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CHAPTER 37

AND Jacob dwelt in the land
wherein his father was a

stranger, in the land of Canaan.
2  These are the generations of

Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen
years old, was feeding the flock
with his brethren; and the lad was
with the sons of Bilhah, and with
the sons of Zilpah, his father’s
wives: and Joseph brought unto his
father their evil report.
3  Now Israel loved Joseph more

than all his children, because he
was the son of his old age: and he
made him a coat of many colours.
4  And when his brethren saw

that their father loved him more
than all his brethren, they hated
him, and could not speak peaceably
unto him.
5 ¶ And Joseph dreamed a dream,

and he told it his brethren: and
they hated him yet the more.
6  And he said unto them, Hear, I

pray you, this dream which I have
dreamed:
7  For, behold, we were binding

sheaves in the field, and, lo, my

sheaf arose, and also stood upright;
and, behold, your sheaves stood
round about, and made obeisance
to my sheaf.
8  And his brethren said to him,

Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or
shalt thou indeed have dominion
over us? And they hated him yet
the more for his dreams, and for his
words.
9 ¶ And he dreamed yet another

dream, and told it his brethren,
and said, Behold, I have dreamed a
dream more; and, behold, the sun
and the moon and the eleven stars
made obeisance to me.
10  And he told it to his father,

and to his brethren: and his father
rebuked him, and said unto him,
What is this dream that thou hast
dreamed? Shall I and thy mother
and thy brethren indeed come to
bow down ourselves to thee to the
earth?
11  And his brethren envied him;

but his father observed the saying.
12 ¶ And his brethren went to

feed their father’s flock in
Shechem.
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13  And Israel said unto Joseph,
Do not thy brethren feed the flock
in Shechem? come, and I will send
thee unto them. And he said to
him, Here am I.
14  And he said to him, Go, I pray

thee, see whether it be well with
thy brethren, and well with the
flocks; and bring me word again. So
he sent him out of the vale of
Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
15 ¶ And a certain man found

him, and, behold, he was wander-
ing in the field: and the man asked
him, saying, What seekest thou?
16  And he said, I seek my

brethren: tell me, I pray thee,
where they feed their flocks.
17  And the man said, They are

departed hence; for I heard them
say, Let us go to Dothan. And
Joseph went after his brethren, and
found them in Dothan.
18  And when they saw him afar

off, even before he came near unto
them, they conspired against him
to slay him.
19  And they said one to another,

Behold, this dreamer cometh.
20  Come now therefore, and let us

slay him, and cast him into some
pit, and we will say, Some evil beast
hath devoured him: and we shall
see what will become of his dreams.

21  And Reuben heard it, and he
delivered him out of their hands;
and said, Let us not kill him.
22  And Reuben said unto them,

Shed no blood, but cast him into
this pit that is in the wilderness,
and lay no hand upon him; that he
might rid him out of their hands, to
deliver him to his father again.
23 ¶ And it came to pass, when

Joseph was come unto his brethren,
that they stript Joseph out of his
coat, his coat of many colours that
was on him;
24  And they took him, and cast

him into a pit: and the pit was
empty, there was no water in it.
25  And they sat down to eat

bread: and they lifted up their eyes
and looked, and, behold, a company
of Ishmeelites came from Gilead
with their camels bearing spicery
and balm and myrrh, going to carry
it down to Egypt.
26  And Judah said unto his

brethren, What profit is it if we
slay our brother, and conceal his
blood?
27  Come, and let us sell him to

the Ishmeelites, and let not our
hand be upon him; for he is our
brother and our flesh. And his
brethren were content.
28  Then there passed by Midian-
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ites merchantmen; and they drew
and lifted up Joseph out of the pit,
and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites
for twenty pieces of silver: and they
brought Joseph into Egypt.
29 ¶ And Reuben returned unto

the pit; and, behold, Joseph was
not in the pit; and he rent his
clothes.
30  And he returned unto his

brethren, and said, The child is not;
and I, whither shall I go?
31. And they took Joseph’s coat,

and killed a kid of the goats, and
dipped the coat in the blood;
32  And they sent the coat of

many colours, and they brought it
to their father; and said, This have
we found: know now whether it be
thy son’s coat or no.
33  And he knew it, and said, It is

my son’s coat; an evil beast hath
devoured him; Joseph is without
doubt rent in pieces.
34  And Jacob rent his clothes,

and put sackcloth upon his loins,
and mourned for his son many
days.
35  And all his sons and all his

daughters rose up to comfort him;
but he refused to be comforted; and
he said, For I will go down into the
grave unto my son mourning. Thus
his father wept for him.

36  And the Midianites sold him
into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer
of Pharaoh’s, and captain of the
guard.

CHAPTER 38

AND it came to pass at that
time, that Judah went down

from his brethren, and turned in to
a certain Adullamite, whose name
was Hirah.
2  And Judah saw there a daugh-

ter of a certain Canaanite, whose
name was Shuah; and he took her,
and went in unto her.
3  And she conceived, and bare a

son; and he called his name Er.
4  And she conceived again, and

bare a son; and she called his name
Onan.
5  And she yet again conceived,

and bare a son; and called his name
Shelah: and he was at Chezib,
when she bare him.
6  And Judah took a wife for Er

his firstborn, whose name was
Tamar.
7 ¶ And Er, Judah’s firstborn, was

wicked in the sight of the LORD;
and the LORD slew him.
8  And Judah said unto Onan, Go

in unto thy brother’s wife, and
marry her, and raise up seed to thy
brother.
9  And Onan knew that the seed
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should not be his; and it came to
pass, when he went in unto his
brother’s wife, that he spilled it on
the ground, lest that he should give
seed to his brother.
10  And the thing which he did

displeased the LORD: wherefore he
slew him also.
11  Then said Judah to Tamar his

daughter in law, Remain a widow
at thy father’s house, till Shelah my
son be grown: for he said, Lest per-
adventure he die also, as his
brethren did. And Tamar went and
dwelt in her father’s house.
12 ¶ And in process of time the

daughter of Shuah Judah’s wife
died; and Judah was comforted,
and went up unto his sheepshear-
ers to Timnath, he and his friend
Hirah the Adullamite.
13  And it was told Tamar, saying,

Behold thy father in law goeth up
to Timnath to shear his sheep.
14  And she put her widow’s gar-

ments off from her, and covered her
with a vail, and wrapped herself,
and sat in an open place, which is
by the way to Timnath; for she saw
that Shelah was grown, and she
was not given unto him to wife.
15  When Judah saw her, he

thought her to be an harlot;
because she had covered her face.

16  And he turned unto her by the
way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let
me come in unto thee; (for he knew
not that she was his daughter in
law.) And she said, What wilt thou
give me, that thou mayest come in
unto me?
17  And he said, I will send thee a

kid from the flock. And she said,
Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou
send it?
18  And he said, What pledge

shall I give thee? And she said, Thy
signet, and thy bracelets, and thy
staff that is in thine hand. And he
gave it her, and came in unto her,
and she conceived by him.
19  And she arose, and went away,

and laid by her vail from her, and
put on the garments of her widow-
hood.
20  And Judah sent the kid by the

hand of his friend the Adullamite,
to receive his pledge from the
woman’s hand: but he found her
not.
21  Then he asked the men of that

place, saying, Where is the harlot,
that was openly by the way side?
And they said, There was no harlot
in this place.
22  And he returned to Judah, and

said, I cannot find her; and also the
men of the place said, that there
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was no harlot in this place.
23  And Judah said, Let her take

it to her, lest we be shamed: behold,
I sent this kid, and thou hast not
found her.
24 ¶ And it came to pass about

three months after, that it was told
Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter
in law hath played the harlot; and
also, behold, she is with child by
whoredom. And Judah said, Bring
her forth, and let her be burnt.
25  When she was brought forth,

she sent to her father in law, say-
ing, By the man, whose these are,
am I with child: and she said, Dis-
cern, I pray thee, whose are these,
the signet, and bracelets, and staff.
26  And Judah acknowledged

them, and said, She hath been
more righteous than I; because that
I gave her not to Shelah my son.
And he knew her again no more.
27 ¶ And it came to pass in the

time of her travail, that, behold,
twins were in her womb.
28  And it came to pass, when she

travailed, that the one put out his
hand: and the midwife took and
bound upon his hand a scarlet
thread, saying, This came out first.
29  And it came to pass, as he

drew back his hand, that, behold,
his brother came out: and she said,

How hast thou broken forth? this
breach be upon thee: therefore his
name was called Pharez.
30  And afterward came out his

brother, that had the scarlet thread
upon his hand: and his name was
called Zarah.

CHAPTER 39

AND Joseph was brought down
to Egypt; and Potiphar, an offi-

cer of Pharaoh, captain of the
guard, an Egyptian, bought him of
the hands of the Ishmeelites, which
had brought him down thither.
2  And the LORD was with Joseph,

and he was a prosperous man; and
he was in the house of his master
the Egyptian.
3  And his master saw that the

LORD was with him, and that the
LORD made all that he did to pros-
per in his hand.
4  And Joseph found grace in his

sight, and he served him: and he
made him overseer over his house,
and all that he had he put into his
hand.

5  And it came to pass from the
time that he had made him over-
seer in his house, and over all that
he had, that the LORD blessed the
Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s
sake; and the blessing of the LORD
was upon all that he had in the
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house, and in the field.
6  And he left all that he had in

Joseph’s hand; and he knew not
ought he had, save the bread which
he did eat. And Joseph was a good-
ly person, and well favoured.
7 ¶ And it came to pass after

these things, that his master’s wife
cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she
said, Lie with me.
8  But he refused, and said unto

his master’s wife, Behold, my mas-
ter wotteth not what is with me in
the house, and he hath committed
all that he hath to my hand;
9  There is none greater in this

house than I; neither hath he kept
back any thing from me but thee,
because thou art his wife: how then
can I do this great wickedness, and
sin against God?
10  And it came to pass, as she

spake to Joseph day by day, that he
hearkened not unto her, to lie by
her, or to be with her.
11  And it came to pass about this

time, that Joseph went into the
house to do his business; and there
was none of the men of the house
there within.
12  And she caught him by his

garment, saying, Lie with me: and
he left his garment in her hand,
and fled, and got him out.

13. And it came to pass, when she
saw that he had left his garment in
her hand, and was fled forth,
14  That she called unto the men

of her house, and spake unto them,
saying, See, he hath brought in an
Hebrew unto us to mock us; he
came in unto me to lie with me, and
I cried with a loud voice:
15  And it came to pass, when he

heard that I lifted up my voice and
cried, that he left his garment with
me, and fled, and got him out.
16  And she laid up his garment

by her, until his lord came home.
17  And she spake unto him

according to these words, saying,
The Hebrew servant, which thou
hast brought unto us, came in unto
me to mock me:
18  And it came to pass, as I lifted

up my voice and cried, that he left
his garment with me, and fled out.
19. And it came to pass, when his

master heard the words of his wife,
which she spake unto him, saying,
After this manner did thy servant
to me; that his wrath was kindled.
20  And Joseph’s master took him,

and put him into the prison, a place
where the king’s prisoners were
bound: and he was there in the
prison.
21 ¶ But the LORD was with
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Joseph, and shewed him mercy,
and gave him favour in the sight of
the keeper of the prison.
22  And the keeper of the prison

committed to Joseph’s hand all the
prisoners that were in the prison;

and whatsoever they did there, he
was the doer of it.
23  The keeper of the prison

looked not to any thing that was
under his hand; because the LORD
was with him, and that which he
did, the LORD made it to prosper.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
We now begin a study of one of the most exciting

biographies in the Bible, that of Joseph and his broth-
ers. The entire story illustrates the sovereignty of God
and His providential care of His own. Joseph stands
out as a spiritual giant in his own family. He has often
been called the Bible’s most complete type of Christ.
He was not faultless, but his faults are not recorded.
Throughout the next several chapters we will see
many parallels of Joseph’s life and that of Jesus’, even
though it is nowhere actually stated that Joseph was
such a type of Christ. Some comparisons to Christ are
that both were very special objects of their father’s
love; both were hated and rejected by their own;
both made unusual claims which were rejected by
their brothers; they were both conspired against; and
they both became a blessing among the Gentiles.

In chapter 39 Joseph begins preparation for
becoming the ruler of Egypt. He exchanged his “tai-
lored coat” for a servant’s garb, and God forced him
to learn to work (verses 1-6). In verses 7-18 God
teaches him the discipline of self-control. He did not
yield to the enticement of the Egyptian woman. He
lost his coat, but kept his character! Too many people
have failed in this area of discipline, and God has had
to put them on a shelf (see 1 Corinthians 9:24-27;
Proverbs 16:32 and 25:28). In verses 19-23 God
teaches Joseph the discipline of suffering. Through
this suffering Joseph learned patience, and gained a
deeper faith in God’s Word. Joseph’s suffering was
not enjoyable, but it led to glory.

When Christians are called on to endure suffer-
ing, it is certainly not enjoyable. But, like Joseph, any
time we suffer for Christ, glory shall be ours.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 2: For today’s memory verses, follow
instructions on page 9.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

ERICA BERNARD
KATHLEEN HOLT
CHARLES HARRIS

HYMN FOR TODAY

HE LEADETH ME
by Joseph H. Gilmore, 1834-1918

The blessedness and awe of being led by Almighty
God Himself so impressed the author of this text that
he wrote these beloved words spontaneously—and
these exact words have been sung by believers
around the world for more than a century. Although
Joseph Gilmore became a distinguished university
and seminary professor, an author of several text-
books in Hebrew and English literature, and a
respected Baptist minister, he is best remembered
today for this one hymn, hurriedly written when he
was just 28.

Gilmore scribbled down these lines while visiting
with friends after preaching about the truths of the
23rd Psalm at the Wednesday evening service of the
First Baptist Church in Philadelphia. He left this
account:

“At the close of the service we adjourned to
Deacon Watson’s pleasant home, where we were
being entertained. During our conversation the
blessedness of God’s leading so grew upon me that I
took out my pencil, wrote the text just as it stands
today, handed it to my wife, and thought no more of
it.”



Without telling her husband, Mrs. Gilmore sent
the verses to the Watchman and Reflector Magazine,
where it first appeared the following year. Three
years later Joseph Gilmore went to Rochester, New
York, as a candidate to become the pastor of Second
Baptist Church. He recalls:

“Upon entering the chapel I took up a hymnal,
thinking—I wonder what they sing here. To my
amazement the book opened up at ‘He Leadeth Me,’
and that was the first time I knew that my hurriedly
written lines had found a place among the songs of
the church.”

William Bradbury, an important American contrib-
utor to early gospel hymnody, added two additional
lines to the chorus: “His faithful foll’wer I would be,
for by His hand He leadeth me.” Does that describe
you?

He leadeth me! O blessed thought!
O words with heav’nly comfort fraught!
Whate’er I do, where’er I be,
still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine,
nor ever murmur nor repine;
content, whatever lot I see,
since ‘tis my God that leadeth me!

And when my task on earth is done,
when by Thy grace the vic’try’s won,
e’en death’s cold wave I will not flee,
since God thru Jordan leadeth me.

Chorus:
He leadeth me, He leadeth me,
by His own hand He leadeth me;
His faithful foll’wer I would be,
for by His hand He leadeth me.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1735
GEORGIA WAS SETTLED.

Pray for Christian friends in Georgia and the work
of the Gospel there. Thank God for friends that you
know in Georgia and for preachers who serve faith-
fully in this great state.

1691
GEORGE FOX DIED.

It was George Fox who founded the Quakers.
George Fox was so desirous to receive the power of
God that he went alone, fasted, prayed, and stayed

almost in a trance for fifteen days. When he returned,
people said he was not the same. The power of God
had come upon him, and he was ready to become a
great leader.

1777
THE VIRGINIA STATUTE FOR RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY WAS DRAWN.

Pray for God to give us continued religious liber-
ty.

1836
THE MEXICAN WAR STARTED.

1834
THE BIRTHDAY OF HORATIO ALGER.

1864
STEPHEN FOSTER DIED IN THE BELLEVUE
HOSPITAL IN NEW YORK CITY.

His total possessions equaled thirty-five cents.

1887
WEALTHY C.T. STUDD DISPOSED OF ALL HIS
WORLDLY GOODS.

C.T. Studd’s worldly goods totaled $150,000.00.
He gave $25,000.00 to Moody, who used it to begin
Moody Bible Institute. Studd later became a mission-
ary to China, India, and Africa, and one of the great
Christians of all history.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1869
NATIONAL CONVENTION OF BLACK LEADERS
MET IN WASHINGTON, D.C. Fredick Douglass
was elected president.

CONVENTION OF COLORED NATIONAL
LABOR UNION, THE FIRST BLACK LABOR
CONVENTION.

1873
P.B.S. PINCHBACK RELINQUISHED THE
OFFICE OF GOVERNOR, saying at the inaugura-
tion of the new Louisiana governor: “I now have the
honor to formally surrender the office of governor,
with the hope that you will administer the govern-
ment in the interests of all the people [and that] your
administration will be as fair toward the class that I
represent, as mine has been toward the class repre-
sented by you.”
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American evangelist. Dr. William
Biederwolf was converted to Christ
at the age of 20. After extensive edu-
cation in universities in France, Ger-
many, and Princeton, he was
ordained at 30 years of age. After
three years in the pastorate and one
year as an Army chaplain, he began
a life of evangelistic work that lasted
35 years. He preached in America
and around the world and estab-
lished a leper home in Korea in
1920.

In 1923, he established the
Winona Lake Assembly for Confer-
ence Speakers. After his active work
in evangelism, he devoted his
remaining years to pastoring in
Florida and also to writing. He was
the author of many books, among
which were The Millennium Bible,
The Wonderful Christ, The Growing
Christian, and The Whipping Post
Theology.

A Christian Life:
WILLIAM EDWARD BIEDERWOLF

1867-1939
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THE NEXT SEVEN DAYS:
BASIC TEXT TO AROUSE AN INTEREST IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS
(Assignment 2)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV.com main page.)

Life is brief.
( ) James 4:14
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

Life is uncertain.
( ) Proverbs 27:1
Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.

Death is sure.
( ) Hebrews 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the Judgment:

Christ may appear any moment.
( ) Matthew 24:44
Therefore be ye also ready: For in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

No escape for procrastinators.
( ) Hebrews 2:3
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

The Treasure Path
to Soul-Winning


