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CHAPTER 8

AND it came to pass, when
Samuel was old, that he made

his sons judges over Israel.
2  Now the name of his firstborn

was Joel; and the name of his sec-
ond, Abiah: they were judges in
Beersheba.

3  And his sons walked not in his
ways, but turned aside after lucre,
and took bribes, and perverted
judgment.

4. Then all the elders of Israel
gathered themselves together, and
came to Samuel unto Ramah,

5  And said unto him, Behold,
thou art old, and thy sons walk not
in thy ways: now make us a king to
judge us like all the nations.

6 ¶ But the thing displeased
Samuel, when they said, Give us a
king to judge us. And Samuel
prayed unto the LORD.

7  And the LORD said unto
Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of
the people in all that they say unto
thee: for they have not rejected
thee, but they have rejected me,
that I should not reign over them.

8  According to all the works
which they have done since the day
that I brought them up out of
Egypt even unto this day, where-
with they have forsaken me, and
served other gods, so do they also
unto thee.

9  Now therefore hearken unto
their voice: howbeit yet protest
solemnly unto them, and shew
them the manner of the king that
shall reign over them.

10 ¶ And Samuel told all the
words of the LORD unto the people
that asked of him a king.

11  And he said, This will be the
manner of the king that shall reign
over you: He will take your sons,
and appoint them for himself, for
his chariots, and to be his horse-
men; and some shall run before his
chariots.

12  And he will appoint him cap-
tains over thousands, and captains
over fifties; and will set them to ear
his ground, and to reap his harvest,
and to make his instruments of
war, and instruments of his chari-
ots.
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13  And he will take your daugh-
ters to be confectionaries, and to be
cooks, and to be bakers.

14  And he will take your fields,
and your vineyards, and your olive-
yards, even the best of them, and
give them to his servants.

15  And he will take the tenth of
your seed, and of your vineyards,
and give to his officers, and to his
servants.

16  And he will take your
menservants, and your maidser-
vants, and your goodliest young
men, and your asses, and put them
to his work.

17  He will take the tenth of your
sheep: and ye shall be his servants.

18  And ye shall cry out in that
day because of your king which ye
shall have chosen you; and the
LORD will not hear you in that day.

19 ¶ Nevertheless the people
refused to obey the voice of Samuel;
and they said, Nay; but we will
have a king over us;

20  That we also may be like all
the nations; and that our king may
judge us, and go out before us, and
fight our battles.

21  And Samuel heard all the
words of the people, and he
rehearsed them in the ears of the
LORD.

22  And the LORD said to Samuel,
Hearken unto their voice, and
make them a king. And Samuel
said unto the men of Israel, Go ye
every man unto his city.

CHAPTER 9

NOW there was a man of Ben-
jamin, whose name was Kish,

the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror,
the son of Bechorath, the son of
Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty
man of power.

2  And he had a son, whose name
was Saul, a choice young man, and
a goodly: and there was not among
the children of Israel a goodlier
person than he: from his shoulders
and upward he was higher than
any of the people.

3. And the asses of Kish Saul’s
father were lost. And Kish said to
Saul his son, Take now one of the
servants with thee, and arise, go
seek the asses.

4  And he passed through mount
Ephraim, and passed through the
land of Shalisha, but they found
them not: then they passed through
the land of Shalim, and there they
were not: and he passed through
the land of the Benjamites, but
they found them not.

5  And when they were come to
the land of Zuph, Saul said to his
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servant that was with him, Come,
and let us return; lest my father
leave caring for the asses, and take
thought for us.

6  And he said unto him, Behold
now, there is in this city a man of
God, and he is an honourable man;
all that he saith cometh surely to
pass: now let us go thither; perad-
venture he can shew us our way
that we should go.

7  Then said Saul to his servant,
But, behold, if we go, what shall we
bring the man? for the bread is
spent in our vessels, and there is
not a present to bring to the man of
God: what have we?

8  And the servant answered
Saul again, and said, Behold, I have
here at hand the fourth part of a
shekel of silver: that will I give to
the man of God, to tell us our way.

9  (Beforetime in Israel, when a
man went to enquire of God, thus
he spake, Come, and let us go to
the seer: for he that is now called a
Prophet was beforetime called a
Seer.)

10  Then said Saul to his ser-
vant, Well said; come, let us go. So
they went unto the city where the
man of God was.

11 ¶ And as they went up the
hill to the city, they found young

maidens going out to draw water,
and said unto them, Is the seer
here?

12  And they answered them,
and said, He is; behold, he is before
you: make haste now, for he came
to day to the city; for there is a sac-
rifice of the people to day in the
high place:

13  As soon as ye be come into
the city, ye shall straightway find
him, before he go up to the high
place to eat: for the people will not
eat until he come, because he doth
bless the sacrifice; and afterwards
they eat that be bidden. Now there-
fore get you up; for about this time
ye shall find him.

14  And they went up into the
city: and when they were come into
the city, behold, Samuel came out
against them, for to go up to the
high place.

15 ¶ Now the LORD had told
Samuel in his ear a day before Saul
came, saying,

16  To morrow about this time I
will send thee a man out of the
land of Benjamin, and thou shalt
anoint him to be captain over my
people Israel, that he may save my
people out of the hand of the
Philistines: for I have looked upon
my people, because their cry is
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come unto me.
17  And when Samuel saw Saul,

the LORD said unto him, Behold the
man whom I spake to thee of! this
same shall reign over my people.

18. Then Saul drew near to
Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell
me, I pray thee, where the seer’s
house is.

19  And Samuel answered Saul,
and said, I am the seer: go up
before me unto the high place; for
ye shall eat with me to day, and to
morrow I will let thee go, and will
tell thee all that is in thine heart.

20  And as for thine asses that
were lost three days ago, set not
thy mind on them; for they are
found. And on whom is all the
desire of Israel? Is it not on thee,
and on all thy father’s house?

21  And Saul answered and said,
Am not I a Benjamite, of the small-
est of the tribes of Israel? and my
family the least of all the families
of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore
then speakest thou so to me?

22  And Samuel took Saul and
his servant, and brought them into
the parlour, and made them sit in
the chiefest place among them that
were bidden, which were about
thirty persons.

23  And Samuel said unto the

cook, Bring the portion which I
gave thee, of which I said unto
thee, Set it by thee.

24  And the cook took up the
shoulder, and that which was upon
it, and set it before Saul. And
Samuel said, Behold that which is
left! set it before thee, and eat: for
unto this time hath it been kept for
thee since I said, I have invited the
people. So Saul did eat with
Samuel that day.

25 ¶ And when they were come
down from the high place into the
city, Samuel communed with Saul
upon the top of the house.

26  And they arose early: and it
came to pass about the spring of
the day, that Samuel called Saul to
the top of the house, saying, Up,
that I may send thee away. And
Saul arose, and they went out both
of them, he and Samuel, abroad.

27  And as they were going down
to the end of the city, Samuel said
to Saul, Bid the servant pass on
before us, (and he passed on,) but
stand thou still a while, that I may
shew thee the word of God.

CHAPTER 10

THEN Samuel took a vial of oil,
and poured it upon his head, and

kissed him, and said, Is it not
because the LORD hath anointed thee
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to be captain over his inheritance?
2  When thou art departed from

me to day, then thou shalt find two
men by Rachel’s sepulchre in the
border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and
they will say unto thee, The asses
which thou wentest to seek are
found: and, lo, thy father hath left
the care of the asses, and sorroweth
for you, saying, What shall I do for
my son?

3  Then shalt thou go on forward
from thence, and thou shalt come
to the plain of Tabor, and there
shall meet thee three men going up
to God to Bethel, one carrying
three kids, and another carrying
three loaves of bread, and another
carrying a bottle of wine:

4  And they will salute thee, and
give thee two loaves of bread;
which thou shalt receive of their
hands.

5  After that thou shalt come to
the hill of God, where is the garri-
son of the Philistines: and it shall
come to pass, when thou art come
thither to the city, that thou shalt
meet a company of prophets coming
down from the high place with a
psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe,
and a harp, before them; and they
shall prophesy:

6  And the Spirit of the LORD will

come upon thee, and thou shalt
prophesy with them, and shalt be
turned into another man.

7  And let it be, when these signs
are come unto thee, that thou do as
occasion serve thee; for God is with
thee.

8  And thou shalt go down before
me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will
come down unto thee, to offer
burnt offerings, and to sacrifice
sacrifices of peace offerings: seven
days shalt thou tarry, till I come to
thee, and shew thee what thou
shalt do.

9 ¶ And it was so, that when he
had turned his back to go from
Samuel, God gave him another
heart: and all those signs came to
pass that day.

10  And when they came thither
to the hill, behold, a company of
prophets met him; and the Spirit of
God came upon him, and he proph-
esied among them.

11  And it came to pass, when all
that knew him beforetime saw
that, behold, he prophesied among
the prophets, then the people said
one to another, What is this that is
come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul
also among the prophets?

12  And one of the same place
answered and said, But who is
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their father? Therefore it became a
proverb, Is Saul also among the
prophets?

13  And when he had made an
end of prophesying, he came to the
high place.

14 ¶ And Saul’s uncle said unto
him and to his servant, Whither
went ye? And he said, To seek the
asses: and when we saw that they
were no where, we came to Samuel.

15  And Saul’s uncle said, Tell
me, I pray thee, what Samuel said
unto you.

16  And Saul said unto his uncle,
He told us plainly that the asses
were found. But of the matter of
the kingdom, whereof Samuel
spake, he told him not.

17 ¶ And Samuel called the peo-
ple together unto the LORD to
Mizpeh;

18  And said unto the children of
Israel, Thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, I brought up Israel out of
Egypt, and delivered you out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and out of
the hand of all kingdoms, and of
them that oppressed you:

19  And ye have this day rejected
your God, who himself saved you
out of all your adversities and your
tribulations; and ye have said unto
him, Nay, but set a king over us.

Now therefore present yourselves
before the LORD by your tribes, and
by your thousands.

20  And when Samuel had
caused all the tribes of Israel to
come near, the tribe of Benjamin
was taken.

21  When he had caused the
tribe of Benjamin to come near by
their families, the family of Matri
was taken, and Saul the son of
Kish was taken: and when they
sought him, he could not be found.

22  Therefore they enquired of
the LORD further, if the man should
yet come thither. And the LORD
answered, Behold, he hath hid him-
self among the stuff.

23  And they ran and fetched
him thence: and when he stood
among the people, he was higher
than any of the people from his
shoulders and upward.

24  And Samuel said to all the
people, See ye him whom the LORD
hath chosen, that there is none like
him among all the people? And all
the people shouted, and said, God
save the king.

25  Then Samuel told the people
the manner of the kingdom, and
wrote it in a book, and laid it up
before the LORD. And Samuel sent
all the people away, every man to
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his house.
26 ¶ And Saul also went home to

Gibeah; and there went with him a
band of men, whose hearts God had
touched.

27  But the children of Belial
said, How shall this man save us?
And they despised him, and
brought him no presents. But he
held his peace.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Chapters 8—15 cover the early life of Saul and

the sins that led to his rejection by the Lord.
Specifically today’s reading covers the request for a
king.

Jehovah God had been King of Israel and had
cared for the nation since its beginning; but now the
elders of the nation wanted a king to lead them.
Their request was motivated by several factors: (1)
Samuel’s sons were not as godly as he, and the elders
feared that they would lead the nation astray when
Samuel died; (2) The nation had been through a
series of temporary leaders during the period of the
judges, and they wanted a more permanent ruler; (3)
Israel wanted to be like the other nations and have a
king to honor. Samuel’s reaction to their request
shows that he fully understood their unbelief and
rebellion. They were rejecting Jehovah in wanting a
king. In choosing Saul the nation rejected the Father;
in choosing Barabbas they rejected the Son; and
when they chose their own leaders instead of the wit-
ness of the apostles, they rejected the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 9 explains how Saul was brought to
Samuel and privately anointed for the kingship. Note
his humility in verse 21, and also in chapter 10:22,
when he hesitated to stand before the people. God
gave Saul three special signs to assure him and these
signs occurred. Samuel also instructed Saul to tarry
at Gilgal and wait for him to come.

Saul had everything in his favor. He had a strong
body, a humble mind, a new heart, spiritual power,
loyal friends, and most of all the guidance and
prayers of Samuel. Yet, in spite of these advantages,
he failed miserably because he failed to allow God to
be the Lord of his life.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward: he
that doth keep his soul shall be far from them”
(Proverbs 22:5).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 12: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 9.

HYMN FOR TODAY
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD

Words and music by Robert Lowry,
1826-1899

The teaching of the Bible, in both the Old and New
Testaments, is very clear regarding God’s forgiveness
of man’s sin. Only a perfect blood sacrifice would sat-
isfy the Father’s requirement of holiness. Throughout
the Old Testament much is told about the blood
atonements that the priests had to make on behalf of
their people (Exodus 30:10; Leviticus 17:11). But the
blood of bulls and goats could never satisfy God’s jus-
tice for man’s past, present and future sin. Only the
shedding of divine blood would do. The Father’s gift
of salvation to man required His Son’s live blood. Now
when God looks at us, He sees Christ’s shed blood and
declares us righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our acceptance
with God the Father rests completely upon the merits
of the blood of Jesus Christ.

Robert Lowry was a popular Baptist pastor in vari-
ous churches throughout the East. In later life he
became interested in writing and publishing gospel
songs. Today he is best remembered for his many
contributions to our hymnal with songs such as
“Nothing But the Blood,” published in 1876. Though
simply stated both textually and musically (a five
note melodic range and just two chords), this gospel
song has had an important place in the church’s min-
istry in teaching both young and old the absolute
necessity of trusting implicitly in the precious blood
of Christ for this life and for eternity.

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of
Jesus;
what can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood
of Jesus.

For my pardon this I see—nothing but the blood of
Jesus;
for my cleansing, this my plea—nothing but the blood
of Jesus.

Nothing can for sin atone—nothing but the blood of
Jesus;



naught of good that I have done—nothing but the
blood of Jesus.

This is all my hope and peace—nothing but the blood of
Jesus;
this is all my righteousness—nothing but the blood of
Jesus.

Refrain:
Oh! precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
no other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
THE EARLIEST DATE ON WHICH EASTER CAN
FALL.

1934
INDEPENDENCE WAS GRANTED TO THE
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

Just this past week, as I write this, a national
presidential election was being held in the
Philippines. Though the Philippines have a democrat-
ic government, their elections are marred by violence
and blood. What a contrast to the democratic process
we enjoy in the United States! A man from the
Philippines recently expressed how ripe the
Philippine Islands are for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Perhaps some of the finest missionary works in our

day are being done in this part of our world. Our
attention is drawn because of this to our brethren in
the Philippine Islands. May we pray for them and the
work of God there. Pray for the missionaries who
serve there. You may even know some by name. They
need our prayers. They would be glad and blessed to
hear from you today.

THIS IS ALSO THE DATE OF THE DEATH OF
JONATHAN EDWARDS.

Jonathan Edwards was a great scholar and evan-
gelist, who influenced America tremendously in the
early days of our nation. He was small of stature and
his eyesight was bad. It is said that he usually read
his sermons, but, oh, the power of God was on him.
Some have said that he spent as much as fifteen
hours a day praying and studying the Word of God.
His most famous sermon was “Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God.” It is said that while he preached it,
people would fall on their faces begging God for
mercy and hanging on to anything near to keep from
falling immediately into the fires of hell.

It is interesting to note that Jonathan Edwards
was voted out of his first pastorate for preaching
against dancing and against unconverted folks taking
the Lord’s Supper. We would suggest to our readers
that each one take time to read of the life of this
great man, one of the giants of the Cross.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

SINNER’S RESPONSIBILITY

(Assignment 12)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

To Repent.
( ) Acts 17:30 (Luke 13:3, 5) (Acts 20:21)
And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent:

To Receive.
( ) John 1:12
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name:

To Believe.
( ) John 3:36
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.

To Confess.
( ) Romans 10:9 (Matt. 10:32) (Luke 23:42)
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

To Call.
( ) Romans 10:13
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


