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CHAPTER 31

AND he heard the words of
Laban’s sons, saying, Jacob

hath taken away all that was our
father’s; and of that which was our
father’s hath he gotten all this
glory.
2  And Jacob beheld the counte-

nance of Laban, and, behold, it was
not toward him as before.
3  And the LORD said unto Jacob,

Return unto the land of thy fathers,
and to thy kindred; and I will be
with thee.
4  And Jacob sent and called

Rachel and Leah to the field unto
his flock,
5  And said unto them, I see your

father’s countenance, that it is not
toward me as before; but the God of
my father hath been with me.
6  And ye know that with all my

power I have served your father.
7  And your father hath deceived

me, and changed my wages ten
times; but God suffered him not to
hurt me.
8  If he said thus, The speckled

shall be thy wages; then all the cat-

tle bare speckled: and if he said
thus, The ringstraked shall be thy
hire; then bare all the cattle
ringstraked.
9  Thus God hath taken away the

cattle of your father, and given
them to me.
10  And it came to pass at the

time that the cattle conceived, that
I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a
dream, and, behold, the rams
which leaped upon the cattle were
ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.
11  And the angel of God spake

unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob:
And I said, Here am I.
12  And he said, Lift up now thine

eyes, and see, all the rams which
leap upon the cattle are
ringstraked, speckled, and grisled:
for I have seen all that Laban
doeth unto thee.
13  I am the God of Bethel, where

thou anointedst the pillar, and
where thou vowedst a vow unto me:
now arise, get thee out from this
land, and return unto the land of
thy kindred.
14  And Rachel and Leah
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him, and pursued after him seven
days’ journey; and they overtook
him in the mount Gilead.
24  And God came to Laban the

Syrian in a dream by night, and
said unto him, Take heed that thou
speak not to Jacob either good or
bad.
25 ¶ Then Laban overtook Jacob.

Now Jacob had pitched his tent in
the mount: and Laban with his
brethren pitched in the mount of
Gilead.
26  And Laban said to Jacob,

What hast thou done, that thou
hast stolen away unawares to me,
and carried away my daughters, as
captives taken with the sword?
27  Wherefore didst thou flee

away secretly, and steal away from
me; and didst not tell me, that I
might have sent thee away with
mirth, and with songs, with tabret,
and with harp?
28  And hast not suffered me to

kiss my sons and my daughters?
thou hast now done foolishly in so
doing.
29  It is in the power of my hand

to do you hurt: but the God of your
father spake unto me yesternight,
saying, Take thou heed that thou
speak not to Jacob either good or
bad.

answered and said unto him, Is
there yet any portion or inheritance
for us in our father’s house?
15  Are we not counted of him

strangers? for he hath sold us, and
hath quite devoured also our
money.
16  For all the riches which God

hath taken from our father, that is
ours, and our children’s: now then,
whatsoever God hath said unto
thee, do.
17 ¶ Then Jacob rose up, and set

his sons and his wives upon
camels;
18  And he carried away all his

cattle, and all his goods which he
had gotten, the cattle of his getting,
which he had gotten in Padanaram,
for to go to Isaac his father in the
land of Canaan.
19  And Laban went to shear his

sheep: and Rachel had stolen the
images that were her father’s.
20  And Jacob stole away

unawares to Laban the Syrian, in
that he told him not that he fled.
21  So he fled with all that he had;

and he rose up, and passed over the
river, and set his face toward the
mount Gilead.
22  And it was told Laban on the

third day that Jacob was fled.
23  And he took his brethren with
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30  And now, though thou
wouldest needs be gone, because
thou sore longedst after thy father’s
house, yet wherefore hast thou
stolen my gods?
31  And Jacob answered and said

to Laban, Because I was afraid: for
I said, Peradventure thou wouldest
take by force thy daughters from
me.
32  With whomsoever thou findest

thy gods, let him not live: before
our brethren discern thou what is
thine with me, and take it to thee.
For Jacob knew not that Rachel
had stolen them.
33  And Laban went into Jacob’s

tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into
the two maidservants’ tents; but he
found them not. Then went he out
of Leah’s tent, and entered into
Rachel’s tent.
34  Now Rachel had taken the

images, and put them in the
camel’s furniture, and sat upon
them. And Laban searched all the
tent, but found them not.
35  And she said to her father, Let

it not displease my lord that I can-
not rise up before thee; for the cus-
tom of women is upon me. And he
searched, but found not the images.
36 ¶ And Jacob was wroth, and

chode with Laban: and Jacob

answered and said to Laban, What
is my trespass? what is my sin,
that thou hast so hotly pursued
after me?
37  Whereas thou hast searched

all my stuff, what hast thou found
of all thy household stuff? set it
here before my brethren and thy
brethren, that they may judge
betwixt us both.
38  This twenty years have I been

with thee; thy ewes and thy she
goats have not cast their young,
and the rams of thy flock have I not
eaten.
39  That which was torn of beasts

I brought not unto thee; I bare the
loss of it; of my hand didst thou
require it, whether stolen by day, or
stolen by night.
40  Thus I was; in the day the

drought consumed me, and the
frost by night; and my sleep depart-
ed from mine eyes.
41  Thus have I been twenty years

in thy house; I served thee fourteen
years for thy two daughters, and
six years for thy cattle: and thou
hast changed my wages ten times.
42  Except the God of my father,

the God of Abraham, and the fear
of Isaac, had been with me, surely
thou hadst sent me away now
empty. God hath seen mine afflic-
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wives beside my daughters, no man
is with us; see, God is witness
betwixt me and thee.
51  And Laban said to Jacob,

Behold this heap, and behold this
pillar, which I have cast betwixt me
and thee;
52  This heap be witness, and this

pillar be witness, that I will not
pass over this heap to thee, and
that thou shalt not pass over this
heap and this pillar unto me, for
harm.
53  The God of Abraham, and the

God of Nahor, the God of their
father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob
sware by the fear of his father
Isaac.
54  Then Jacob offered sacrifice

upon the mount, and called his
brethren to eat bread: and they did
eat bread, and tarried all night in
the mount.
55  And early in the morning

Laban rose up, and kissed his sons
and his daughters, and blessed
them: and Laban departed, and
returned unto his place.

CHAPTER 32

AND Jacob went on his way, and
the angels of God met him.

2  And when Jacob saw them, he
said, This is God’s host: and he
called the name of that place

tion and the labour of my hands,
and rebuked thee yesternight.
43 ¶ And Laban answered and

said unto Jacob, These daughters
are my daughters, and these chil-
dren are my children, and these cat-
tle are my cattle, and all that thou
seest is mine: and what can I do
this day unto these my daughters,
or unto their children which they
have born?
44  Now therefore come thou, let

us make a covenant, I and thou;
and let it be for a witness between
me and thee.
45  And Jacob took a stone, and

set it up for a pillar.
46  And Jacob said unto his

brethren, Gather stones; and they
took stones, and made an heap: and
they did eat there upon the heap.
47  And Laban called it Jegarsa-

hadutha: but Jacob called it
Galeed.
48  And Laban said, This heap is

a witness between me and thee this
day. Therefore was the name of it
called Galeed;
49  And Mizpah; for he said, The

LORD watch between me and thee,
when we are absent one from
another.
50  If thou shalt afflict my daugh-

ters, or if thou shalt take other
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Mahanaim.
3. And Jacob sent messengers

before him to Esau his brother unto
the land of Seir, the country of
Edom.
4  And he commanded them, say-

ing, Thus shall ye speak unto my
lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith
thus, I have sojourned with Laban,
and stayed there until now:
5  And I have oxen, and asses,

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell
my lord, that I may find grace in
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy
brother Esau, and also he cometh
to meet thee, and four hundred
men with him.
7  Then Jacob was greatly afraid

and distressed: and he divided the
people that was with him, and the
flocks, and herds, and the camels,
into two bands;
8  And said, If Esau come to the

one company, and smite it, then the
other company which is left shall
escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O God of my

father Abraham, and God of my
father Isaac, the LORD which saidst
unto me, Return unto thy country,
and to thy kindred, and I will deal

well with thee:
10  I am not worthy of the least of

all the mercies, and of all the truth,
which thou hast shewed unto thy
servant; for with my staff I passed
over this Jordan; and now I am
become two bands.
11  Deliver me, I pray thee, from

the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he
will come and smite me, and the
mother with the children.
12  And thou saidst, I will surely

do thee good, and make thy seed as
the sand of the sea, which cannot
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that

same night; and took of that which
came to his hand a present for
Esau his brother;
14  Two hundred she goats, and

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes,
and twenty rams,
15  Thirty milch camels with their

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls,
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16  And he delivered them into the

hand of his servants, every drove
by themselves; and said unto his
servants, Pass over before me, and
put a space betwixt drove and
drove.
17  And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my broth-
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er meeteth thee, and asketh thee,
saying, Whose art thou? and whith-
er goest thou? and whose are these
before thee?
18  Then thou shalt say, They be

thy servant Jacob’s; it is a present
sent unto my lord Esau: and,
behold, also he is behind us.
19  And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this
manner shall ye speak unto Esau,
when ye find him.
20  And say ye moreover, Behold,

thy servant Jacob is behind us. For
he said, I will appease him with the
present that goeth before me, and
afterward I will see his face; perad-
venture he will accept of me.
21  So went the present over

before him: and himself lodged that
night in the company.
22  And he rose up that night, and

took his two wives, and his two
womenservants, and his eleven sons,
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23  And he took them, and sent

them over the brook, and sent over
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and

there wrestled a man with him
until the breaking of the day.
25  And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched

the hollow of his thigh; and the hol-
low of Jacob’s thigh was out of
joint, as he wrestled with him.
26  And he said, Let me go, for the

day breaketh. And he said, I will
not let thee go, except thou bless
me.
27  And he said unto him, What is

thy name? And he said, Jacob.
28  And he said, Thy name shall be

called no more Jacob, but Israel: for
as a prince hast thou power with God
and with men, and hast prevailed.
29  And Jacob asked him, and

said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy
name. And he said, Wherefore is it
that thou dost ask after my name?
And he blessed him there.
30  And Jacob called the name of

the place Peniel: for I have seen
God face to face, and my life is pre-
served.
31  And as he passed over Penuel

the sun rose upon him, and he halt-
ed upon his thigh.
32  Therefore the children of

Israel eat not of the sinew which
shrank, which is upon the hollow of
the thigh, unto this day: because he
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh
in the sinew that shrank.

CHAPTER 33

AND Jacob lifted up his eyes,
and looked, and, behold, Esau
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came, and with him four hundred
men. And he divided the children
unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and
unto the two handmaids.
2  And he put the handmaids and

their children foremost, and Leah
and her children after, and Rachel
and Joseph hindermost.
3  And he passed over before

them, and bowed himself to the
ground seven times, until he came
near to his brother.
4  And Esau ran to meet him, and

embraced him, and fell on his neck,
and kissed him: and they wept.
5. And he lifted up his eyes, and

saw the women and the children;
and said, Who are those with thee?
And he said, The children which
God hath graciously given thy ser-
vant.
6  Then the handmaidens came

near, they and their children, and
they bowed themselves.
7  And Leah also with her chil-

dren came near, and bowed them-
selves: and after came Joseph near
and Rachel, and they bowed them-
selves.
8  And he said, What meanest

thou by all this drove which I met?
And he said, These are to find grace
in the sight of my lord.
9  And Esau said, I have enough,

my brother; keep that thou hast
unto thyself.
10  And Jacob said, Nay, I pray

thee, if now I have found grace in
thy sight, then receive my present
at my hand: for therefore I have
seen thy face, as though I had seen
the face of God, and thou wast
pleased with me.
11  Take, I pray thee, my blessing

that is brought to thee; because
God hath dealt graciously with me,
and because I have enough. And he
urged him, and he took it.
12  And he said, Let us take our

journey, and let us go, and I will go
before thee.
13  And he said unto him, My lord

knoweth that the children are ten-
der, and the flocks and herds with
young are with me: and if men
should overdrive them one day, all
the flock will die.
14  Let my lord, I pray thee, pass

over before his servant: and I will
lead on softly, according as the cat-
tle that goeth before me and the
children be able to endure, until I
come unto my lord unto Seir.
15  And Esau said, Let me now

leave with thee some of the folk
that are with me. And he said,
What needeth it? let me find grace
in the sight of my lord.
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16 ¶ So Esau returned that day on
his way unto Seir.
17  And Jacob journeyed to Suc-

coth, and built him an house, and
made booths for his cattle: there-
fore the name of the place is called
Succoth.
18 ¶ And Jacob came to Shalem, a

city of Shechem, which is in the
land of Canaan, when he came

from Padanaram; and pitched his
tent before the city.
19  And he bought a parcel of a

field, where he had spread his tent,
at the hand of the children of
Hamor, Shechem’s father, for an
hundred pieces of money.
20  And he erected there an altar,

and called it Eleloheisrael.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Jacob’s 20 years of servitude end in chapter 31,

but he must still go back to Bethel and make things
right with God. The next several chapters record sev-
eral crucial experiences in Jacob’s life, as he makes
his way from Laban’s house to Bethel. In them we see
illustrations of the conflict between flesh and Spirit,
the old life and the new.

Esau was coming, and Jacob was about to meet
his forgotten past! Would Esau forgive him or fight
him? Would Jacob lose everything he had schemed
for? How tragic it is when the past catches up with a
man. But before Jacob met Esau, he experienced
three other meetings.

In chapter 32:1-20 Jacob met God’s angels, and
in verses 21-26 he actually met the Lord and wrestled
with Him. The battle lasted all night, and only after
wrestling with the Lord could Jacob say, “Not my will
but thine be done.” In verses 27-32 Jacob finally faces
himself, confesses his sin, and yields himself com-
pletely to the Lord. It was here that God gave him his
new name, “Israel,” which means “a prince with
God,” or “a God-governed man.”

To be broken by God is to have power with God.
God gave Jacob a new beginning, a new power. Jacob
was now walking in the Spirit rather than in the
flesh. This was illustrated by a new walk, for now
Jacob limped. He had been broken by God, but that
limp was a mark of power, not of weakness.

Verse 31 indicates the dawn of a new day, as the
sun rose and Jacob, with God’s help, limped out to
meet Esau. Their meeting takes place in chapter 33,
and resulted in each forgiving the other and each
going his separate way.

It is sometimes difficult to understand situations
that come into our lives as Christians. But we must
believe that our heavenly Father knows what is best
for us. If we will totally yield our lives to Him, then
everything that happens will bring honor and glory to
Him. Give God first place in your life. Satan would
have us believe there is not enough time for Bible
reading, prayer, and Bible memorization. Don’t let
him deceive you with this lie! For I have found in my
own life that when I give God the priorities of my life,
there is time for everything!

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he
that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded”
(Proverbs 13:13).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 2: For today’s memory verses, follow
instructions on page 10.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

HUEY P. TAYLOR
BRYAN SMITH
BEATRICE CHEATMAN
SANDRA JACKSON

HYMN FOR TODAY

DAY BY DAY
by Lina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903

It is a common tendency for people to look ahead.



They wonder—what will happen next? That’s why
the pseudo science of astrology is booming today as
never before. Because we are apprehensive of the
future, wondering when some health problem or per-
haps a financial difficulty will surprise us, we long for
a reassuring word of comfort.

“Day by Day” was written by a young Swedish
woman who learned early in life the all-important
lesson of living each day with the conscious presence
and strength of her Lord. Lina Sandell has often been
called the “Fanny Crosby of Sweden” for her many
contributions to gospel hymnody. From her pen
flowed approximately 650 hymns which strongly
influenced the waves of revival that swept the
Scandinavian countries during the latter half of the
19th century.

At the age of 26 Lina had an experience that
greatly influenced her life. She was accompanying
her father aboard ship to the city of Gothenburg,
Sweden, across Lake Vattern. The ship gave a sudden
lurch and Lina’s father, a devout Lutheran minister,
fell overboard and drowned before the eyes of his
devoted daughter. Although Lina had written many
hymn texts prior to this tragic experience, now more
than ever poetic thoughts that expressed a tender,
childlike trust in her Lord began to flow freely from
her broken heart.

Day by day and with each passing moment,
strength I find to meet my trials here;
trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment,
I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure
gives unto each day what He deems best—
lovingly, its part of pain or pleasure,
mingling toil with peace and rest.

Ev’ry day the Lord Himself is near me
with a special mercy for each hour;
all my cares He fain would bear, and cheer me,
He whose name is Counsellor and Pow’r.
The protection of His child and treasure
is a charge that on Himself He laid:
“As thy days, thy strength shall be in measure,”
this the pledge to me He made.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1757
THE BIRTHDAY OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

Alexander Hamilton was the first Secretary of the
Treasury of our nation and established the Bank of
the United States. How long has it been since you
thanked God for your bank and the banking system
we enjoy? Let us do so today.

1842
WILLIAM JAMES WAS BORN.

1879
MILK WAS DELIVERED FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN BOTTLES.

This was done in Brooklyn, New York. Oh, how
prone we are to take for granted such conveniences.
Let us thank God today for pasteurized milk and for
the convenient way in which we receive it.

1843
FRANCIS SCOTT KEY DIED.

It was Francis Scott Key who wrote the National
Anthem. Why not pause now to sing it and pray that
God will help our nation to remain strong and free.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1870
FIRST RECONSTRUCTION LEGISLATURE MET
in Jackson, Mississippi. Thirty-one of the 106 repre-
sentatives were black. Five of the thirty-three sena-
tors were black.

1892
WILLIAM D. MCCOY OF INDIANA WAS
APPOINTED MINISTER TO LIBERIA.

1936
CHARLES ANDERSON ENTERED KENTUCKY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

1961
RIOT, UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA. Two black
students Charlayne Hunter and Hamilton Holmes
were suspended but a federal court ordered them
reinstated.  They returned to classes on January 16.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THE NEXT SEVEN DAYS:
BASIC TEXT TO AROUSE AN INTEREST IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS
(Assignment 2)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV.com main page.)

Life is brief.
( ) James 4:14
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

Life is uncertain.
( ) Proverbs 27:1
Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.

Death is sure.
( ) Hebrews 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the Judgment:

Christ may appear any moment.
( ) Matthew 24:44
Therefore be ye also ready: For in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

No escape for procrastinators.
( ) Hebrews 2:3
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

The Treasure Path
to Soul-Winning


