
CHAPTER 1

PETER, an apostle of Jesus
Christ, to the strangers scat-

tered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

2  Elect according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace
unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

3. Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a live-
ly hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4  To an inheritance incorrupt-
ible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for
you,

5  Who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last
time.

6. Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through mani-
fold temptations:

7  That the trial of your faith,
being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ:

8  Whom having not seen, ye
love; in whom, though now ye see
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of
glory:

9  Receiving the end of your faith,
even the salvation of your souls.

10. Of which salvation the
prophets have enquired and
searched diligently, who prophesied
of the grace that should come unto
you:

11  Searching what, or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify,
when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory
that should follow.

12  Unto whom it was revealed,
that not unto themselves, but unto
us they did minister the things,
which are now reported unto you
by them that have preached the
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gospel unto you with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven;
which things the angels desire to
look into.

13. Wherefore gird up the loins
of your mind, be sober, and hope to
the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation
of Jesus Christ;

14  As obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves according to
the former lusts in your ignorance:

15  But as he which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation;

16  Because it is written, Be ye
holy; for I am holy.

17  And if ye call on the Father,
who without respect of persons jud-
geth according to every man’s
work, pass the time of your
sojourning here in fear:

18  Forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corrupt-
ible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers;

19  But with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot:

20  Who verily was foreordained
before the foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these last
times for you,

21  Who by him do believe in
God, that raised him up from the
dead, and gave him glory; that your
faith and hope might be in God.

22  Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervent-
ly:

23  Being born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever.

24. For all flesh is as grass, and
all the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away:

25  But the word of the Lord
endureth for ever. And this is the
word which by the gospel is
preached unto you.

CHAPTER 2

WHEREFORE laying aside all
malice, and all guile, and

hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings,

2  As newborn babes, desire the
sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby:

3  If so be ye have tasted that the
Lord is gracious.

4. To whom coming, as unto a liv-
ing stone, disallowed indeed of
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men, but chosen of God, and pre-
cious,

5  Ye also, as lively stones, are
built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sac-
rifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ.

6  Wherefore also it is contained
in the scripture, Behold, I lay in
Sion a chief corner stone, elect, pre-
cious: and he that believeth on him
shall not be confounded.

7  Unto you therefore which
believe he is precious: but unto
them which be disobedient, the
stone which the builders disal-
lowed, the same is made the head
of the corner,

8  And a stone of stumbling, and
a rock of offence, even to them
which stumble at the word, being
disobedient: whereunto also they
were appointed.

9  But ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light:

10  Which in time past were not
a people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy,
but now have obtained mercy.

11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you

as strangers and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul;

12  Having your conversation
honest among the Gentiles: that,
whereas they speak against you as
evildoers, they may by your good
works, which they shall behold, glo-
rify God in the day of visitation.

13. Submit yourselves to every
ordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake: whether it be to the king, as
supreme;

14  Or unto governors, as unto
them that are sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers, and for
the praise of them that do well.

15  For so is the will of God, that
with well doing ye may put to
silence the ignorance of foolish
men:

16  As free, and not using your
liberty for a cloke of maliciousness,
but as the servants of God.

17  Honour all men. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the
king.

18  Servants, be subject to your
masters with all fear; not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the
froward.

19  For this is thankworthy, if a
man for conscience toward God
endure grief, suffering wrongfully.
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20  For what glory is it, if, when
ye be buffeted for your faults, ye
shall take it patiently? but if, when
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take
it patiently, this is acceptable with
God.

21  For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that
ye should follow his steps:

22  Who did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth:

23  Who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when he suf-
fered, he threatened not; but com-
mitted himself to him that judgeth
righteously:

24  Who his own self bare our
sins in his own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed.

25  For ye were as sheep going
astray; but are now returned unto
the Shepherd and Bishop of your
souls.

CHAPTER 3

LIKEWISE, ye wives, be in sub-
jection to your own husbands;

that, if any obey not the word, they
also may without the word be won
by the conversation of the wives;

2  While they behold your chaste
conversation coupled with fear.

3  Whose adorning let it not be
that outward adorning of plaiting
the hair, and of wearing of gold, or
of putting on of apparel;

4  But let it be the hidden man of
the heart, in that which is not cor-
ruptible, even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in
the sight of God of great price.

5  For after this manner in the
old time the holy women also, who
trusted in God, adorned them-
selves, being in subjection unto
their own husbands:

6  Even as Sara obeyed Abra-
ham, calling him lord: whose
daughters ye are, as long as ye do
well, and are not afraid with any
amazement.

7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell
with them according to knowledge,
giving honour unto the wife, as unto
the weaker vessel, and as being
heirs together of the grace of life;
that your prayers be not hindered.

8. Finally, be ye all of one mind,
having compassion one of another,
love as brethren, be pitiful, be cour-
teous:

9  Not rendering evil for evil, or
railing for railing: but contrariwise
blessing; knowing that ye are
thereunto called, that ye should
inherit a blessing.
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10  For he that will love life, and
see good days, let him refrain his
tongue from evil, and his lips that
they speak no guile:

11  Let him eschew evil, and do
good; let him seek peace, and ensue
it.

12  For the eyes of the Lord are
over the righteous, and his ears are
open unto their prayers: but the
face of the Lord is against them
that do evil.

13  And who is he that will harm
you, if ye be followers of that which
is good?

14  But and if ye suffer for right-
eousness’ sake, happy are ye: and
be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled;

15  But sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and
fear:

16. Having a good conscience;
that, whereas they speak evil of
you, as of evildoers, they may be
ashamed that falsely accuse your
good conversation in Christ.

17  For it is better, if the will of
God be so, that ye suffer for well
doing, than for evil doing.

18. For Christ also hath once suf-

fered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to
God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

19  By which also he went and
preached unto the spirits in prison;

20  Which sometime were disobe-
dient, when once the longsuffering
of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water.

21. The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us
(not the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God,) by the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ:

22  Who is gone into heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; angels
and authorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4

FORASMUCH then as Christ
hath suffered for us in the

flesh, arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind: for he that hath
suffered in the flesh hath ceased
from sin;

2  That he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to
the lusts of men, but to the will of
God.

3  For the time past of our life
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may suffice us to have wrought the
will of the Gentiles, when we
walked in lasciviousness, lusts,
excess of wine, revellings, banquet-
ings, and abominable idolatries:

4. Wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the
same excess of riot, speaking evil of
you:

5  Who shall give account to him
that is ready to judge the quick and
the dead.

6  For for this cause was the
gospel preached also to them that
are dead, that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.

7. But the end of all things is at
hand: be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer.

8  And above all things have fer-
vent charity among yourselves: for
charity shall cover the multitude of
sins.

9  Use hospitality one to another
without grudging.

10  As every man hath received
the gift, even so minister the same
one to another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.

11  If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God; if any
man minister, let him do it as of the
ability which God giveth: that God

in all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be
praise and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.

12. Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you:

13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings;
that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy.

14  If ye be reproached for the
name of Christ, happy are ye; for
the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you: on their part he
is evil spoken of, but on your part
he is glorified.

15  But let none of you suffer as
a murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters.

16  Yet if any man suffer as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God on this behalf.

17  For the time is come that
judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if it first begin at us,
what shall the end be of them that
obey not the gospel of God?

18  And if the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the ungodly
and the sinner appear?
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19  Wherefore let them that suf-
fer according to the will of God
commit the keeping of their souls to
him in well doing, as unto a faithful
Creator.

CHAPTER 5

THE elders which are among
you I exhort, who am also an

elder, and a witness of the suffer-
ings of Christ, and also a partaker
of the glory that shall be revealed:

2  Feed the flock of God which is
among you, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but will-
ingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind;

3  Neither as being lords over
God’s heritage, but being ensam-
ples to the flock.

4  And when the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not
away.

5. Likewise, ye younger, submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all
of you be subject one to another,
and be clothed with humility: for
God resisteth the proud, and giveth
grace to the humble.

6  Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that

he may exalt you in due time:
7  Casting all your care upon

him; for he careth for you.
8. Be sober, be vigilant; because

your adversary the devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour:

9  Whom resist stedfast in the
faith, knowing that the same afflic-
tions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world.

10. But the God of all grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you.

11  To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

12  By Silvanus, a faithful broth-
er unto you, as I suppose, I have
written briefly, exhorting, and testi-
fying that this is the true grace of
God wherein ye stand.

13  The church that is at Baby-
lon, elected together with you,
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus
my son.

14  Greet ye one another with a
kiss of charity. Peace be with you
all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
The Apostle Peter was the author of the Books of I

and II Peter. Peter was continuing to fulfill the com-
mandment of Christ to feed His sheep. The Book of I
Peter was written to the saints in Asia Minor, and if
we were to make an in-depth study we would see
that I Peter and Ephesians parallel in teaching and in
wording. It is as though the Spirit is telling us that
Peter and Paul agree on the spiritual truths.

The major theme of I Peter is grace, and the word
“grace” is used in every chapter. Peter is striving to
testify from experience of the all-sufficiency of God’s
grace. Peter’s instructions to the believers describe
the type lives that should be lived by them. A believer
should live in hope. A person who is born-again has a
living hope within him. The unsaved person is with-
out hope. Because Christ is a living Saviour, He is our
hope and our soon-coming King. This hope is not
only a living hope, but a lasting hope. Too many
times the devil is able to deceive a believer and
dampen the fire of hope within his spirit. We lose
sight of the fact that God’s promises are eternal. He
will never leave us nor forsake us, and when we are
born-again, He seals us unto that day of redemption
when He shall come for His own. Peter also tells us in
chapter 1 that Christians should live in holiness and
harmony.

The key thought in chapter 2 is submission.
Throughout this chapter and chapter 3 Peter gives the
areas n which Christians should be in submission.
One of our earthly responsibilities is to be in submis-
sion to the ordinances and laws of our land. The ser-
vant should be in submission to his master; there
should be submission in the home; there should be
submission under suffering. Peter also tells us that
our entire lives should be in submission, or subjec-
tion, to Christ.

Chapters 4 and 5 deal with God’s grace in suffer-
ing. Peter seems to be reemphasizing the fact that
there will be sufferings for the Christians, but God’s
grace is sufficient and adequate for them throughout
any situation, and Peter wants them to know for sure
that God will sustain them.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“They that are of a froward heart are abomination to
the Lord: but such as are upright in their way are his
delight” (Proverbs 11:20).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 37

(found on page 10).

HYMN FOR THE DAY
I HEARD THE BELLS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

Henry W. Longfellow, 1807-1882
The cruel miseries caused by the Civil War greatly

distressed the beloved American poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow. With heaviness of spirit he
put his thoughts into words to create this fine carol.
Since he was the most influential American poet of
his day, Longfellow brought fresh courage and
renewed faith to many of his countrymen who read
this poem. Although he was a member of the Unitari-
an church, he maintained a strong belief in God’s
goodness and personal concern for His people.

“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” was written
in 1864 for the Sunday school of the Unitarian
Church of the Disciples in Boston, Massachusetts. It
originally had seven stanzas and was titled “Christ-
mas Bells.” References to the Civil War are prevalent
in the omitted verses. The plain, direct wording of
the present five stanzas gives this clear message: God
is still in command and in His own time will cause
the right to triumph and will bring peace and good
will once more. The beautiful chiming bells of Christ-
mas reassure us of this important truth.

The personal peace of Longfellow’s life was shaken
again 18 years after he wrote this poem. His second
wife, to whom he was very devoted, was tragically
burned in a fire. Her death was a devastating shock
to him. In his remaining years he continued to write,
however, and some of his greatest works came during
this period of his life. After his death, his bust was
placed in the Poets’ Corner of London’s Westminster
Abbey as one of the immortal American writers.

I heard the bells on Christmas day 
their old familiar carols play, 
and wild and sweet the words repeat 
of peace on earth, good will to men.

I thought how, as the day had come,
the belfries of all Christendom 
had rolled along th’ unbroken song 
of peace on earth, good will to men.

And in despair I bowed my head: 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
of peace on earth, good will to men.”

Yet pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
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“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
the wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
with peace on earth, good will to men.”

Then ringing, singing on its way, 
the world revolved from night to day—
a voice, a chime, a chant sublime 
of peace on earth, good will to men! 

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

MATTHEW GATSON
CHERIE ROBINSON

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY

1948
TOJO WAS HANGED.

1744
JOHN WESLEY PREACHED AT SNOW FIELDS.

He was chased out of the church. He went to the
graveyard and preached with his father’s tombstone as
a pulpit.

Mr. Wesley once said, “Give me ten men who hate
nothing but sin, love nothing but God, and seek noth-
ing but souls, and we will turn the world upside

down.”
Wesley was the seventeenth child of nineteen chil-

dren. His mother, Susannah, spent an hour every week
with each child teaching them character building. Cer-
tainly, in a day of apostasy and falling away, let us
pray for God to stir the hearts of Methodists and bring
them back to faithfulness to the Word of God and the
evangelism of John Wesley. Let us thank God for the
influence of this great man and pray today for God to
raise up more Wesleys in our generation.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1775
Alarmed by impact of the Dunmore Proclamation,
Washington reversed himself and authorized the
enlistment of free blacks.

1815
Henry Highland Garnet, minister, abolitionist and
diplomat, born a slave in Kent County, Maryland. He
died in 1882.

1919
Alice H. Parker received a patent for the gas heating
furnace.
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The Story of the Psalms
PSALMS 143

AUTHOR: David

THE STORY BEHIND THE PSALM:
This Psalm is one of the seven penitential

Psalms. They are sometimes also called the “spe-
cial” Psalms. Someone has suggested that these
Psalms are directed against the seven deadly sins;
for example, Psalm 6 is directed against wrath,
Psalm 32 against pride, Psalm 38 against gluttony,
Psalm 51 against impurity, Psalm 102 against cov-
etousness, Psalm 130 against envy and Psalm 143

against indifference.
Since it is a penitential Psalm, it is a Psalm

where David is asking for forgiveness. Picture the
sweet psalmist after having sinned seeking God’s
forgiveness and mercy.

THE WAY IT WAS USED BY GOD’S PEOPLE:
This was used for years for Ash Wednesday

observances, but more important than that, it was
used by the Jews when confessing sins and seek-
ing God’s forgiveness.



MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 37 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

EVIDENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION:
Divine inspiration evident in that the scriptures correct those who are trapped in
error.

D. THE ERROR OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO HEAVEN

( ) Proverbs 12:15
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

( ) Proverbs 14:12
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

( ) Proverbs 30:12
There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.

( ) Matthew 7:13
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many there be which go in thereat:

( ) Matthew 7:14
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
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