
CHAPTER 49

CONCERNING the Ammonites,
thus saith the LORD; Hath

Israel no sons? hath he no heir?
why then doth their king inherit
Gad, and his people dwell in his
cities?

2  Therefore, behold, the days
come, saith the LORD, that I will
cause an alarm of war to be heard
in Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it
shall be a desolate heap, and her
daughters shall be burned with
fire: then shall Israel be heir unto
them that were his heirs, saith the
LORD.

3  Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is
spoiled: cry, ye daughters of Rab-
bah, gird you with sackcloth;
lament, and run to and fro by the
hedges; for their king shall go into
captivity, and his priests and his
princes together.

4  Wherefore gloriest thou in the
valleys, thy flowing valley, O back-
sliding daughter? that trusted in
her treasures, saying, Who shall
come unto me?

5  Behold, I will bring a fear

upon thee, saith the Lord GOD of
hosts, from all those that be about
thee; and ye shall be driven out
every man right forth; and none
shall gather up him that wan-
dereth.

6  And afterward I will bring
again the captivity of the children
of Ammon, saith the LORD.

7 ¶ Concerning Edom, thus saith
the LORD of hosts; Is wisdom no
more in Teman? is counsel perished
from the prudent? is their wisdom
vanished?

8  Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep,
O inhabitants of Dedan; for I will
bring the calamity of Esau upon
him, the time that I will visit him.

9  If grapegatherers come to
thee, would they not leave some
gleaning grapes? if thieves by
night, they will destroy till they
have enough.

10  But I have made Esau bare, I
have uncovered his secret places,
and he shall not be able to hide
himself: his seed is spoiled, and his
brethren, and his neighbours, and
he is not.
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11  Leave thy fatherless chil-
dren, I will preserve them alive;
and let thy widows trust in me.

12  For thus saith the LORD;
Behold, they whose judgment was
not to drink of the cup have
assuredly drunken; and art thou he
that shall altogether go unpun-
ished? thou shalt not go unpun-
ished, but thou shalt surely drink
of it.

13  For I have sworn by myself,
saith the LORD, that Bozrah shall
become a desolation, a reproach, a
waste, and a curse; and all the
cities thereof shall be perpetual
wastes.

14  I have heard a rumour from
the LORD, and an ambassador is
sent unto the heathen, saying,
Gather ye together, and come
against her, and rise up to the bat-
tle.

15  For, lo, I will make thee small
among the heathen, and despised
among men.

16  Thy terribleness hath
deceived thee, and the pride of
thine heart, O thou that dwellest in
the clefts of the rock, that holdest
the height of the hill: though thou
shouldest make thy nest as high as
the eagle, I will bring thee down
from thence, saith the LORD.

17  Also Edom shall be a desola-
tion: every one that goeth by it
shall be astonished, and shall hiss
at all the plagues thereof.

18  As in the overthrow of Sodom
and Gomorrah and the neighbour
cities thereof, saith the LORD, no
man shall abide there, neither shall
a son of man dwell in it.

19  Behold, he shall come up like
a lion from the swelling of Jordan
against the habitation of the
strong: but I will suddenly make
him run away from her: and who is
a chosen man, that I may appoint
over her? for who is like me? and
who will appoint me the time? and
who is that shepherd that will
stand before me?

20  Therefore hear the counsel of
the LORD, that he hath taken
against Edom; and his purposes,
that he hath purposed against the
inhabitants of Teman: Surely the
least of the flock shall draw them
out: surely he shall make their
habitations desolate with them.

21  The earth is moved at the
noise of their fall, at the cry the
noise thereof was heard in the Red
sea.

22  Behold, he shall come up and
fly as the eagle, and spread his
wings over Bozrah: and at that day
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shall the heart of the mighty men
of Edom be as the heart of a
woman in her pangs.

23 ¶ Concerning Damascus.
Hamath is confounded, and Arpad:
for they have heard evil tidings:
they are fainthearted; there is sor-
row on the sea; it cannot be quiet.

24  Damascus is waxed feeble,
and turneth herself to flee, and
fear hath seized on her: anguish
and sorrows have taken her, as a
woman in travail.

25  How is the city of praise not
left, the city of my joy!

26  Therefore her young men
shall fall in her streets, and all the
men of war shall be cut off in that
day, saith the LORD of hosts.

27  And I will kindle a fire in the
wall of Damascus, and it shall con-
sume the palaces of Benhadad.

28 ¶ Concerning Kedar, and con-
cerning the kingdoms of Hazor,
which Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon shall smite, thus saith the
LORD; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and
spoil the men of the east.

29  Their tents and their flocks
shall they take away: they shall
take to themselves their curtains,
and all their vessels, and their
camels; and they shall cry unto
them, Fear is on every side.

30 ¶ Flee, get you far off, dwell
deep, O ye inhabitants of Hazor,
saith the LORD; for Nebuchadrezzar
king of Babylon hath taken counsel
against you, and hath conceived a
purpose against you.

31  Arise, get you up unto the
wealthy nation, that dwelleth with-
out care, saith the LORD, which
have neither gates nor bars, which
dwell alone.

32  And their camels shall be a
booty, and the multitude of their
cattle a spoil: and I will scatter into
all winds them that are in the
utmost corners; and I will bring
their calamity from all sides there-
of, saith the LORD.

33  And Hazor shall be a
dwelling for dragons, and a desola-
tion for ever: there shall no man
abide there, nor any son of man
dwell in it.

34 ¶ The word of the LORD that
came to Jeremiah the prophet
against Elam in the beginning of
the reign of Zedekiah king of
Judah, saying,

35  Thus saith the LORD of hosts;
Behold, I will break the bow of
Elam, the chief of their might.

36  And upon Elam will I bring
the four winds from the four quar-
ters of heaven, and will scatter
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them toward all those winds; and
there shall be no nation whither
the outcasts of Elam shall not
come.

37  For I will cause Elam to be
dismayed before their enemies, and
before them that seek their life:
and I will bring evil upon them,
even my fierce anger, saith the
LORD; and I will send the sword
after them, till I have consumed
them:

38  And I will set my throne in
Elam, and will destroy from thence
the king and the princes, saith the
LORD.

39 ¶ But it shall come to pass in
the latter days, that I will bring
again the captivity of Elam, saith
the LORD.

CHAPTER 50

THE word that the LORD spake
against Babylon and against

the land of the Chaldeans by Jere-
miah the prophet.

2  Declare ye among the nations,
and publish, and set up a standard;
publish, and conceal not: say, Baby-
lon is taken, Bel is confounded,
Merodach is broken in pieces; her
idols are confounded, her images
are broken in pieces.

3  For out of the north there
cometh up a nation against her,

which shall make her land deso-
late, and none shall dwell therein:
they shall remove, they shall
depart, both man and beast.

4 ¶ In those days, and in that
time, saith the LORD, the children
of Israel shall come, they and the
children of Judah together, going
and weeping: they shall go, and
seek the LORD their God.

5  They shall ask the way to Zion
with their faces thitherward, say-
ing, Come, and let us join ourselves
to the LORD in a perpetual covenant
that shall not be forgotten.

6  My people hath been lost
sheep: their shepherds have caused
them to go astray, they have turned
them away on the mountains: they
have gone from mountain to hill,
they have forgotten their resting-
place.

7  All that found them have
devoured them: and their adver-
saries said, We offend not, because
they have sinned against the LORD,
the habitation of justice, even the
LORD, the hope of their fathers.

8  Remove out of the midst of
Babylon, and go forth out of the
land of the Chaldeans, and be as
the he goats before the flocks.

9 ¶ For, lo, I will raise and cause
to come up against Babylon an
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assembly of great nations from the
north country: and they shall set
themselves in array against her;
from thence she shall be taken:
their arrows shall be as of a mighty
expert man; none shall return in
vain.

10  And Chaldea shall be a spoil:
all that spoil her shall be satisfied,
saith the LORD.

11  Because ye were glad,
because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers
of mine heritage, because ye are
grown fat as the heifer at grass,
and bellow as bulls;

12  Your mother shall be sore
confounded; she that bare you shall
be ashamed: behold, the hinder-
most of the nations shall be a
wilderness, a dry land, and a
desert.

13  Because of the wrath of the
LORD it shall not be inhabited, but
it shall be wholly desolate: every
one that goeth by Babylon shall be
astonished, and hiss at all her
plagues.

14  Put yourselves in array
against Babylon round about: all ye
that bend the bow, shoot at her,
spare no arrows: for she hath
sinned against the LORD.

15  Shout against her round
about: she hath given her hand: her

foundations are fallen, her walls
are thrown down: for it is the
vengeance of the LORD: take
vengeance upon her; as she hath
done, do unto her.

16  Cut off the sower from Baby-
lon, and him that handleth the
sickle in the time of harvest: for
fear of the oppressing sword they
shall turn every one to his people,
and they shall flee every one to his
own land.

17 ¶ Israel is a scattered sheep;
the lions have driven him away:
first the king of Assyria hath
devoured him; and last this Neb-
uchadrezzar king of Babylon hath
broken his bones.

18  Therefore thus saith the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel;
Behold, I will punish the king of
Babylon and his land, as I have
punished the king of Assyria.

19  And I will bring Israel again
to his habitation, and he shall feed
on Carmel and Bashan, and his
soul shall be satisfied upon mount
Ephraim and Gilead.

20  In those days, and in that
time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of
Israel shall be sought for, and there
shall be none; and the sins of
Judah, and they shall not be found:
for I will pardon them whom I

EVENING STAR DAILY BIBLE
PAGE 5 AUGUST 25



reserve.
21 ¶ Go up against the land of

Merathaim, even against it, and
against the inhabitants of Pekod:
waste and utterly destroy after
them, saith the LORD, and do
according to all that I have com-
manded thee.

22  A sound of battle is in the
land, and of great destruction.

23  How is the hammer of the
whole earth cut asunder and bro-
ken! how is Babylon become a deso-
lation among the nations!

24  I have laid a snare for thee,
and thou art also taken, O Babylon,
and thou wast not aware: thou art
found, and also caught, because
thou hast striven against the LORD.

25  The LORD hath opened his
armoury, and hath brought forth
the weapons of his indignation: for
this is the work of the Lord GOD of
hosts in the land of the Chaldeans.

26  Come against her from the
utmost border, open her storehous-
es: cast her up as heaps, and
destroy her utterly: let nothing of
her be left.

27  Slay all her bullocks; let
them go down to the slaughter: woe
unto them! for their day is come,
the time of their visitation.

28  The voice of them that flee

and escape out of the land of Baby-
lon, to declare in Zion the
vengeance of the LORD our God, the
vengeance of his temple.

29  Call together the archers
against Babylon: all ye that bend
the bow, camp against it round
about; let none thereof escape: rec-
ompense her according to her work;
according to all that she hath done,
do unto her: for she hath been
proud against the LORD, against
the Holy One of Israel.

30  Therefore shall her young
men fall in the streets, and all her
men of war shall be cut off in that
day, saith the LORD.

31  Behold, I am against thee, O
thou most proud, saith the Lord
GOD of hosts: for thy day is come,
the time that I will visit thee.

32  And the most proud shall
stumble and fall, and none shall
raise him up: and I will kindle a
fire in his cities, and it shall devour
all round about him.

33 ¶ Thus saith the LORD of
hosts; The children of Israel and
the children of Judah were
oppressed together: and all that
took them captives held them fast;
they refused to let them go.

34  Their Redeemer is strong;
the LORD of hosts is his name: he
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shall throughly plead their cause,
that he may give rest to the land,
and disquiet the inhabitants of
Babylon.

35 ¶ A sword is upon the
Chaldeans, saith the LORD, and
upon the inhabitants of Babylon,
and upon her princes, and upon her
wise men.

36  A sword is upon the liars;
and they shall dote: a sword is
upon her mighty men; and they
shall be dismayed.

37  A sword is upon their horses,
and upon their chariots, and upon
all the mingled people that are in the
midst of her; and they shall become
as women: a sword is upon her trea-
sures; and they shall be robbed.

38  A drought is upon her
waters; and they shall be dried up:
for it is the land of graven images,
and they are mad upon their idols.

39  Therefore the wild beasts of
the desert with the wild beasts of
the islands shall dwell there, and
the owls shall dwell therein: and it
shall be no more inhabited for ever;
neither shall it be dwelt in from
generation to generation.

40  As God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah and the neighbour cities
thereof, saith the LORD; so shall no
man abide there, neither shall any

son of man dwell therein.
41  Behold, a people shall come

from the north, and a great nation,
and many kings shall be raised up
from the coasts of the earth.

42  They shall hold the bow and
the lance: they are cruel, and will
not shew mercy: their voice shall
roar like the sea, and they shall ride
upon horses, every one put in array,
like a man to the battle, against
thee, O daughter of Babylon.

43  The king of Babylon hath
heard the report of them, and his
hands waxed feeble: anguish took
hold of him, and pangs as of a
woman in travail.

44  Behold, he shall come up like
a lion from the swelling of Jordan
unto the habitation of the strong:
but I will make them suddenly run
away from her: and who is a chosen
man, that I may appoint over her?
for who is like me? and who will
appoint me the time? and who is
that shepherd that will stand
before me?

45  Therefore hear ye the counsel
of the LORD, that he hath taken
against Babylon; and his purposes,
that he hath purposed against the
land of the Chaldeans: Surely the
least of the flock shall draw them
out: surely he shall make their
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habitation desolate with them.
46  At the noise of the taking of

Babylon the earth is moved, and
the cry is heard among the nations.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Chapter 49 records the prophecy against various

nations. God predicted that Nebuchadnezzar would
conquer Ammon, Edom, Syria, Hazor, and Elam.
Later readings will disclose that he did conquer each
of them as predicted.

Chapter 50 records the fall to Persia, the return of
the exiles, the fall of Babylon, Israel’s restoration,
divine judgment upon Babylon, Israel’s deliverance
repeated, and Babylon’s downfall repeated.

God promised total judgment against Israel’s ene-
mies. He also promised limited chastisement against
Israel. Because God is just, He cannot allow us to “get
by” with our sins. “Whom the Lord loveth, he chas-
teneth.” But, thank God, His grace is greater than our
sin. He deals with us gently. He may humble us, but
He will never humiliate us. As a man who fails too
many times, I am eternally grateful for a God of for-
giveness, a God who always grants “the second
chance” to those who sincerely seek His face.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the
maker of them all” (Proverbs 22:2).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 24
(found on page 10).

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1781
THE FRENCH JOINED WASHINGTON.

1912
THE BIRTHDAY OF DR. BILL RICE.

Few men in the world today were as colorful and
as refreshing as Dr. Bill Rice. Of course, he was the
brother of the famous John R. Rice, but he was more
than that. He was Dr. Bill Rice, evangelist, soul win-
ner, and “Christian Deluxe!” Dr. Rice had many evan-
gelistic campaigns across America. He traveled
around the world, but one of the most unique things
about his blessed ministry was the Cumberwood
Christian Retreat, located on the beautiful property of
the Bill Rice Ranch near Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

Having seen their own daughter lose her hearing
at an early age, Dr. Bill Rice and Mrs. Rice (God bless

her) felt a burden to start a work for the deaf. This
they did. The began one of the largest works with the
deaf in the world today. Dr. and Mrs. Bill Rice were
used of God to win many thousands of deaf people to
the Lord Jesus Christ. Every Christian should see the
Bill Rice Ranch and should attend the Cumberwood
Christian Retreat. Bible conferences of all kinds are
conducted. There are youth weeks, deaf weeks, work
weeks, sign language weeks, conference weeks,
preachers’ weeks, etc. Let us thank God today for the
ministry of Dr. Bill Rice, for Mrs. Cathy Rice, and for
the work there.

Dr. Bill Rice’s favorite Scripture was Colossians
1:18, “And He is the head of the body, the church: who
is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; that in
all things He might have the preeminence.”

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1862
SECRETARY OF WAR AUTHORIZED GEN.
RUFUS SAXTON TO ARM UP TO FIVE THOU-
SAND SLAVES.

1886
SOME SIX HUNDRED DELEGATES ORGA-
NIZED THE AMERICAN NATIONAL BAPTIST
CONVENTION at a St. Louis meeting Rev. William J.
Simmons was elected president.  Seventy-four blacks
reported lynched in 1886. 

KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE FOUNDED.

1908
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COLORED
NURSES, FOUNDED

1925
BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS
ORGANIZED at a mass meeting in Elks Hall in
Harlem.  A Philip Randolph was elected president.

1927
ALTHEA GIBSON, TENNIS CHAMPION, BORN
in South Carolina

1965
JAMES M. NABRIT JR. NAMED AMBASSADOR
AND ASSIGNED TO THE U.N. DELEGATION.



Ford Porter was born in Ottawa County, Michi-
gan, on February 5, 1893. The influence of the
family altar and the godly lives of his parents con-
tributed to Ford’s decision to receive Christ to be
his Saviour at the age of 11. A year later, he spoke
to a group of junior boys and girls, at which time
his pastor remarked that Ford could then quote
more verses of Scripture than any other person in
town.

As a young man, Ford served as a Sunday
School teacher, and later assisted Dr. Ernest
Reveal at the Evansville, Indiana, rescue mission.
On July 6, 1919, he answered God’s call to
preach, after which he studied at the Moody Bible
Institute in Chicago under Dr. Kenneth Weist and
Dr. James M. Gray. In the years that followed,
Ford Porter served several churches in Indiana,
and was used of the Lord in various ministries.

In 1947 he launched the Berean Gospel Min-
istry, now Lifegate, Incorporated, which has
become known worldwide through the printing
and distribution of Gospel tracts. The Berean min-
istry included Bible conferences, evangelistic
campaigns, radio broadcasts, children’s Bible cru-
sades, Camp Berean, Vacation Bible Institute,
Gospel films, and the Indiana Baptist College.

The most far-reaching ministry of Ford Porter
was the Gospel tract, God’s Simple Plan of Salva-
tion, which he wrote in 1933. This tract has been
printed in more than 90 languages and Braille.
The worldwide distribution of over 310,000,000
copies has resulted in the salvation of thousands
of people.

Ford Porter went to be with the Lord on
November 20, 1976, at the age of 83 years.
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Treasure Path to Soul-Winning
MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 24 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "I CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE"

A closed book to every one before conversion.
( ) Romans 3:11
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

It is spiritually discerned.
( ) 1 Corinthians 2:14
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

It may be foolish to the unsaved.
( ) 1 Corinthians 1:18
For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God.

Carnal mind at enmity with God.
( ) Romans 8:7
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be.

God’s writings are strange to the lost.
( ) Hosea 8:12
I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.


