
CHAPTER 1

PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God, and Timo-

theus our brother,
2  To the saints and faithful

brethren in Christ which are at
Colosse: Grace be unto you, and
peace, from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

3. We give thanks to God and the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you,

4  Since we heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus, and of the love which
ye have to all the saints,

5  For the hope which is laid up
for you in heaven, whereof ye heard
before in the word of the truth of
the gospel;

6  Which is come unto you, as it
is in all the world; and bringeth
forth fruit, as it doth also in you,
since the day ye heard of it, and
knew the grace of God in truth:

7  As ye also learned of Epaphras
our dear fellowservant, who is for
you a faithful minister of Christ;

8  Who also declared unto us
your love in the Spirit.

9. For this cause we also, since
the day we heard it, do not cease to
pray for you, and to desire that ye
might be filled with the knowledge
of his will in all wisdom and spiri-
tual understanding;

10  That ye might walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God;

11  Strengthened with all might,
according to his glorious power,
unto all patience and longsuffering
with joyfulness;

12. Giving thanks unto the
Father, which hath made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light:

13  Who hath delivered us from
the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of
his dear Son:

14  In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the forgive-
ness of sins:

15  Who is the image of the invis-
ible God, the firstborn of every
creature:

16  For by him were all things
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created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisi-
ble, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by
him, and for him:

17  And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist.

18  And he is the head of the
body, the church: who is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things he might have the
preeminence.

19  For it pleased the Father that
in him should all fulness dwell;

20  And, having made peace
through the blood of his cross, by
him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they
be things in earth, or things in
heaven.

21  And you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies in your
mind by wicked works, yet now
hath he reconciled

22  In the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy
and unblameable and unreprove-
able in his sight:

23  If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the
gospel, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every crea-

ture which is under heaven; where-
of I Paul am made a minister;

24  Who now rejoice in my suffer-
ings for you, and fill up that which
is behind of the afflictions of Christ
in my flesh for his body’s sake,
which is the church:

25  Whereof I am made a minis-
ter, according to the dispensation of
God which is given to me for you, to
fulfil the word of God;

26  Even the mystery which hath
been hid from ages and from gener-
ations, but now is made manifest to
his saints:

27  To whom God would make
known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory:

28  Whom we preach, warning
every man, and teaching every man
in all wisdom; that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

29  Whereunto I also labour,
striving according to his working,
which worketh in me mightily.

CHAPTER 2

FOR I would that ye knew what
great conflict I have for you,

and for them at Laodicea, and for
as many as have not seen my face
in the flesh;

2  That their hearts might be
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comforted, being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgement of the mystery of
God, and of the Father, and of
Christ;

3  In whom are hid all the trea-
sures of wisdom and knowledge.

4. And this I say, lest any man
should beguile you with enticing
words.

5  For though I be absent in the
flesh, yet am I with you in the spir-
it, joying and beholding your order,
and the stedfastness of your faith
in Christ.

6  As ye have therefore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye
in him:

7  Rooted and built up in him,
and stablished in the faith, as ye
have been taught, abounding there-
in with thanksgiving.

8  Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ.

9  For in him dwelleth all the ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily.

10  And ye are complete in him,
which is the head of all principality
and power:

11  In whom also ye are circum-

cised with the circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ:

12  Buried with him in baptism,
wherein also ye are risen with him
through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from
the dead.

13. And you, being dead in your
sins and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, hath he quickened together
with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses;

14  Blotting out the handwriting
of ordinances that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it
out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

15  And having spoiled principal-
ities and powers, he made a shew
of them openly, triumphing over
them in it.

16. Let no man therefore judge
you in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of an holyday, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath days:

17  Which are a shadow of things
to come; but the body is of Christ.

18  Let no man beguile you of
your reward in a voluntary humili-
ty and worshipping of angels,
intruding into those things which
he hath not seen, vainly puffed up
by his fleshly mind,
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19  And not holding the Head,
from which all the body by joints
and bands having nourishment
ministered, and knit together,
increaseth with the increase of God.

20  Wherefore if ye be dead with
Christ from the rudiments of the
world, why, as though living in the
world, are ye subject to ordinances,

21  (Touch not; taste not; handle
not;

22  Which all are to perish with
the using;) after the command-
ments and doctrines of men?

23  Which things have indeed a
shew of wisdom in will worship,
and humility, and neglecting of the
body; not in any honour to the sat-
isfying of the flesh.

CHAPTER 3

IF ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are

above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God.

2  Set your affection on things
above, not on things on the earth.

3  For ye are dead, and your life
is hid with Christ in God.

4  When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.

5. Mortify therefore your mem-
bers which are upon the earth; for-
nication, uncleanness, inordinate

affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry:

6  For which things’ sake the
wrath of God cometh on the chil-
dren of disobedience:

7  In the which ye also walked
some time, when ye lived in them.

8. But now ye also put off all
these; anger, wrath, malice, blas-
phemy, filthy communication out of
your mouth.

9  Lie not one to another, seeing
that ye have put off the old man
with his deeds;

10  And have put on the new
man, which is renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of him that
created him:

11  Where there is neither Greek
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncir-
cumcision, Barbarian, Scythian,
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and
in all.

12. Put on therefore, as the elect
of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, longsuffering;

13  Forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

14  And above all these things
put on charity, which is the bond of
perfectness.
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15  And let the peace of God rule
in your hearts, to the which also ye
are called in one body; and be ye
thankful.

16  Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom; teach-
ing and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

17  And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God and the Father by him.

18. Wives, submit yourselves
unto your own husbands, as it is fit
in the Lord.

19  Husbands, love your wives,
and be not bitter against them.

20  Children, obey your parents
in all things: for this is well pleas-
ing unto the Lord.

21  Fathers, provoke not your
children to anger, lest they be dis-
couraged.

22  Servants, obey in all things
your masters according to the flesh;
not with eyeservice, as men-
pleasers; but in singleness of heart,
fearing God:

23  And whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men;

24  Knowing that of the Lord ye

shall receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord
Christ.

25  But he that doeth wrong
shall receive for the wrong which
he hath done: and there is no
respect of persons.

CHAPTER 4

MASTERS, give unto your ser-
vants that which is just and

equal; knowing that ye also have a
Master in heaven.

2. Continue in prayer, and watch
in the same with thanksgiving;

3  Withal praying also for us,
that God would open unto us a door
of utterance, to speak the mystery
of Christ, for which I am also in
bonds:

4  That I may make it manifest,
as I ought to speak.

5. Walk in wisdom toward them
that are without, redeeming the
time.

6  Let your speech be alway with
grace, seasoned with salt, that ye
may know how ye ought to answer
every man.

7. All my state shall Tychicus
declare unto you, who is a beloved
brother, and a faithful minister and
fellowservant in the Lord:

8  Whom I have sent unto you for
the same purpose, that he might
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know your estate, and comfort your
hearts;

9  With Onesimus, a faithful and
beloved brother, who is one of you.
They shall make known unto you
all things which are done here.

10  Aristarchus my fellowprison-
er saluteth you, and Marcus, sis-
ter’s son to Barnabas, (touching
whom ye received commandments:
if he come unto you, receive him;)

11  And Jesus, which is called
Justus, who are of the circumcision.
These only are my fellowworkers
unto the kingdom of God, which
have been a comfort unto me.

12  Epaphras, who is one of you,
a servant of Christ, saluteth you,
always labouring fervently for you
in prayers, that ye may stand per-
fect and complete in all the will of
God.

13  For I bear him record, that he
hath a great zeal for you, and them
that are in Laodicea, and them in
Hierapolis.

14  Luke, the beloved physician,
and Demas, greet you.

15  Salute the brethren which
are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and
the church which is in his house.

16  And when this epistle is read
among you, cause that it be read
also in the church of the
Laodiceans; and that ye likewise
read the epistle from Laodicea.

17  And say to Archippus, Take
heed to the ministry which thou
hast received in the Lord, that thou
fulfil it.

18  The salutation by the hand of
me Paul. Remember my bonds.
Grace be with you. Amen.
¶ Written from Rome to the Colossians by Tychi-
cus and Onesimus.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Colossians is another of the Roman epistles, writ-

ten by the Apostle Paul, approximately A.D. 62.
Colosse was located about 125 miles southeast of
Ephesus. This was a very rich area, with a large popu-
lation. There were both Jews and Gentiles living in
this city. Paul had never visited Colosse, as we see in
chapter 2:1, but during his ministry, Epaphras, whose
home was in Colosse, had been converted and had
taken the Gospel back home and founded a church
there.

This letter emphasizes the preeminence of Christ.
We note the words “all,” “fullness,” and “filled” being
used over and over again. Paul’s theme is that Christ
is all in all, and we are made full in Him. Christ is
ALL the believer needs, and worldly desires and
philosophies are done away with when He is given

first place in our lives.
False teachers of Colosse had failed to give Christ

the place of preeminence in their lives. Many times
today Christ is looked upon as a great man among
great men. But He is not this! He is the Son of God,
preeminent over all. The warnings that Paul gives us
in chapter 2:2-10 are to beware of empty philoso-
phies; in verses 11-17 to beware of religious legalism;
and in verses 18-23 he tells us to beware of man-
made disciplines.

In chapter 3 Paul again emphasizes that Christ
must be preeminent in our lives. We, as Christians,
must give Christ full reign of our personal lives. We
must also give Him full reign in the home and in our
daily work and activities.

Paul tells us in chapter 4 that we, as Christians,
should watch and pray, walk in wisdom, and have



godly speech. In verse 5 he tells us to redeem the
time. With the crisis presently facing us in the Middle
East, we know the second coming of our Lord and
Saviour must be approaching. We, as Christians,
should redeem every minute of every day to live the
type of life pleasing to Christ. We should be the wit-
nesses that Christ wants us to be, in order that those
around us may be warned of the coming judgment to
all who have failed to put their faith and trust in
Jesus Christ. The importance of living every moment
for Christ should be foremost in the minds of every
Christian.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou
also be like unto him” (Proverbs 26:4).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 37
(found on page 9).

HYMN FOR THE DAY
O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
In the same way that God’s “wondrous gift” came

to Bethlehem, silently, so Christ comes into our lives
today and casts out our sins and fears if we are will-
ing to have Him abide in our lives. Then “the dear
Christ enters in.” How beautifully the glorious mes-
sage of Christmas is told in this well-phrased hymn
by Phillips Brooks, one of America’s most outstanding
ministers of the past century.

During a trip to the Holy Land in 1865, Brooks
went to the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on
Christmas Eve and worshipped there. He was deeply
moved by this experience. Three years later, while
pastoring the Holy Trinity Church in Philadelphia,
Brooks desired to have a special carol for the children
to sing in their Sunday school Christmas program.
Recalling the peaceful scene in the little town of
Bethlehem, Brooks completed the writing of the text
in just one evening. He gave a copy of the words to
his organist, Lewis R. Redner, and requested him to
compose a melody that would be easy for the chil-
dren to sing.

On the evening just before the program was to be
given, Redner awakened suddenly from his sleep with
the present melody in his mind—and he quickly
wrote it out. “O Little Town of Bethlehem” has been a
favorite with children and adults around the world
since that time.

O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light—
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary—
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently
the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming,
but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him still
the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in—
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel! 

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY

1895
THE BIRTHDAY OF DR. JOHN R. RICE.

1927
DR. R.G. LEE PREACHED HIS FIRST SERMON
AT THE BELLEVUE BAPTIST CHURCH.

For approximately thirty years this great prince of
preachers served this great church in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. He baptized over 300 converts a year for
many years.

1816
INDIANA WAS ADMITTED TO THE UNION.

Let us pray for the brethren in Indiana. Let us
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English evangelist. George Whitefield was born in
Gloucester, England, the son of a saloon operator. He was
converted to Christ in 1733 and shortly afterwards entered
Oxford University, where he fellowshipped with the Wesley
brothers, John and Charles. His ministry began with his
preaching in jails to the prisoners and doing missionary
work in the colony of Georgia.

In 1743 he parted company with the Wesleys on doc-
trine and adopted a moderate Calvinism as correct Bible
doctrine. The thousands of converts during his ministry
were a result of his extensive preaching in Scotland, Wales,
and seven visits to America. His voice could be heard at a
range of one mile without amplification, while it is said
that his oratorical powers were such that he could make an
audience weep with his pronunciation.

On a balcony not far from his deathbed, he preached
his last message to more than 2,000 people and died with-
in an hour after extending the invitation.
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A Christian Life. . .
GEORGE WHITEFIELD

(1714-1770)

pray for faithful preachers in Indiana and the funda-
mental churches who hold forth the Word of life.

1941
GERMANY AND ITALY DECLARED WAR ON
THE UNITED STATES.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1917
Thirteen black soldiers hanged for alleged participa-

tion in Houston riot.

Jazz migration began.  Joe Oliver left New Orleans
and settled in Chicago and was joined by other stars.

Thirty-six blacks reported lynched in 1917.

Spingarn Medal presented to Harry T. Burleigh, com-
poser and singer, for excellence in th field of music.
1961
U.S. Supreme Court reversed conviction of sixteen sit-
in students who had been arrested in Baton Rouge.



MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 37 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

EVIDENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION:
Divine inspiration evident in that the scriptures correct those who are trapped in
error.

D. THE ERROR OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO HEAVEN

( ) Proverbs 12:15
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

( ) Proverbs 14:12
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

( ) Proverbs 30:12
There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.

( ) Matthew 7:13
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many there be which go in thereat:

( ) Matthew 7:14
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
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