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CHAPTER 1

NOW after the death of Joshua
it came to pass, that the chil-

dren of Israel asked the LORD, say-
ing, Who shall go up for us against
the Canaanites first, to fight
against them?

2  And the LORD said, Judah
shall go up: behold, I have deliv-
ered the land into his hand.

3  And Judah said unto Simeon
his brother, Come up with me into
my lot, that we may fight against
the Canaanites; and I likewise will
go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon
went with him.

4  And Judah went up; and the
LORD delivered the Canaanites and
the Perizzites into their hand: and
they slew of them in Bezek ten
thousand men.

5  And they found Adonibezek in
Bezek: and they fought against
him, and they slew the Canaanites
and the Perizzites.

6  But Adonibezek fled; and they
pursued after him, and caught him,
and cut off his thumbs and his
great toes.

7  And Adonibezek said, Three-
score and ten kings, having their
thumbs and their great toes cut
off, gathered their meat under my
table: as I have done, so God hath
requited me. And they brought
him to Jerusalem, and there he
died.

8  Now the children of Judah had
fought against Jerusalem, and had
taken it, and smitten it with the
edge of the sword, and set the city
on fire.

9 ¶ And afterward the children of
Judah went down to fight against
the Canaanites, that dwelt in the
mountain, and in the south, and in
the valley.

10  And Judah went against the
Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron:
(now the name of Hebron before
was Kirjatharba:) and they slew
Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai.

11  And from thence he went
against the inhabitants of Debir:
and the name of Debir before was
Kirjathsepher:

12  And Caleb said, He that
smiteth Kirjathsepher, and taketh
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it, to him will I give Achsah my
daughter to wife.

13  And Othniel the son of
Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother,
took it: and he gave him Achsah his
daughter to wife.

14  And it came to pass, when
she came to him, that she moved
him to ask of her father a field: and
she lighted from off her ass; and
Caleb said unto her, What wilt
thou?

15  And she said unto him, Give
me a blessing: for thou hast given
me a south land; give me also
springs of water. And Caleb gave
her the upper springs and the
nether springs.

16 ¶ And the children of the
Kenite, Moses’ father in law, went
up out of the city of palm trees with
the children of Judah into the
wilderness of Judah, which lieth in
the south of Arad; and they went
and dwelt among the people.

17  And Judah went with Simeon
his brother, and they slew the
Canaanites that inhabited Zephath,
and utterly destroyed it. And the
name of the city was called Hormah.

18  Also Judah took Gaza with
the coast thereof, and Askelon with
the coast thereof, and Ekron with
the coast thereof.

19  And the LORD was with
Judah; and he drave out the inhabi-
tants of the mountain; but could
not drive out the inhabitants of the
valley, because they had chariots of
iron.

20  And they gave Hebron unto
Caleb, as Moses said: and he
expelled thence the three sons of
Anak.

21. And the children of Benjamin
did not drive out the Jebusites that
inhabited Jerusalem; but the
Jebusites dwell with the children of
Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this
day.

22  And the house of Joseph,
they also went up against Bethel:
and the LORD was with them.

23  And the house of Joseph sent
to descry Bethel. (Now the name of
the city before was Luz.)

24  And the spies saw a man
come forth out of the city, and they
said unto him, Shew us, we pray
thee, the entrance into the city, and
we will shew thee mercy.

25  And when he shewed them
the entrance into the city, they
smote the city with the edge of the
sword; but they let go the man and
all his family.

26  And the man went into the
land of the Hittites, and built a city,
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and called the name thereof Luz:
which is the name thereof unto this
day.

27 ¶ Neither did Manasseh drive
out the inhabitants of Bethshean
and her towns, nor Taanach and
her towns, nor the inhabitants of
Dor and her towns, nor the inhabi-
tants of Ibleam and her towns, nor
the inhabitants of Megiddo and her
towns: but the Canaanites would
dwell in that land.

28  And it came to pass, when
Israel was strong, that they put the
Canaanites to tribute, and did not
utterly drive them out.

29 ¶ Neither did Ephraim drive
out the Canaanites that dwelt in
Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in
Gezer among them.

30 ¶ Neither did Zebulun drive
out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor
the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the
Canaanites dwelt among them, and
became tributaries.

31 ¶ Neither did Asher drive out
the inhabitants of Accho, nor the
inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab,
nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of
Aphik, nor of Rehob:

32  But the Asherites dwelt
among the Canaanites, the inhabi-
tants of the land: for they did not
drive them out.

33 ¶ Neither did Naphtali drive
out the inhabitants of
Bethshemesh, nor the inhabitants
of Bethanath; but he dwelt among
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of
the land: nevertheless the inhabi-
tants of Bethshemesh and of
Bethanath became tributaries unto
them.

34  And the Amorites forced the
children of Dan into the mountain:
for they would not suffer them to
come down to the valley:

35  But the Amorites would
dwell in mount Heres in Aijalon,
and in Shaalbim: yet the hand of
the house of Joseph prevailed, so
that they became tributaries.

36  And the coast of the Amorites
was from the going up to Akrab-
bim, from the rock, and upward.

CHAPTER 2

AND an angel of the LORD came
up from Gilgal to Bochim, and

said, I made you to go up out of
Egypt, and have brought you unto
the land which I sware unto your
fathers; and I said, I will never
break my covenant with you.

2  And ye shall make no league
with the inhabitants of this land;
ye shall throw down their altars:
but ye have not obeyed my voice:
why have ye done this?
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3  Wherefore I also said, I will
not drive them out from before you;
but they shall be as thorns in your
sides, and their gods shall be a
snare unto you.

4  And it came to pass, when the
angel of the LORD spake these
words unto all the children of
Israel, that the people lifted up
their voice, and wept.

5  And they called the name of
that place Bochim: and they sacri-
ficed there unto the LORD.

6 ¶ And when Joshua had let the
people go, the children of Israel
went every man unto his inheri-
tance to possess the land.

7  And the people served the
LORD all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders that outlived
Joshua, who had seen all the great
works of the LORD, that he did for
Israel.

8  And Joshua the son of Nun,
the servant of the LORD, died, being
an hundred and ten years old.

9  And they buried him in the
border of his inheritance in Tim-
nathheres, in the mount of
Ephraim, on the north side of the
hill Gaash.

10  And also all that generation
were gathered unto their fathers:
and there arose another generation

after them, which knew not the
LORD, nor yet the works which he
had done for Israel.

11 ¶ And the children of Israel
did evil in the sight of the LORD,
and served Baalim:

12  And they forsook the LORD
God of their fathers, which brought
them out of the land of Egypt, and
followed other gods, of the gods of
the people that were round about
them, and bowed themselves unto
them, and provoked the LORD to
anger.

13  And they forsook the LORD,
and served Baal and Ashtaroth.

14 ¶ And the anger of the LORD
was hot against Israel, and he
delivered them into the hands of
spoilers that spoiled them, and he
sold them into the hands of their
enemies round about, so that they
could not any longer stand before
their enemies.

15  Whithersoever they went out,
the hand of the LORD was against
them for evil, as the LORD had said,
and as the LORD had sworn unto
them: and they were greatly dis-
tressed.

16 ¶ Nevertheless the LORD
raised up judges, which delivered
them out of the hand of those that
spoiled them.
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17  And yet they would not hear-
ken unto their judges, but they
went a whoring after other gods,
and bowed themselves unto them:
they turned quickly out of the way
which their fathers walked in,
obeying the commandments of the
LORD; but they did not so.

18  And when the LORD raised
them up judges, then the LORD was
with the judge, and delivered them
out of the hand of their enemies all
the days of the judge: for it repent-
ed the LORD because of their groan-
ings by reason of them that
oppressed them and vexed them.

19  And it came to pass, when
the judge was dead, that they
returned, and corrupted themselves
more than their fathers, in follow-
ing other gods to serve them, and
to bow down unto them; they
ceased not from their own doings,
nor from their stubborn way.

20 ¶ And the anger of the LORD
was hot against Israel; and he said,
Because that this people hath
transgressed my covenant which I
commanded their fathers, and have
not hearkened unto my voice;

21  I also will not henceforth
drive out any from before them of
the nations which Joshua left when
he died:

22  That through them I may
prove Israel, whether they will
keep the way of the LORD to walk
therein, as their fathers did keep it,
or not.

23  Therefore the LORD left those
nations, without driving them out
hastily; neither delivered he them
into the hand of Joshua.

CHAPTER 3

NOW these are the nations
which the LORD left, to prove

Israel by them, even as many of
Israel as had not known all the
wars of Canaan;

2  Only that the generations of
the children of Israel might know,
to teach them war, at the least such
as before knew nothing thereof;

3  Namely, five lords of the
Philistines, and all the Canaanites,
and the Sidonians, and the Hivites
that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from
mount Baalhermon unto the enter-
ing in of Hamath.

4  And they were to prove Israel
by them, to know whether they
would hearken unto the command-
ments of the LORD, which he com-
manded their fathers by the hand
of Moses.

5 ¶ And the children of Israel
dwelt among the Canaanites, Hit-
tites, and Amorites, and Perizzites,
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and Hivites, and Jebusites:
6  And they took their daughters

to be their wives, and gave their
daughters to their sons, and served
their gods.

7  And the children of Israel did
evil in the sight of the LORD, and
forgat the LORD their God, and
served Baalim and the groves.

8 ¶ Therefore the anger of the
LORD was hot against Israel, and
he sold them into the hand of
Chushanrishathaim king of
Mesopotamia: and the children of
Israel served Chushanrishathaim
eight years.

9  And when the children of
Israel cried unto the LORD, the
LORD raised up a deliverer to the
children of Israel, who delivered
them, even Othniel the son of
Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.

10  And the Spirit of the LORD
came upon him, and he judged
Israel, and went out to war: and
the LORD delivered Chushanr-
ishathaim king of Mesopotamia
into his hand; and his hand pre-
vailed against Chushanrishathaim.

11  And the land had rest forty
years. And Othniel the son of
Kenaz died.

12 ¶ And the children of Israel
did evil again in the sight of the

LORD: and the LORD strengthened
Eglon the king of Moab against
Israel, because they had done evil
in the sight of the LORD.

13  And he gathered unto him
the children of Ammon and
Amalek, and went and smote
Israel, and possessed the city of
palm trees.

14  So the children of Israel
served Eglon the king of Moab
eighteen years.

15  But when the children of
Israel cried unto the LORD, the
LORD raised them up a deliverer,
Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite,
a man lefthanded: and by him the
children of Israel sent a present
unto Eglon the king of Moab.

16  But Ehud made him a dagger
which had two edges, of a cubit
length; and he did gird it under his
raiment upon his right thigh.

17  And he brought the present
unto Eglon king of Moab: and
Eglon was a very fat man.

18  And when he had made an
end to offer the present, he sent
away the people that bare the pre-
sent.

19  But he himself turned again
from the quarries that were by Gil-
gal, and said, I have a secret
errand unto thee, O king: who said,



Keep silence. And all that stood by
him went out from him.

20  And Ehud came unto him;
and he was sitting in a summer
parlour, which he had for himself
alone. And Ehud said, I have a
message from God unto thee. And
he arose out of his seat.

21  And Ehud put forth his left
hand, and took the dagger from his
right thigh, and thrust it into his
belly:

22  And the haft also went in
after the blade; and the fat closed
upon the blade, so that he could not
draw the dagger out of his belly;
and the dirt came out.

23  Then Ehud went forth
through the porch, and shut the
doors of the parlour upon him, and
locked them.

24  When he was gone out, his
servants came; and when they saw
that, behold, the doors of the par-
lour were locked, they said, Surely
he covereth his feet in his summer
chamber.

25  And they tarried till they
were ashamed: and, behold, he
opened not the doors of the parlour;
therefore they took a key, and
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opened them: and, behold, their
lord was fallen down dead on the
earth.

26  And Ehud escaped while they
tarried, and passed beyond the
quarries, and escaped unto Seirath.

27  And it came to pass, when he
was come, that he blew a trumpet
in the mountain of Ephraim, and
the children of Israel went down
with him from the mount, and he
before them.

28  And he said unto them, Fol-
low after me: for the LORD hath
delivered your enemies the
Moabites into your hand. And they
went down after him, and took the
fords of Jordan toward Moab, and
suffered not a man to pass over.

29  And they slew of Moab at
that time about ten thousand men,
all lusty, and all men of valour; and
there escaped not a man.

30  So Moab was subdued that
day under the hand of Israel. And
the land had rest fourscore years.

31 ¶ And after him was Shamgar
the son of Anath, which slew of the
Philistines six hundred men with
an ox goad: and he also delivered
Israel.



DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
The Book of Judges continues the story of Israel

after the death of Joshua. It is a book of defeat and
disgrace. Chapter 2:10-19 summarizes the entire
book—blessing, disobedience, chastening, repen-
tance, and deliverance. Judges is the book of incom-
plete victory; the story of failure on the part of God’s
people to trust His Word and claim His power.

In chapters 1 and 2 we see at least three failures
on the part of the nation. While verses 1-18 of chap-
ter 1 record the early victories of Judah and Simeon,
the remainder of the chapter is a record of repeated
defeats. What began as a series of victories, led by the
Lord, ended in a series of compromises! Of course,
they were able to rationalize their failures by making
slaves out of the heathen people, but this only led to
further trouble.

Besides their failure to conquer the land, they
also failed to consider the Law and this, of course,
was the reason for their repeated failures and defeats.
The nation followed the Lord during the years of
Joshua and the leaders that followed him; but, when
they were dead, the nation backslid (see chapter
2:10). The people had not even won their own chil-
dren to the Lord! They had even failed to teach them
the Law! How often this happens to nations, church-
es, and families. How easy it is for the “younger gen-
eration” to fall away from the Lord, if the “older gen-
eration” is not faithful to teach them and set the best
examples of obedience before them.

The third failure of the people was their not
cleaving unto the Lord. They forsook Him and fol-
lowed other gods; and, as a result, God forsook them.
He “sold them” into the hands of their enemies time
after time. Instead of enjoying the “rest” God had
promised, the nation was in and out of slavery for
hundreds of years, with only occasional periods of
“rest” from the Lord. When the judgment became so
severe that the nation finally did cry out to God, only
then would He send a deliverer. It is sad to say that
the people would turn to the Lord only when in trou-
ble; once the Judge was gone, the nation would fall
back into sin again. How typical of human nature!

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“A man shall not be established by wickedness: but
the root of the righteous shall not be moved”
(Proverbs 12:3).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 11: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 10.

HYMN FOR TODAY

I WOULD BE TRUE
by Howard A. Walter, 1883-1918

The yearning to achieve a trustworthy, strong,
brave yet humble character is an unusual goal for a
young person, especially in today’s self-seeking and
materialistic society. The text for “I Would Be True,”
however, was written by a young man in his early
twenties in a poem that he titled “My Creed.”

After graduating with honors from Princeton Uni-
versity in 1905, Howard Arnold Walter spent a year
teaching the English language in Japan. While there
he sent a copy of his “creed” to his mother back home
in Connecticut. Mrs. Walter sent the poem to Harper’s
Magazine, where it appeared in the May, 1907 issue.

Returning to the United States, Howard Walter
entered Hartford Seminary and upon graduation
served as an assistant minister at the Asylum Hill
Congregational Church in Hartford, Connecticut. One
day he showed his poem to an itinerant Methodist lay
preacher, Joseph Peek. Although Peek had no techni-
cal knowledge of music, he immediately whistled a
tune suited to Walter’s words.

Several years later Howard Walter left for India to
teach and minister to Mohammedan students. In
1918, a severe influenza epidemic there caused the
death of this devoted young man. His credo lives on,
however, in the numerous lives of those who have
since sung this hymn and realized anew that God is
more interested in what we are as a person than even
what we may do for Him. In an environment today
that can easily corrupt even the purest of minds, how
important it is that we seek God’s daily help to live a
life that is true.

I would be true, for there are those who trust me;
I would be pure, for there are those who care.
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare.

I would be friend of all—the foe, the friendless;
I would be giving, and forget the gift.
I would be humble, for I know my weakness;
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and lift.

I would be prayerful thru each busy moment;
I would be constantly in touch with God,
I would be tuned to hear His slightest whisper;
I would have faith to keep the path Christ trod.

PAGE 8 THE DAILY BIBLE MARCH 12



ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1789
THE FIRST UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
WAS COMPLETED.

1912
THE GIRL SCOUTS ORGANIZATION WAS
FORMED.

Of course, the Girl Scouts has been a tremendous
contribution to the lives of girls in our nation. We
should seize upon this opportunity today to pray for
our young girls. Perhaps you have in your home some
little girls. Pray for God to make them all that He
would have them be, for God to keep them pure.
What a joy girls are!

1959
CONGRESS VOTED HAWAII AS THE FIFTIETH
STATE.

This calls to my mind a missionary in Hawaii. No
doubt, you can think of some also. Pray for the work
in Hawaii today. Pray for the missionaries there who
labor faithfully in the Gospel work.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1773
JEANNE BAPTISTE POINTE DE SABLE FOUND-
ED SETTLEMENT NOW KNOWN AS CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS.

1789
BENJAMIN BANNEKER WITH L’ENFANT
BEGAN TO LAY OUT WASHINGTON IN THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

1945
FIRST STATE FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES
LAW signed by the New York governor.

1955
DEATH OF CHARLIE PARKER (34), one of the
founders of the modern jazz movement, in New York
City.

1964
MALCOLM X RESIGNED FROM THE NATION
OF ISLAM.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

RESULT OF GOD’S SACRIFICE

(Assignment 11)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV.com page.)

Man now can be:
Redeemed.
( ) Ephesians 1:7
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his
grace;

Reconciled.
( ) Colossians 1:20
And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by
him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

Righteous.
( ) Romans 5:19 (Phil. 3:9)
For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be
made righteous.

Forgiven.
( ) Acts 13:38
Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the
forgiveness of sins.

Justified.
( ) Acts 13:39
And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the
law of Moses.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


