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CHAPTER 16

AND the LORD said unto
Samuel, How long wilt thou

mourn for Saul, seeing I have
rejected him from reigning over
Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and
go, I will send thee to Jesse the
Bethlehemite: for I have provided
me a king among his sons.

2  And Samuel said, How can I
go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.
And the LORD said, Take an heifer
with thee, and say, I am come to
sacrifice to the LORD.

3  And call Jesse to the sacrifice,
and I will shew thee what thou
shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto
me him whom I name unto thee.

4  And Samuel did that which
the LORD spake, and came to Beth-
lehem. And the elders of the town
trembled at his coming, and said,
Comest thou peaceably?

5  And he said, Peaceably: I am
come to sacrifice unto the LORD:
sanctify yourselves, and come with
me to the sacrifice. And he sancti-
fied Jesse and his sons, and called
them to the sacrifice.

6 ¶ And it came to pass, when
they were come, that he looked on
Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD’S
anointed is before him.

7  But the LORD said unto
Samuel, Look not on his counte-
nance, or on the height of his
stature; because I have refused
him: for the LORD seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the out-
ward appearance, but the LORD
looketh on the heart.

8  Then Jesse called Abinadab,
and made him pass before Samuel.
And he said, Neither hath the LORD
chosen this.

9  Then Jesse made Shammah to
pass by. And he said, Neither hath
the LORD chosen this.

10  Again, Jesse made seven of
his sons to pass before Samuel.
And Samuel said unto Jesse, The
LORD hath not chosen these.

11  And Samuel said unto Jesse,
Are here all thy children? And he
said, There remaineth yet the
youngest, and, behold, he keepeth
the sheep. And Samuel said unto
Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we
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will not sit down till he come hith-
er.

12  And he sent, and brought
him in. Now he was ruddy, and
withal of a beautiful countenance,
and goodly to look to. And the LORD
said, Arise, anoint him: for this is
he.

13  Then Samuel took the horn of
oil, and anointed him in the midst
of his brethren: and the Spirit of
the LORD came upon David from
that day forward. So Samuel rose
up, and went to Ramah.

14 ¶ But the Spirit of the LORD
departed from Saul, and an evil
spirit from the LORD troubled him.

15  And Saul’s servants said unto
him, Behold now, an evil spirit from
God troubleth thee.

16  Let our lord now command
thy servants, which are before thee,
to seek out a man, who is a cunning
player on an harp: and it shall
come to pass, when the evil spirit
from God is upon thee, that he
shall play with his hand, and thou
shalt be well.

17  And Saul said unto his ser-
vants, Provide me now a man that
can play well, and bring him to me.

18  Then answered one of the
servants, and said, Behold, I have
seen a son of Jesse the Bethle-

hemite, that is cunning in playing,
and a mighty valiant man, and a
man of war, and prudent in mat-
ters, and a comely person, and the
LORD is with him.

19 ¶ Wherefore Saul sent mes-
sengers unto Jesse, and said, Send
me David thy son, which is with
the sheep.

20  And Jesse took an ass laden
with bread, and a bottle of wine,
and a kid, and sent them by David
his son unto Saul.

21  And David came to Saul, and
stood before him: and he loved him
greatly; and he became his
armourbearer.

22  And Saul sent to Jesse, say-
ing, Let David, I pray thee, stand
before me; for he hath found favour
in my sight.

23  And it came to pass, when
the evil spirit from God was upon
Saul, that David took an harp, and
played with his hand: so Saul was
refreshed, and was well, and the
evil spirit departed from him.

CHAPTER 17

NOW the Philistines gathered
together their armies to battle,

and were gathered together at
Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah,
and pitched between Shochoh and
Azekah, in Ephesdammim.
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2  And Saul and the men of
Israel were gathered together, and
pitched by the valley of Elah, and
set the battle in array against the
Philistines.

3  And the Philistines stood on a
mountain on the one side, and
Israel stood on a mountain on the
other side: and there was a valley
between them.

4 ¶ And there went out a champi-
on out of the camp of the Philistines,
named Goliath, of Gath, whose
height was six cubits and a span.

5  And he had an helmet of brass
upon his head, and he was armed
with a coat of mail; and the weight
of the coat was five thousand
shekels of brass.

6  And he had greaves of brass
upon his legs, and a target of brass
between his shoulders.

7  And the staff of his spear was
like a weaver’s beam; and his
spear’s head weighed six hundred
shekels of iron: and one bearing a
shield went before him.

8  And he stood and cried unto
the armies of Israel, and said unto
them, Why are ye come out to set
your battle in array? am not I a
Philistine, and ye servants to Saul?
choose you a man for you, and let
him come down to me.

9  If he be able to fight with me,
and to kill me, then will we be your
servants: but if I prevail against
him, and kill him, then shall ye be
our servants, and serve us.

10  And the Philistine said, I
defy the armies of Israel this day;
give me a man, that we may fight
together.

11  When Saul and all Israel
heard those words of the Philistine,
they were dismayed, and greatly
afraid.

12 ¶ Now David was the son of
that Ephrathite of Bethlehemju-
dah, whose name was Jesse; and he
had eight sons: and the man went
among men for an old man in the
days of Saul.

13  And the three eldest sons of
Jesse went and followed Saul to the
battle: and the names of his three
sons that went to the battle were
Eliab the firstborn, and next unto
him Abinadab, and the third
Shammah.

14  And David was the youngest:
and the three eldest followed Saul.

15  But David went and returned
from Saul to feed his father’s sheep
at Bethlehem.

16  And the Philistine drew near
morning and evening, and present-
ed himself forty days.
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17  And Jesse said unto David
his son, Take now for thy brethren
an ephah of this parched corn, and
these ten loaves, and run to the
camp to thy brethren;

18  And carry these ten cheeses
unto the captain of their thousand,
and look how thy brethren fare,
and take their pledge.

19  Now Saul, and they, and all
the men of Israel, were in the valley
of Elah, fighting with the
Philistines.

20 ¶ And David rose up early in
the morning, and left the sheep
with a keeper, and took, and went,
as Jesse had commanded him; and
he came to the trench, as the host
was going forth to the fight, and
shouted for the battle.

21  For Israel and the Philistines
had put the battle in array, army
against army.

22  And David left his carriage in
the hand of the keeper of the car-
riage, and ran into the army, and
came and saluted his brethren.

23  And as he talked with them,
behold, there came up the champi-
on, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath
by name, out of the armies of the
Philistines, and spake according to
the same words: and David heard
them.

24  And all the men of Israel,
when they saw the man, fled from
him, and were sore afraid.

25  And the men of Israel said,
Have ye seen this man that is come
up? surely to defy Israel is he come
up: and it shall be, that the man
who killeth him, the king will
enrich him with great riches, and
will give him his daughter, and
make his father’s house free in
Israel.

26  And David spake to the men
that stood by him, saying, What
shall be done to the man that kil-
leth this Philistine, and taketh
away the reproach from Israel? for
who is this uncircumcised Philis-
tine, that he should defy the armies
of the living God?

27  And the people answered him
after this manner, saying, So shall
it be done to the man that killeth
him.

28 ¶ And Eliab his eldest brother
heard when he spake unto the
men; and Eliab’s anger was kindled
against David, and he said, Why
camest thou down hither? and with
whom hast thou left those few
sheep in the wilderness? I know
thy pride, and the naughtiness of
thine heart; for thou art come down
that thou mightest see the battle.
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29  And David said, What have I
now done? Is there not a cause?

30 ¶ And he turned from him
toward another, and spake after
the same manner: and the people
answered him again after the for-
mer manner.

31. And when the words were
heard which David spake, they
rehearsed them before Saul: and he
sent for him.

32 ¶ And David said to Saul, Let
no man’s heart fail because of him;
thy servant will go and fight with
this Philistine.

33  And Saul said to David, Thou
art not able to go against this
Philistine to fight with him: for
thou art but a youth, and he a man
of war from his youth.

34  And David said unto Saul,
Thy servant kept his father’s sheep,
and there came a lion, and a bear,
and took a lamb out of the flock:

35  And I went out after him,
and smote him, and delivered it out
of his mouth: and when he arose
against me, I caught him by his
beard, and smote him, and slew
him.

36  Thy servant slew both the
lion and the bear: and this uncir-
cumcised Philistine shall be as one
of them, seeing he hath defied the

armies of the living God.
37  David said moreover, The

LORD that delivered me out of the
paw of the lion, and out of the paw
of the bear, he will deliver me out of
the hand of this Philistine. And
Saul said unto David, Go, and the
LORD be with thee.

38 ¶ And Saul armed David with
his armour, and he put an helmet
of brass upon his head; also he
armed him with a coat of mail.

39  And David girded his sword
upon his armour, and he assayed to
go; for he had not proved it. And
David said unto Saul, I cannot go
with these; for I have not proved
them. And David put them off him.

40. And he took his staff in his
hand, and chose him five smooth
stones out of the brook, and put
them in a shepherd’s bag which he
had, even in a scrip; and his sling
was in his hand: and he drew near
to the Philistine.

41  And the Philistine came on and
drew near unto David; and the man
that bare the shield went before him.

42  And when the Philistine
looked about, and saw David, he
disdained him: for he was but a
youth, and ruddy, and of a fair
countenance.

43  And the Philistine said unto
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David, Am I a dog, that thou
comest to me with staves? And the
Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44  And the Philistine said to
David, Come to me, and I will give
thy flesh unto the fowls of the air,
and to the beasts of the field.

45  Then said David to the
Philistine, Thou comest to me with
a sword, and with a spear, and with
a shield: but I come to thee in the
name of the LORD of hosts, the God
of the armies of Israel, whom thou
hast defied.

46  This day will the LORD deliv-
er thee into mine hand; and I will
smite thee, and take thine head
from thee; and I will give the car-
cases of the host of the Philistines
this day unto the fowls of the air,
and to the wild beasts of the earth;
that all the earth may know that
there is a God in Israel.

47  And all this assembly shall
know that the LORD saveth not
with sword and spear: for the bat-
tle is the LORD’S, and he will give
you into our hands.

48. And it came to pass, when
the Philistine arose, and came and
drew nigh to meet David, that
David hasted, and ran toward the
army to meet the Philistine.

49  And David put his hand in

his bag, and took thence a stone,
and slang it, and smote the Philis-
tine in his forehead, that the stone
sunk into his forehead; and he fell
upon his face to the earth.

50  So David prevailed over the
Philistine with a sling and with a
stone, and smote the Philistine,
and slew him; but there was no
sword in the hand of David.

51  Therefore David ran, and
stood upon the Philistine, and took
his sword, and drew it out of the
sheath thereof, and slew him, and
cut off his head therewith. And
when the Philistines saw their
champion was dead, they fled.

52  And the men of Israel and of
Judah arose, and shouted, and pur-
sued the Philistines, until thou
come to the valley, and to the gates
of Ekron. And the wounded of the
Philistines fell down by the way to
Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and
unto Ekron.

53  And the children of Israel
returned from chasing after the
Philistines, and they spoiled their
tents.

54  And David took the head of
the Philistine, and brought it to
Jerusalem; but he put his armour
in his tent.

55 ¶ And when Saul saw David
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go forth against the Philistine, he
said unto Abner, the captain of the
host, Abner, whose son is this
youth? And Abner said, As thy soul
liveth, O king, I cannot tell.

56  And the king said, Enquire
thou whose son the stripling is.

57  And as David returned from
the slaughter of the Philistine,

Abner took him, and brought him
before Saul with the head of the
Philistine in his hand.

58  And Saul said to him, Whose
son art thou, thou young man? And
David answered, I am the son of
thy servant Jesse the Bethle-
hemite.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
We enter now into a study of the life of David.

Just as Saul is a picture of the carnal life, David pic-
tures the spiritual life of the believer who trusts in
God. It is true that David sinned, as do all men; but,
unlike Saul, David confessed his sins and sought to
restore his fellowship with God.

The Spirit of God departed from Saul and “an evil
spirit from the Lord” began to torment him. Since
David played the harp so well, he was called on to
play and refresh the harassed king. After the young
shepherd-king had soothed Saul and was no longer
needed, he returned to his father’s sheep.

In chapter 17:26,36, we see references to “the
armies of the living God.” This made all the differ-
ence between David and the rest of the camp. To Saul
and his soldiers God was a name, but little else. They
believed He had done great things for His people in
the past and that at some future time He might do
great things again, but no one thought of Him as
being omnipresent. David, on the other hand, felt
that God was alive! He had lived alone with Him, in
the solitude of the hills, until God had become one of
the greatest and most real facts of his young exis-
tence. He was also sublimely conscious of the pres-
ence of the living God in the camp.

Each of us have trials and difficulties—Goliaths—
to face in our lives. But we can face the mightiest foe
in HIS name. There is no Goliath He cannot quell; no
question He will not answer; no need He will not
meet!

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“A man that beareth false witness against his neigh-
bour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow”
(Proverbs 25:18).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 12: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 9.

HYMN FOR TODAY
WHEN HE COMETH

by William O. Cushing, 1823-1902
The scriptural promise of Christ’s second coming

is always a thrilling truth for believers to ponder.
Beyond that, the thought of the Saviour creating a
jeweled crown from little children who love Him is a
fascinating pictorial concept. William Orcutt Cushing
conceived the idea for his “Jewel Song” text from the
promise in Malachi 3:17: “And they shall be mine,
saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up
my jewels.” Pastor Cushing wrote the text for the chil-
dren in his own Sunday school in 1856.

Several years later, William Cushing suffered a
period of deep despair in his life. After the death of
his wife, he developed a creeping paralysis and the
loss of his speech at the age of 47. He was forced to
retire from the ministry after 27 years as an active
and successful pastor in Disciples of Christ churches.
When he pleaded, “Lord, give me something to do for
Thee,” God answered, giving him the gift of writing
appealing hymn texts. He worked with such talented
musicians as Ira Sankey and George Root to produce
more than 300 gospel hymns during his remaining
years. Such hymns as “Hiding in Thee,” “Under His
Wings,” and “There’ll Be No Dark Valley” are just a
few of his texts that have since contributed much to
the lives of Christians everywhere.

William Cushing’s picturesque words in today’s
hymn, “They shall shine in their beauty—bright gems
for His crown,” could also be used to describe his
own qualities of character. He was known by his
many friends to be a noble, sweet, deeply spiritual



Christian. Loved by all, Cushing continued to inspire
and encourage others despite his handicap until the
end of his life at the age of 79.

When He cometh, when He cometh
to make up His jewels,
all His jewels, precious jewels,
His loved and His own.

He will gather, He will gather
the gems for His kingdom,
all the pure ones, all the bright ones,
His loved and His own.

Little children, little children
who love their Redeemer,
are the jewels, precious jewels,
His loved and His own.

Chorus:
Like the stars of the morning,
His bright crown adorning,
they shall shine in their beauty—
bright gems for His crown.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1890
BILLY SUNDAY QUIT BASEBALL FOR THE
MINISTRY.

As most of our readers probably know, Billy
Sunday was left fielder for the Chicago White Sox. He
turned to Christ and God called him to preach. He
became what some believe to be the greatest evange-
list since the apostle Paul. Oh for a Billy Sunday
today!

“Ma” Sunday said that every sermon that Billy
preached for years he preached with his Bible opened
to Isaiah 61:1,2, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent me to bind
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,
and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
that mourn.”

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1910
LIBERIAN COMMISSION RECOMMENDED
FINANCIAL AID TO LIBERIA and the establish-
ment of a U.S. Navy coaling station in the African
country.

1931
SCOTTSBORO BOYS ARRESTED,
POINT ROCK, ALABAMA.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

SINNER’S RESPONSIBILITY

(Assignment 12)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

To Repent.
( ) Acts 17:30 (Luke 13:3, 5) (Acts 20:21)
And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent:

To Receive.
( ) John 1:12
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name:

To Believe.
( ) John 3:36
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.

To Confess.
( ) Romans 10:9 (Matt. 10:32) (Luke 23:42)
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

To Call.
( ) Romans 10:13
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


