nabal accord-
ing to all those words in the name
of David, and ceased.

10 ¶ And Nabal answered
David’s servants, and said, Who is
David? and who is the son of Jesse?
there be many servants now a days
that break away every man from
his master.

11  Shall I then take my bread,
and my water, and my flesh that I
have killed for my shearers, and
give it unto men, whom I know not
whence they be?

12. So David’s young men turned
their way, and went again, and
came and told him all those say-
ings.

13  And David said unto his men,
Gird ye on every man his sword.
And they girded on every man his
sword; and David also girded on his
sword: and there went up after
David about four hundred men;
and two hundred abode by the
stuff.

14 ¶ But one of the young men
told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying,
Behold, David sent messengers out
of the wilderness to salute our mas-
ter; and he railed on them.

15  But the men were very good
unto us, and we were not hurt, nei-
ther missed we any thing, as long
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as we were conversant with them,
when we were in the fields:

16  They were a wall unto us
both by night and day, all the while
we were with them keeping the
sheep.

17  Now therefore know and con-
sider what thou wilt do; for evil is
determined against our master,
and against all his household: for
he is such a son of Belial, that a
man cannot speak to him.

18 ¶ Then Abigail made haste,
and took two hundred loaves, and
two bottles of wine, and five sheep
ready dressed, and five measures of
parched corn, and an hundred clus-
ters of raisins, and two hundred
cakes of figs, and laid them on asses.

19  And she said unto her ser-
vants, Go on before me; behold, I
come after you. But she told not
her husband Nabal.

20  And it was so, as she rode on
the ass, that she came down by the
covert of the hill, and, behold,
David and his men came down
against her; and she met them.

21  Now David had said, Surely
in vain have I kept all that this fel-
low hath in the wilderness, so that
nothing was missed of all that per-
tained unto him: and he hath
requited me evil for good.

22  So and more also do God unto
the enemies of David, if I leave of
all that pertain to him by the morn-
ing light any that pisseth against
the wall.

23  And when Abigail saw David,
she hasted, and lighted off the ass,
and fell before David on her face,
and bowed herself to the ground,

24  And fell at his feet, and said,
Upon me, my lord, upon me let this
iniquity be: and let thine hand-
maid, I pray thee, speak in thine
audience, and hear the words of
thine handmaid.

25  Let not my lord, I pray thee,
regard this man of Belial, even
Nabal: for as his name is, so is he;
Nabal is his name, and folly is with
him: but I thine handmaid saw not
the young men of my lord, whom
thou didst send.

26  Now therefore, my lord, as
the LORD liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, seeing the LORD hath with-
holden thee from coming to shed
blood, and from avenging thyself
with thine own hand, now let thine
enemies, and they that seek evil to
my lord, be as Nabal.

27  And now this blessing which
thine handmaid hath brought unto
my lord, let it even be given unto
the young men that follow my lord.
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28  I pray thee, forgive the tres-
pass of thine handmaid: for the
LORD will certainly make my lord a
sure house; because my lord fight-
eth the battles of the LORD, and evil
hath not been found in thee all thy
days.

29  Yet a man is risen to pursue
thee, and to seek thy soul: but the
soul of my lord shall be bound in
the bundle of life with the LORD thy
God; and the souls of thine ene-
mies, them shall he sling out, as
out of the middle of a sling.

30  And it shall come to pass,
when the LORD shall have done to
my lord according to all the good
that he hath spoken concerning
thee, and shall have appointed thee
ruler over Israel;

31  That this shall be no grief
unto thee, nor offence of heart unto
my lord, either that thou hast shed
blood causeless, or that my lord
hath avenged himself: but when
the LORD shall have dealt well with
my lord, then remember thine
handmaid.

32 ¶ And David said to Abigail,
Blessed be the LORD God of Israel,
which sent thee this day to meet
me:

33  And blessed be thy advice,
and blessed be thou, which hast

kept me this day from coming to
shed blood, and from avenging
myself with mine own hand.

34  For in very deed, as the LORD
God of Israel liveth, which hath
kept me back from hurting thee,
except thou hadst hasted and come
to meet me, surely there had not
been left unto Nabal by the morn-
ing light any that pisseth against
the wall.

35  So David received of her
hand that which she had brought
him, and said unto her, Go up in
peace to thine house; see, I have
hearkened to thy voice, and have
accepted thy person.

36 ¶ And Abigail came to Nabal;
and, behold, he held a feast in his
house, like the feast of a king; and
Nabal’s heart was merry within
him, for he was very drunken:
wherefore she told him nothing,
less or more, until the morning
light.

37  But it came to pass in the
morning, when the wine was gone
out of Nabal, and his wife had told
him these things, that his heart
died within him, and he became as
a stone.

38  And it came to pass about ten
days after, that the LORD smote
Nabal, that he died.
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39 ¶ And when David heard that
Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed
be the LORD, that hath pleaded the
cause of my reproach from the
hand of Nabal, and hath kept his
servant from evil: for the LORD
hath returned the wickedness of
Nabal upon his own head. And
David sent and communed with
Abigail, to take her to him to wife.

40  And when the servants of
David were come to Abigail to
Carmel, they spake unto her, say-
ing, David sent us unto thee, to
take thee to him to wife.

41  And she arose, and bowed

herself on her face to the earth, and
said, Behold, let thine handmaid be
a servant to wash the feet of the
servants of my lord.

42  And Abigail hasted, and
arose, and rode upon an ass, with
five damsels of hers that went after
her; and she went after the messen-
gers of David, and became his wife.

43  David also took Ahinoam of
Jezreel; and they were also both of
them his wives.

44 ¶ But Saul had given Michal
his daughter, David’s wife, to Phalti
the son of Laish, which was of Gal-
lim.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
In chapter 24 we see that God gives David the

grace he needed to show kindness to his enemy, and
this is even greater than defeating the giant Goliath!
Saul’s men had been lying about David and telling
Saul that David was trying to slay him. David had a
wonderful opportunity to do just that in this chapter.
In fact, some of David’s men even insisted that God
had arranged the circumstances. It is important that
we always test circumstances by the Word of God. So
tender was David’s heart that he repented openly of
his rash deed of cutting Saul’s robe, for he had not
shown proper respect for the Lord’s anointed. David
was willing for God to take care of Saul.

Following the temptation to kill his enemy, we see
David’s explanation to Saul in verses 8-15. How
shocked Saul must have been to hear the voice of his
son-in-law! David explained that he could easily have
killed Saul while Saul was in the cave, but that,
instead, he would let the Lord fight his battles for
him. What a gracious spirit God had given David. Oh,
that we might have that same attitude today towards
our enemies.

Chapter 25 records Samuel’s death. His obituary
is brief but comprehensive and shows the great love
of all Israel for this faithful man of God. This chapter
also records David’s marriage t Abigail, a wealthy,

tactful, and gracious woman. David finally found
refuge among the Philistines again, and was there
until the death of Saul. David also takes Ahinoam as
his wife in this chapter.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Scornful men bring a city into a snare: but wise men
turn away wrath” (Proverbs 29:8).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 13: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 8.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

CORA MINOR

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

RICK AND CINDY VERNON

HYMN FOR TODAY
WHEN WE ALL GET TO HEAVEN
by Eliza E. Hewitt, 1851-1920

For the child of God, the end of this earthly pil-
grimage is just the beginning of a glorious new life.

Our services of worship even now should be a



foretaste of that day of rejoicing when those from
every tribe, language, people, and nation see our
Lord and together “we’ll sing and shout the victory.”

The author of this hymn text, Eliza Hewitt, a
school teacher in Philadelphia, was another Christian
lay worker deeply devoted to the Sunday school
movement during the latter half of the 19th century.
Like many of the other gospel song writers of this
time, Eliza wrote her songs with the goal of reaching
and teaching children with the truths of the gospel.
She often attended the Methodist camp meetings at
Ocean Grove, New Jersey. It was here that she collab-
orated with Emily Wilson, wife of a Methodist District
Superintendent in Philadelphia, in the writing of this
popular gospel hymn, a favorite of both young and
old alike. It was first published in 1898.

The anticipation of heaven has often been
described as the oxygen of the human soul. “And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even as he is pure” (1 John 3:3).

Sing the wondrous love of Jesus, sing His mercy and His
grace;
in the mansions bright and blessed He’ll prepare for us
a place.

While we walk the pilgrim pathway clouds will over-
spread the sky;
but when trav’ling days are over not a shadow, not a
sigh.

Let us then be true and faithful, trusting, serving ev’ry
day;
just one glimpse of Him in glory will the toils of life
repay.

Onward to the prize before us! Soon His beauty we’ll
behold;
soon the pearly gates will open—We shall tread the
streets of gold.

Chorus:
When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that
will be!
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When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the victory.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY

1790
THE BIRTHDAY OF JOHN TYLER.

John Tyler was the tenth president of our nation.
It has been several days now since we turned our
attention toward the White House and toward special
prayer for our President. Hence, we do so today. Pray
for him. Pray for his family. Pray for his cabinet. Pray
for his aides.

1929
F.B. MEYER DIED.

F.B. Meyer was a great preacher and writer. Many
of his books have been published to the edification of
tens of thousands of God’s people—for example, his
devotional studies on the Gospel of John. What a
kindly man he must have been and how sweet was
his relationship with the Father! We, too, should be
kindly, and we, too, should enjoy a precious relation-
ship with God the Father. It is amazing what a happy
“Good Morning” will do to someone who is discour-
aged. A warm handshake, a pat on the back, or a
word of encouragement may mean the difference
between success and failure to a fellow traveler. Let
us be that means of difference.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1968
STUDENTS SEIZED BUILDING AT BOWIE
STATE COLLEGE.

1981
DEATH OF ERIC WILLIAMS (79), Prime Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago,in Port of Spain.  Dr. Williams
was also a historian and the author of the classic
work, Capitalism and Slavery.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC:

THE NEW CONVERT’S RESPONSIBILITY

(Assignment 13)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV.com page.)

Be identified with his Lord in Baptism.
( ) Romans 6:4 (Acts 8:36; 16:33)
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Attend the Lord’s house every Lord’s day.
( ) Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Tell what great things the Lord hath done.
( ) Mark 5:19
Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.

Like Andrew, bring nearest kin to Jesus.
( ) John 1:41 (John 1:40, 42)
He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is,
being interpreted, the Christ.

Diligently study to meet new Master’s approval.
( ) 2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


