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CHAPTER 31

AND the LORD spake unto
Moses, saying,

2  Avenge the children of Israel
of the Midianites: afterward shalt
thou be gathered unto thy people.

3  And Moses spake unto the
people, saying, Arm some of your-
selves unto the war, and let them
go against the Midianites, and
avenge the LORD of Midian.

4  Of every tribe a thousand,
throughout all the tribes of Israel,
shall ye send to the war.

5  So there were delivered out of
the thousands of Israel, a thousand
of every tribe, twelve thousand
armed for war.

6  And Moses sent them to the
war, a thousand of every tribe, them
and Phinehas the son of Eleazar
the priest, to the war, with the holy
instruments, and the trumpets to
blow in his hand.

7. And they warred against the
Midianites, as the LORD command-
ed Moses; and they slew all the
males.

8  And they slew the kings of

Midian, beside the rest of them
that were slain; namely, Evi, and
Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and
Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam
also the son of Beor they slew with
the sword.

9  And the children of Israel took
all the women of Midian captives,
and their little ones, and took the
spoil of all their cattle, and all their
flocks, and all their goods.

10  And they burnt all their
cities wherein they dwelt, and all
their goodly castles, with fire.

11  And they took all the spoil,
and all the prey, both of men and of
beasts.

12  And they brought the cap-
tives, and the prey, and the spoil,
unto Moses, and Eleazar the priest,
and unto the congregation of the
children of Israel, unto the camp at
the plains of Moab, which are by
Jordan near Jericho.

13 ¶ And Moses, and Eleazar the
priest, and all the princes of the
congregation, went forth to meet
them without the camp.

14  And Moses was wroth with
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the officers of the host, with the
captains over thousands, and cap-
tains over hundreds, which came
from the battle.

15  And Moses said unto them,
Have ye saved all the women alive?

16  Behold, these caused the chil-
dren of Israel, through the counsel
of Balaam, to commit trespass
against the LORD in the matter of
Peor, and there was a plague
among the congregation of the
LORD.

17  Now therefore kill every male
among the little ones, and kill
every woman that hath known man
by lying with him.

18  But all the women children,
that have not known a man by
lying with him, keep alive for your-
selves.

19  And do ye abide without the
camp seven days: whosoever hath
killed any person, and whosoever
hath touched any slain, purify both
yourselves and your captives on the
third day, and on the seventh day.

20  And purify all your raiment,
and all that is made of skins, and
all work of goats’ hair, and all
things made of wood.

21 ¶ And Eleazar the priest said
unto the men of war which went to
the battle, This is the ordinance of

the law which the LORD command-
ed Moses;

22  Only the gold, and the silver,
the brass, the iron, the tin, and the
lead,

23  Every thing that may abide
the fire, ye shall make it go
through the fire, and it shall be
clean: nevertheless it shall be puri-
fied with the water of separation:
and all that abideth not the fire ye
shall make go through the water.

24  And ye shall wash your
clothes on the seventh day, and ye
shall be clean, and afterward ye
shall come into the camp.

25 ¶ And the LORD spake unto
Moses, saying,

26  Take the sum of the prey that
was taken, both of man and of
beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest,
and the chief fathers of the congre-
gation:

27  And divide the prey into two
parts; between them that took the
war upon them, who went out to
battle, and between all the congre-
gation:

28  And levy a tribute unto the
LORD of the men of war which went
out to battle: one soul of five hun-
dred, both of the persons, and of the
beeves, and of the asses, and of the
sheep:
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29  Take it of their half, and give
it unto Eleazar the priest, for an
heave offering of the LORD.

30  And of the children of Israel’s
half, thou shalt take one portion of
fifty, of the persons, of the beeves,
of the asses, and of the flocks, of all
manner of beasts, and give them
unto the Levites, which keep the
charge of the tabernacle of the
LORD.

31  And Moses and Eleazar the
priest did as the LORD commanded
Moses.

32  And the booty, being the rest
of the prey which the men of war
had caught, was six hundred thou-
sand and seventy thousand and
five thousand sheep,

33  And threescore and twelve
thousand beeves,

34  And threescore and one thou-
sand asses,

35  And thirty and two thousand
persons in all, of women that had
not known man by lying with him.

36  And the half, which was the
portion of them that went out to
war, was in number three hundred
thousand and seven and thirty
thousand and five hundred sheep:

37  And the LORD’S tribute of the
sheep was six hundred and three-
score and fifteen.

38  And the beeves were thirty
and six thousand; of which the
LORD’S tribute was threescore and
twelve.

39  And the asses were thirty
thousand and five hundred; of
which the LORD’S tribute was three-
score and one.

40  And the persons were sixteen
thousand; of which the LORD’S trib-
ute was thirty and two persons.

41  And Moses gave the tribute,
which was the LORD’S heave offer-
ing, unto Eleazar the priest, as the
LORD commanded Moses.

42  And of the children of Israel’s
half, which Moses divided from the
men that warred,

43  (Now the half that pertained
unto the congregation was three
hundred thousand and thirty thou-
sand and seven thousand and five
hundred sheep,

44  And thirty and six thousand
beeves,

45  And thirty thousand asses
and five hundred,

46  And sixteen thousand per-
sons;)

47  Even of the children of
Israel’s half, Moses took one por-
tion of fifty, both of man and of
beast, and gave them unto the
Levites, which kept the charge of
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the tabernacle of the LORD; as the
LORD commanded Moses.

48 ¶ And the officers which were
over thousands of the host, the cap-
tains of thousands, and captains of
hundreds, came near unto Moses:

49  And they said unto Moses,
Thy servants have taken the sum
of the men of war which are under
our charge, and there lacketh not
one man of us.

50  We have therefore brought an
oblation for the LORD, what every
man hath gotten, of jewels of gold,
chains, and bracelets, rings, ear-
rings, and tablets, to make an
atonement for our souls before the
LORD.

51  And Moses and Eleazar the
priest took the gold of them, even
all wrought jewels.

52  And all the gold of the offer-
ing that they offered up to the
LORD, of the captains of thousands,
and of the captains of hundreds,
was sixteen thousand seven hun-
dred and fifty shekels.

53  (For the men of war had
taken spoil, every man for himself.)

54  And Moses and Eleazar the
priest took the gold of the captains
of thousands and of hundreds, and
brought it into the tabernacle of the
congregation, for a memorial for

the children of Israel before the
LORD.

CHAPTER 32

NOW the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad had a

very great multitude of cattle: and
when they saw the land of Jazer,
and the land of Gilead, that,
behold, the place was a place for
cattle;

2  The children of Gad and the
children of Reuben came and spake
unto Moses, and to Eleazar the
priest, and unto the princes of the
congregation, saying,

3  Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer,
and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and
Elealeh, and Shebam, and Nebo,
and Beon,

4  Even the country which the
LORD smote before the congregation
of Israel, is a land for cattle, and
thy servants have cattle:

5  Wherefore, said they, if we
have found grace in thy sight, let
this land be given unto thy ser-
vants for a possession, and bring us
not over Jordan.

6 ¶ And Moses said unto the chil-
dren of Gad and to the children of
Reuben, Shall your brethren go to
war, and shall ye sit here?

7  And wherefore discourage ye
the heart of the children of Israel
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from going over into the land which
the LORD hath given them?

8  Thus did your fathers, when I
sent them from Kadeshbarnea to
see the land.

9  For when they went up unto
the valley of Eshcol, and saw the
land, they discouraged the heart of
the children of Israel, that they
should not go into the land which
the LORD had given them.

10  And the LORD’S anger was
kindled the same time, and he
sware, saying,

11  Surely none of the men that
came up out of Egypt, from twenty
years old and upward, shall see the
land which I sware unto Abraham,
unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because
they have not wholly followed me:

12  Save Caleb the son of
Jephunneh the Kenezite, and
Joshua the son of Nun: for they
have wholly followed the LORD.

13  And the LORD’S anger was
kindled against Israel, and he
made them wander in the wilder-
ness forty years, until all the gener-
ation, that had done evil in the
sight of the LORD, was consumed.

14  And, behold, ye are risen up
in your fathers’ stead, an increase
of sinful men, to augment yet the
fierce anger of the LORD toward

Israel.
15  For if ye turn away from after

him, he will yet again leave them
in the wilderness; and ye shall
destroy all this people.

16 ¶ And they came near unto
him, and said, We will build sheep-
folds here for our cattle, and cities
for our little ones:

17  But we ourselves will go
ready armed before the children of
Israel, until we have brought them
unto their place: and our little ones
shall dwell in the fenced cities
because of the inhabitants of the
land.

18  We will not return unto our
houses, until the children of Israel
have inherited every man his
inheritance.

19  For we will not inherit with
them on yonder side Jordan, or for-
ward; because our inheritance is
fallen to us on this side Jordan
eastward.

20 ¶ And Moses said unto them,
If ye will do this thing, if ye will go
armed before the LORD to war,

21  And will go all of you armed
over Jordan before the LORD, until
he hath driven out his enemies
from before him,

22  And the land be subdued
before the LORD: then afterward ye
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shall return, and be guiltless before
the LORD, and before Israel; and
this land shall be your possession
before the LORD.

23  But if ye will not do so,
behold, ye have sinned against the
LORD: and be sure your sin will find
you out.

24  Build you cities for your little
ones, and folds for your sheep; and
do that which hath proceeded out
of your mouth.

25  And the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben spake unto
Moses, saying, Thy servants will do
as my lord commandeth.

26  Our little ones, our wives, our
flocks, and all our cattle, shall be
there in the cities of Gilead:

27  But thy servants will pass
over, every man armed for war,
before the LORD to battle, as my
lord saith.

28. So concerning them Moses
commanded Eleazar the priest, and
Joshua the son of Nun, and the
chief fathers of the tribes of the
children of Israel:

29  And Moses said unto them, If
the children of Gad and the chil-
dren of Reuben will pass with you
over Jordan, every man armed to
battle, before the LORD, and the
land shall be subdued before you;

then ye shall give them the land of
Gilead for a possession:

30  But if they will not pass over
with you armed, they shall have
possessions among you in the land
of Canaan.

31  And the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben answered,
saying, As the LORD hath said unto
thy servants, so will we do.

32  We will pass over armed
before the LORD into the land of
Canaan, that the possession of our
inheritance on this side Jordan
may be ours.

33  And Moses gave unto them,
even to the children of Gad, and to
the children of Reuben, and unto
half the tribe of Manasseh the son
of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon
king of the Amorites, and the king-
dom of Og king of Bashan, the
land, with the cities thereof in the
coasts, even the cities of the country
round about.

34 ¶ And the children of Gad
built Dibon, and Ataroth, and
Aroer,

35  And Atroth, Shophan, and
Jaazer, and Jogbehah,

36  And Bethnimrah, and Beth-
haran, fenced cities: and folds for
sheep.

37  And the children of Reuben
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built Heshbon, and Elealeh, and
Kirjathaim,

38  And Nebo, and Baalmeon,
(their names being changed,) and
Shibmah: and gave other names
unto the cities which they builded.

39  And the children of Machir
the son of Manasseh went to
Gilead, and took it, and dispos-
sessed the Amorite which was in it.

40  And Moses gave Gilead unto
Machir the son of Manasseh; and
he dwelt therein.

41  And Jair the son of Manasseh
went and took the small towns
thereof, and called them Havoth-
jair.

42  And Nobah went and took
Kenath, and the villages thereof,
and called it Nobah, after his own
name.

CHAPTER 33

THESE are the journeys of the
children of Israel, which went

forth out of the land of Egypt with
their armies under the hand of
Moses and Aaron.

2  And Moses wrote their goings
out according to their journeys by
the commandment of the LORD: and
these are their journeys according
to their goings out.

3  And they departed from
Rameses in the first month, on the

fifteenth day of the first month; on
the morrow after the passover the
children of Israel went out with an
high hand in the sight of all the
Egyptians.

4  For the Egyptians buried all
their firstborn, which the LORD had
smitten among them: upon their
gods also the LORD executed judg-
ments.

5  And the children of Israel
removed from Rameses, and
pitched in Succoth.

6  And they departed from Suc-
coth, and pitched in Etham, which
is in the edge of the wilderness.

7  And they removed from
Etham, and turned again unto
Pihahiroth, which is before
Baalzephon: and they pitched
before Migdol.

8  And they departed from before
Pihahiroth, and passed through the
midst of the sea into the wilder-
ness, and went three days’ journey
in the wilderness of Etham, and
pitched in Marah.

9  And they removed from
Marah, and came unto Elim: and in
Elim were twelve fountains of
water, and threescore and ten palm
trees; and they pitched there.

10  And they removed from Elim,
and encamped by the Red sea.
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11  And they removed from the
Red sea, and encamped in the
wilderness of Sin.

12  And they took their journey
out of the wilderness of Sin, and
encamped in Dophkah.

13  And they departed from
Dophkah, and encamped in Alush.

14  And they removed from
Alush, and encamped at Rephidim,
where was no water for the people
to drink.

15  And they departed from
Rephidim, and pitched in the
wilderness of Sinai.

16  And they removed from the
desert of Sinai, and pitched at
Kibrothhattaavah.

17  And they departed from
Kibrothhattaavah, and encamped
at Hazeroth.

18  And they departed from
Hazeroth, and pitched in Rithmah.

19  And they departed from
Rithmah, and pitched at Rimmon-
parez.

20  And they departed from Rim-
monparez, and pitched in Libnah.

21  And they removed from Lib-
nah, and pitched at Rissah.

22  And they journeyed from Ris-
sah, and pitched in Kehelathah.

23  And they went from Kehe-
lathah, and pitched in mount Sha-

pher.
24  And they removed from

mount Shapher, and encamped in
Haradah.

25  And they removed from
Haradah, and pitched in Makh-
eloth.

26  And they removed from
Makheloth, and encamped at
Tahath.

27  And they departed from
Tahath, and pitched at Tarah.

28  And they removed from
Tarah, and pitched in Mithcah.

29  And they went from Mithcah,
and pitched in Hashmonah.

30  And they departed from
Hashmonah, and encamped at
Moseroth.

31  And they departed from
Moseroth, and pitched in Bene-
jaakan.

32  And they removed from
Benejaakan, and encamped at
Horhagidgad.

33  And they went from
Horhagidgad, and pitched in Jot-
bathah.

34  And they removed from Jot-
bathah, and encamped at Ebronah.

35  And they departed from Ebron-
ah, and encamped at Eziongaber.

36  And they removed from
Eziongaber, and pitched in the
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wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh.
37  And they removed from

Kadesh, and pitched in mount Hor,
in the edge of the land of Edom.

38  And Aaron the priest went
up into mount Hor at the com-
mandment of the LORD, and died
there, in the fortieth year after the
children of Israel were come out of
the land of Egypt, in the first day of
the fifth month.

39  And Aaron was an hundred
and twenty and three years old
when he died in mount Hor.

40  And king Arad the Canaan-
ite, which dwelt in the south in the
land of Canaan, heard of the com-
ing of the children of Israel.

41  And they departed from
mount Hor, and pitched in Zal-
monah.

42  And they departed from Zal-
monah, and pitched in Punon.

43  And they departed from
Punon, and pitched in Oboth.

44  And they departed from
Oboth, and pitched in Ijeabarim, in
the border of Moab.

45  And they departed from Iim,
and pitched in Dibongad.

46  And they removed from
Dibongad, and encamped in
Almondiblathaim.

47  And they removed from

Almondiblathaim, and pitched in
the mountains of Abarim, before
Nebo.

48  And they departed from the
mountains of Abarim, and pitched
in the plains of Moab by Jordan
near Jericho.

49  And they pitched by Jordan,
from Bethjesimoth even unto
Abelshittim in the plains of Moab.

50 ¶ And the LORD spake unto
Moses in the plains of Moab by Jor-
dan near Jericho, saying,

51  Speak unto the children of
Israel, and say unto them, When ye
are passed over Jordan into the
land of Canaan;

52  Then ye shall drive out all
the inhabitants of the land from
before you, and destroy all their
pictures, and destroy all their
molten images, and quite pluck
down all their high places:

53  And ye shall dispossess the
inhabitants of the land, and dwell
therein: for I have given you the
land to possess it.

54  And ye shall divide the land
by lot for an inheritance among
your families: and to the more ye
shall give the more inheritance,
and to the fewer ye shall give the
less inheritance: every man’s inher-
itance shall be in the place where
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his lot falleth; according to the
tribes of your fathers ye shall
inherit.

55  But if ye will not drive out
the inhabitants of the land from
before you; then it shall come to
pass, that those which ye let

remain of them shall be pricks in
your eyes, and thorns in your sides,
and shall vex you in the land
wherein ye dwell.

56  Moreover it shall come to
pass, that I shall do unto you, as I
thought to do unto them.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Midian was a son of Abraham by Keturah (Gene-

sis 25:1-6). When Moses fled from Egypt forty years
before the Exodus (Exodus 2:15-21), he helped the
daughters of Jethro, the Priest of Midian, and mar-
ried one of his daughters (Zipporah). Therefore, the
Midianites were descendants of Moses, as well as the
Levites. Through the influence of Balaam the Midian-
ite women and girls were able to seduce the men of
Israel. Because of this, God commanded Moses to
destroy the nation of Midian (Numbers 25:16-18). In
Numbers 31 Moses now receives the order to execute
this command.

The spiritual laws that God has given are just as
absolute as natural laws. Galatians 6:7 tells us, “Be
not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Also, Numbers
32:33 tells us, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” If
a man sows wheat, he reaps wheat; if he sows corn,
he reaps corn. Spiritual laws are just as certain. In the
righteous government of God, sin always brings sor-
row and suffering.

In chapter 32 we see the request and dispute of
Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh with Moses, concerning
the portioning of the land. The request was a selfish
one, characterized by worldly convenience. The prop-
erty they chose was outside the Promised Land and
they, thereby, showed unbelief and a willingness to
shun war. Moses’ rebuke in verses 6-15 warned them
of the fruits of unbelief at Kadesh-Barnea when the
spies were sent out. Their compromise to join their
brothers was accepted, and can be compared to Lot’s
selfish decision (Genesis 13:5-11). In the final
arrangement (verses 25-42), the tribes of Reuben and
Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh obtained the rich
grazing lands of Transjordan. We will see later, in II
Kings 15:29 and I Chronicles 5:25,26, that their
choice resulted in unbelief and world conformity.

Chapter 33 gives the summary of the journey
from Egypt. The first and second stages are given in
verses 1-17; the third and fourth stages in verses 18-
49; and the directions to exterminate the Canaanites
are given in verses 50-56. Notice particularly verses
55 and 56. God explains here the results of disobedi-
ence concerning His instructions to exterminate the
Canaanites. Again we are reminded that God
demands complete obedience to His Word; partial
obedience will bring judgment and chastisement to
offenders.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a
man of understanding will draw it out” (Proverbs
20:5).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 8: For today’s memory verses, follow
instructions on page 12.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

OPHELIA ADAMS
FANNIE GREEN
ROBERT FRAZIER

HYMN FOR TODAY
WHY SHOULD HE LOVE ME SO?

Words and Music by Robert Harkness,
1880-1961

In the deepest sense, love is a prerequisite of the
whole Christian faith. It begins with God since His
basic attribute is love (1 John 4:8). The Father then
supplied a model of sacrificial love by providing sal-
vation for man through the atoning work of Christ.
Also He gave us the indwelling Holy Spirit so we
could respond to Him and seek to imitate His love in



service to others. How our society languishes for a
living demonstration of God’s love by Christians in
every relationship of life!

Reflecting seriously on God’s redemptive love in
sending His only Son to suffer and die for each of us
personally should create within us a deep sense of
unworthiness and devotion. Why should the Creator
of the universe do all this for me? I was rebellious, a
sinner, an enemy of God...yet He pursued and loved
me. The amazing thrill of the gospel is that we do not
have to become good first in order to be loved by
God. We are already loved just as we are. It is impos-
sible to define and describe divine love and the trans-
formation it produces in the life that receives it by
faith. But this love can be experienced by anyone
who desires it.

Author and composer Robert Harkness was an
Australian gospel musician who traveled extensively
in round-the-world tours as a pianist with some of
the leading evangelists of his day. Harkness wrote
several hundred gospel songs, which were first fea-
tured in these campaigns. He also prepared a corre-
spondence course, “Evangelistic Piano Playing,” that
has been widely used through the years.

Love sent my Saviour to die in my stead;
why should He love me so?
Meekly to Calvary’s cross He was led;
why should He love me so?

Nails pierced His hands and His feet for my sin;
why should He love me so?
He suffered sore my salvation to win;
why should He love me so?

Chorus:
Why should He love me so? Why should He love me so?
Why should my Saviour to Calvary go? Why should He
love me so?

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1803
OHIO WAS ADMITTED TO THE UNION.

I was born in Toledo, Ohio, in 1952, and still have
many friends and relatives there. We should pause
today and pray for God’s blessings upon the saints in
Ohio. Again and again, I have traveled this fine state.
Some of the largest and most evangelistic churches in

the world are in the state of Ohio. Let us pray for our
brethren and the saints in Ohio today.

1881
KANSAS ADOPTED STATEWIDE PROHIBITION
OF ALL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

Let us today reaffirm our opposition to the liquor
traffic. Perhaps some time should be spent today in
teaching our boys and girls the danger of this traffic
and making a new pledge to God to do our best to
lead men, women, and children from this evil.

1812
SOME HAVE SAID THAT THIS IS THE DATE OF
THE JUDSONS’ SAILING FOR INDIA.

One of the most unusual things about the Jud-
sons’ ministry was that it took them five years to gain
their first convert. Many of us could speculate as to
the reason behind this, but the great thing to remem-
ber is that they did have thousands and thousands of
them later. The thought of the great Judson family
and their work on the mission field should remind us
to pray for missionaries everywhere. Pray for the
starving multitudes in India. Perhaps no nation under
Heaven has been in such dire circumstances in our
generation as has India.

Now pray by name for missionaries you know in
India. Several names cross my mind. Let us hold
them before the throne of grace as we think of the
great work done by Adoniram and Ann Judson in this
needy land.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1864
KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS ESTABLISHED.

CONFEDERATE TROOPS DEFEATED THREE
BLACK AND SIX WHITE REGIMENTS at Battle of
Olustee, about fifty miles from Jacksonville, Florida.

1919
PAN-AFRICAN CONGRESS, organized by W.E.B.
Du Bois, met at Grand Hotel, Paris.  There were fifty-
seven delegates, sixteen from the United States and
fourteen from Africa, from sixteen countries and
colonies.  Blaise Diagne of Senegal was elected presi-
dent and Du Bois was named secretary.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR SEVEN DAYS:
CONSEQUENCES OF SIN
(Assignment 8)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV page.)

Both physical and spiritual death.
( ) Romans 5:12
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned:

A place of eternal death.
( ) Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A place of no mercy.
( ) Luke 16:24
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

A place of torment.
( ) Revelation 21:8
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcer-
ers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim-
stone: which is the second death.

A place of everlasting punishment.
( ) Matthew 25:46
And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


