
CHAPTER 1

HOW doth the city sit solitary,
that was full of people! how is

she become as a widow! she that
was great among the nations, and
princess among the provinces, how
is she become tributary!

2  She weepeth sore in the night,
and her tears are on her cheeks:
among all her lovers she hath none
to comfort her: all her friends have
dealt treacherously with her, they
are become her enemies.

3  Judah is gone into captivity
because of affliction, and because of
great servitude: she dwelleth
among the heathen, she findeth no
rest: all her persecutors overtook
her between the straits.

4  The ways of Zion do mourn,
because none come to the solemn
feasts: all her gates are desolate:
her priests sigh, her virgins are
afflicted, and she is in bitterness.

5  Her adversaries are the chief,
her enemies prosper; for the LORD
hath afflicted her for the multitude of
her transgressions: her children are
gone into captivity before the enemy.

6  And from the daughter of Zion
all her beauty is departed: her
princes are become like harts that
find no pasture, and they are gone
without strength before the pur-
suer.

7  Jerusalem remembered in the
days of her affliction and of her
miseries all her pleasant things
that she had in the days of old,
when her people fell into the hand
of the enemy, and none did help
her: the adversaries saw her, and
did mock at her sabbaths.

8  Jerusalem hath grievously
sinned; therefore she is removed:
all that honoured her despise her,
because they have seen her naked-
ness: yea, she sigheth, and turneth
backward.

9  Her filthiness is in her skirts;
she remembereth not her last end;
therefore she came down wonder-
fully: she had no comforter. O LORD,
behold my affliction: for the enemy
hath magnified himself.

10  The adversary hath spread
out his hand upon all her pleasant
things: for she hath seen that the
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heathen entered into her sanctuary,
whom thou didst command that
they should not enter into thy con-
gregation.

11  All her people sigh, they seek
bread; they have given their pleas-
ant things for meat to relieve the
soul: see, O LORD, and consider; for
I am become vile.

12 ¶ Is it nothing to you, all ye
that pass by? behold, and see if
there be any sorrow like unto my
sorrow, which is done unto me,
wherewith the LORD hath afflict-
ed me in the day of his fierce
anger.

13  From above hath he sent fire
into my bones, and it prevaileth
against them: he hath spread a net
for my feet, he hath turned me
back: he hath made me desolate
and faint all the day.

14  The yoke of my transgres-
sions is bound by his hand: they
are wreathed, and come up upon
my neck: he hath made my
strength to fall, the Lord hath
delivered me into their hands, from
whom I am not able to rise up.

15  The Lord hath trodden under
foot all my mighty men in the
midst of me: he hath called an
assembly against me to crush my
young men: the Lord hath trodden

the virgin, the daughter of Judah,
as in a winepress.

16  For these things I weep; mine
eye, mine eye runneth down with
water, because the comforter that
should relieve my soul is far from
me: my children are desolate,
because the enemy prevailed.

17  Zion spreadeth forth her
hands, and there is none to comfort
her: the LORD hath commanded
concerning Jacob, that his adver-
saries should be round about him:
Jerusalem is as a menstruous
woman among them.

18 ¶ The LORD is righteous; for I
have rebelled against his com-
mandment: hear, I pray you, all
people, and behold my sorrow: my
virgins and my young men are gone
into captivity.

19  I called for my lovers, but
they deceived me: my priests and
mine elders gave up the ghost in
the city, while they sought their
meat to relieve their souls.

20  Behold, O LORD; for I am in
distress: my bowels are troubled;
mine heart is turned within me; for
I have grievously rebelled: abroad
the sword bereaveth, at home there
is as death.

21  They have heard that I sigh:
there is none to comfort me: all
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mine enemies have heard of my
trouble; they are glad that thou
hast done it: thou wilt bring the
day that thou hast called, and they
shall be like unto me.

22  Let all their wickedness come
before thee; and do unto them, as
thou hast done unto me for all my
transgressions: for my sighs are
many, and my heart is faint.

CHAPTER 2

HOW hath the Lord covered the
daughter of Zion with a cloud

in his anger, and cast down from
heaven unto the earth the beauty
of Israel, and remembered not his
footstool in the day of his anger!

2  The Lord hath swallowed up
all the habitations of Jacob, and
hath not pitied: he hath thrown
down in his wrath the strong holds
of the daughter of Judah; he hath
brought them down to the ground:
he hath polluted the kingdom and
the princes thereof.

3  He hath cut off in his fierce
anger all the horn of Israel: he hath
drawn back his right hand from
before the enemy, and he burned
against Jacob like a flaming fire,
which devoureth round about.

4  He hath bent his bow like an
enemy: he stood with his right
hand as an adversary, and slew all

that were pleasant to the eye in the
tabernacle of the daughter of Zion:
he poured out his fury like fire.

5  The Lord was as an enemy: he
hath swallowed up Israel, he hath
swallowed up all her palaces: he
hath destroyed his strong holds,
and hath increased in the daughter
of Judah mourning and lamenta-
tion.

6  And he hath violently taken
away his tabernacle, as if it were of
a garden: he hath destroyed his
places of the assembly: the LORD
hath caused the solemn feasts and
sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion,
and hath despised in the indigna-
tion of his anger the king and the
priest.

7  The Lord hath cast off his
altar, he hath abhorred his sanctu-
ary, he hath given up into the hand
of the enemy the walls of her
palaces; they have made a noise in
the house of the LORD, as in the day
of a solemn feast.

8  The LORD hath purposed to
destroy the wall of the daughter of
Zion: he hath stretched out a line,
he hath not withdrawn his hand
from destroying: therefore he made
the rampart and the wall to
lament; they languished together.

9  Her gates are sunk into the
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ground; he hath destroyed and bro-
ken her bars: her king and her
princes are among the Gentiles: the
law is no more; her prophets also
find no vision from the LORD.

10. The elders of the daughter of
Zion sit upon the ground, and keep
silence: they have cast up dust
upon their heads; they have girded
themselves with sackcloth: the vir-
gins of Jerusalem hang down their
heads to the ground.

11  Mine eyes do fail with tears,
my bowels are troubled, my liver is
poured upon the earth, for the
destruction of the daughter of my
people; because the children and
the sucklings swoon in the streets
of the city.

12  They say to their mothers,
Where is corn and wine? when they
swooned as the wounded in the
streets of the city, when their soul
was poured out into their mothers’
bosom.

13  What thing shall I take to
witness for thee? what thing shall I
liken to thee, O daughter of
Jerusalem? what shall I equal to
thee, that I may comfort thee, O
virgin daughter of Zion? for thy
breach is great like the sea: who
can heal thee?

14  Thy prophets have seen vain

and foolish things for thee: and
they have not discovered thine iniq-
uity, to turn away thy captivity; but
have seen for thee false burdens
and causes of banishment.

15  All that pass by clap their
hands at thee; they hiss and wag
their head at the daughter of
Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city
that men call The perfection of
beauty, The joy of the whole earth?

16  All thine enemies have
opened their mouth against thee:
they hiss and gnash the teeth: they
say, We have swallowed her up: cer-
tainly this is the day that we
looked for; we have found, we have
seen it.

17  The LORD hath done that
which he had devised; he hath ful-
filled his word that he had com-
manded in the days of old: he hath
thrown down, and hath not pitied:
and he hath caused thine enemy to
rejoice over thee, he hath set up the
horn of thine adversaries.

18  Their heart cried unto the
Lord, O wall of the daughter of
Zion, let tears run down like a river
day and night: give thyself no rest;
let not the apple of thine eye cease.

19  Arise, cry out in the night: in
the beginning of the watches pour
out thine heart like water before
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the face of the Lord: lift up thy
hands toward him for the life of thy
young children, that faint for
hunger in the top of every street.

20  Behold, O LORD, and consider
to whom thou hast done this. Shall
the women eat their fruit, and chil-
dren of a span long? shall the priest
and the prophet be slain in the
sanctuary of the Lord?

21  The young and the old lie on

the ground in the streets: my vir-
gins and my young men are fallen
by the sword; thou hast slain them
in the day of thine anger; thou hast
killed, and not pitied.

22  Thou hast called as in a
solemn day my terrors round
about, so that in the day of the
LORD’S anger none escaped nor
remained: those that I have swad-
dled and brought up hath mine
enemy consumed.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Jeremiah wrote the Book of Lamentations. The

last chapter of the Book of Jeremiah should be read
as an introduction to this book. A fitting prefix to the
Book of Lamentations could be, “And it came to pass,
after Israel was led into captivity and Jerusalem was
laid waste, that Jeremiah sat weeping and lamented
this lamentation over Jerusalem, and said”: “How
doth the city sit solitary?” (Lamentations 1:1).

We have seen the love Jeremiah had for the city
of Jerusalem. Now he sees her desolate and in captiv-
ity. His heart is broken because the people had reject-
ed his warnings and the wrath of God had fallen on
the city. Throughout each chapter of this book the
same idea continues, in different wording. We see the
horrors of the siege, the desolate ruins, and all
because the nation would not repent of her sins and
turn to God.

There are three important lessons found in
today’s reading. The first is found in chapter 1:1-6,
where we are shown God’s judgment. These verses
compare Jerusalem to the rich princess or queen who
had suddenly been left alone, robbed of all her
wealth and beauty. Once she had been full, but now
she was empty; once she was honored, but now she
was disgraced. Her joy had been replaced by tears;
her great victories are now lost in defeat. Why did
this happen? Because of her continual turning away
from Jehovah to false gods. Sin always brings sorrow,
tragedy, and judgment.

In chapter 2 Jeremiah explains that God was no
longer their friend, but their enemy. Once He had
fought their battles, but now because of their unfaith-

fulness, He had turned against them. Jeremiah could
not keep his mind off the horrors of the siege, cries of
starving children, and women boiling their babies for
food. Jerusalem not only lost her joy, wealth, and
beauty, but she lost her testimony. All the heathen
laughed at her (verses 15 and 16).

The third lesson, shown in chapter 2:17, is that
God’s Word is truth. God did exactly what He said He
would do. For 40 years Jeremiah had warned the peo-
ple that their sins would find them out, yet the nation
would not listen. Now we see them reaping the devas-
tation that Jeremiah had so faithfully prophesied.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire
to be with them” (Proverbs 24:1).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 26
(found on page 7).

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
551 B.C.
THE TRADITIONAL DATE FOR THE BIRTH OF
CONFUCIUS.

1859
THE FIRST OIL WELL, NEAR TITUSVILLE,
PENNSYLVANIA, WAS OPENED.

This first oil well was opened by Mr. Edwin
Drake. Thank God today for oil, gasoline, and the
products derived from them.



1910
THE FIRST RADIO MESSAGE WAS SENT
FROM AN AIRPLANE.

1908
BIRTHDAY OF LYNDON JOHNSON.

Certainly, we should spend some time today pray-
ing for our President and for God’s blessings to rest
upon his life.

THANK GOD FOR YOUR HEALTH.
Let each of us pause today and spend a few

moments thanking God for health. There are so many
shut-ins and so many who are unable to enjoy the
health that we enjoy. Let us thank God today for our
own health and for the health of our families. If you
have healthy children, look at them and praise God.
If you, yourself, were able to get out of bed this
morning and go to work or do your regular house-
hold chores, bow your head and say, “Blessed be the
Lord.” Thank God for health.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1918
DR. JOSEPH L. JOHNSON NAMED MINISTER
TO LIBERIA.

1963
W.E.B. DU BOIS (95), SCHOLAR, PROTEST
LEADER AND A FOUNDER OF THE NAACP,
DIED in Accra, Ghana.

1966
RACE RIOT, WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS.

1975
DEATH OF HAILE SELASSIE (83), deposed
emperor of Ethiopia, in Addis Ababa.
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Treasure Path to Soul-Winning
MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 26 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

QUALIFICATION FOR ANSWERED PRAYER

Delight
( ) Psalm 37:4
Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

Abide
( ) John 15:7
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

Receive
( ) 1 John 3:22
And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in his sight.

Succeed
( ) 1 John 5:14-15
And this is the confidence that we have in hin, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he
heareth us:

And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of him.


