
CHAPTER 38

THEN Shephatiah the son of
Mattan, and Gedaliah the son

of Pashur, and Jucal the son of
Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of
Malchiah, heard the words that
Jeremiah had spoken unto all the
people, saying,

2  Thus saith the LORD, He that
remaineth in this city shall die by
the sword, by the famine, and by
the pestilence: but he that goeth
forth to the Chaldeans shall live;
for he shall have his life for a prey,
and shall live.

3  Thus saith the LORD, This city
shall surely be given into the hand
of the king of Babylon’s army,
which shall take it.

4  Therefore the princes said
unto the king, We beseech thee, let
this man be put to death: for thus
he weakeneth the hands of the men
of war that remain in this city, and
the hands of all the people, in
speaking such words unto them: for
this man seeketh not the welfare of
this people, but the hurt.

5  Then Zedekiah the king said,

Behold, he is in your hand: for the
king is not he that can do any thing
against you.

6  Then took they Jeremiah, and
cast him into the dungeon of
Malchiah the son of Hammelech,
that was in the court of the prison:
and they let down Jeremiah with
cords. And in the dungeon there
was no water, but mire: so Jeremi-
ah sunk in the mire.

7 ¶ Now when Ebedmelech the
Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs
which was in the king’s house,
heard that they had put Jeremiah
in the dungeon; the king then sit-
ting in the gate of Benjamin;

8  Ebedmelech went forth out of
the king’s house, and spake to the
king, saying,

9  My lord the king, these men
have done evil in all that they have
done to Jeremiah the prophet,
whom they have cast into the dun-
geon; and he is like to die for
hunger in the place where he is: for
there is no more bread in the city.

10  Then the king commanded
Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying,
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Take from hence thirty men with
thee, and take up Jeremiah the
prophet out of the dungeon, before
he die.

11  So Ebedmelech took the men
with him, and went into the house
of the king under the treasury, and
took thence old cast clouts and old
rotten rags, and let them down by
cords into the dungeon to Jeremi-
ah.

12  And Ebedmelech the Ethiopi-
an said unto Jeremiah, Put now
these old cast clouts and rotten rags
under thine armholes under the
cords. And Jeremiah did so.

13  So they drew up Jeremiah
with cords, and took him up out of
the dungeon: and Jeremiah
remained in the court of the prison.

14 ¶ Then Zedekiah the king
sent, and took Jeremiah the
prophet unto him into the third
entry that is in the house of the
LORD: and the king said unto Jere-
miah, I will ask thee a thing; hide
nothing from me.

15  Then Jeremiah said unto
Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee,
wilt thou not surely put me to
death? and if I give thee counsel,
wilt thou not hearken unto me?

16  So Zedekiah the king sware
secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As

the LORD liveth, that made us this
soul, I will not put thee to death,
neither will I give thee into the
hand of these men that seek thy
life.

17  Then said Jeremiah unto
Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the
God of hosts, the God of Israel; If
thou wilt assuredly go forth unto
the king of Babylon’s princes, then
thy soul shall live, and this city
shall not be burned with fire; and
thou shalt live, and thine house:

18  But if thou wilt not go forth
to the king of Babylon’s princes,
then shall this city be given into
the hand of the Chaldeans, and
they shall burn it with fire, and
thou shalt not escape out of their
hand.

19  And Zedekiah the king said
unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the
Jews that are fallen to the
Chaldeans, lest they deliver me
into their hand, and they mock me.

20  But Jeremiah said, They
shall not deliver thee. Obey, I
beseech thee, the voice of the LORD,
which I speak unto thee: so it shall
be well unto thee, and thy soul
shall live.

21  But if thou refuse to go forth,
this is the word that the LORD hath
shewed me:
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22  And, behold, all the women
that are left in the king of Judah’s
house shall be brought forth to the
king of Babylon’s princes, and those
women shall say, Thy friends have
set thee on, and have prevailed
against thee: thy feet are sunk in
the mire, and they are turned away
back.

23  So they shall bring out all thy
wives and thy children to the
Chaldeans: and thou shalt not
escape out of their hand, but shalt
be taken by the hand of the king of
Babylon: and thou shalt cause this
city to be burned with fire.

24 ¶ Then said Zedekiah unto
Jeremiah, Let no man know of
these words, and thou shalt not die.

25  But if the princes hear that I
have talked with thee, and they come
unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare
unto us now what thou hast said
unto the king, hide it not from us,
and we will not put thee to death;
also what the king said unto thee:

26  Then thou shalt say unto
them, I presented my supplication
before the king, that he would not
cause me to return to Jonathan’s
house, to die there.

27  Then came all the princes
unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and
he told them according to all these

words that the king had command-
ed. So they left off speaking with
him; for the matter was not per-
ceived.

28  So Jeremiah abode in the
court of the prison until the day
that Jerusalem was taken: and he
was there when Jerusalem was
taken.

CHAPTER 39

IN the ninth year of Zedekiah
king of Judah, in the tenth

month, came Nebuchadrezzar king
of Babylon and all his army against
Jerusalem, and they besieged it.

2  And in the eleventh year of
Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the
ninth day of the month, the city
was broken up.

3  And all the princes of the king
of Babylon came in, and sat in the
middle gate, even Nergalsharezer,
Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris,
Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, with all
the residue of the princes of the
king of Babylon.

4 ¶ And it came to pass, that
when Zedekiah the king of Judah
saw them, and all the men of war,
then they fled, and went forth out
of the city by night, by the way of
the king’s garden, by the gate
betwixt the two walls: and he went
out the way of the plain.
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5  But the Chaldeans’ army pur-
sued after them, and overtook
Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho:
and when they had taken him, they
brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon to Riblah in the
land of Hamath, where he gave
judgment upon him.

6  Then the king of Babylon slew
the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah
before his eyes: also the king of
Babylon slew all the nobles of
Judah.

7  Moreover he put out Zedeki-
ah’s eyes, and bound him with
chains, to carry him to Babylon.

8 ¶ And the Chaldeans burned
the king’s house, and the houses of
the people, with fire, and brake
down the walls of Jerusalem.

9  Then Nebuzaradan the cap-
tain of the guard carried away cap-
tive into Babylon the remnant of
the people that remained in the
city, and those that fell away, that
fell to him, with the rest of the peo-
ple that remained.

10  But Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard left of the poor of the
people, which had nothing, in the
land of Judah, and gave them vine-
yards and fields at the same time.

11 ¶ Now Nebuchadrezzar king
of Babylon gave charge concerning

Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the cap-
tain of the guard, saying,

12  Take him, and look well to him,
and do him no harm; but do unto him
even as he shall say unto thee.

13  So Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard sent, and Nebushas-
ban, Rabsaris, and Nergalsharezer,
Rabmag, and all the king of Baby-
lon’s princes;

14  Even they sent, and took
Jeremiah out of the court of the
prison, and committed him unto
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the
son of Shaphan, that he should
carry him home: so he dwelt among
the people.

15 ¶ Now the word of the LORD
came unto Jeremiah, while he was
shut up in the court of the prison,
saying,

16  Go and speak to Ebedmelech
the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel;
Behold, I will bring my words upon
this city for evil, and not for good;
and they shall be accomplished in
that day before thee.

17  But I will deliver thee in that
day, saith the LORD: and thou shalt
not be given into the hand of the
men of whom thou art afraid.

18  For I will surely deliver thee,
and thou shalt not fall by the
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sword, but thy life shall be for a
prey unto thee: because thou hast
put thy trust in me, saith the LORD.

CHAPTER 40

THE word that came to Jeremi-
ah from the LORD, after that

Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard had let him go from Ramah,
when he had taken him being
bound in chains among all that
were carried away captive of
Jerusalem and Judah, which were
carried away captive unto Babylon.

2  And the captain of the guard
took Jeremiah, and said unto him,
The LORD thy God hath pronounced
this evil upon this place.

3  Now the LORD hath brought it,
and done according as he hath said:
because ye have sinned against the
LORD, and have not obeyed his
voice, therefore this thing is come
upon you.

4  And now, behold, I loose thee
this day from the chains which
were upon thine hand. If it seem
good unto thee to come with me
into Babylon, come; and I will look
well unto thee: but if it seem ill
unto thee to come with me into
Babylon, forbear: behold, all the
land is before thee: whither it
seemeth good and convenient for
thee to go, thither go.

5  Now while he was not yet gone
back, he said, Go back also to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the
son of Shaphan, whom the king of
Babylon hath made governor over
the cities of Judah, and dwell with
him among the people: or go where-
soever it seemeth convenient unto
thee to go. So the captain of the
guard gave him victuals and a
reward, and let him go.

6  Then went Jeremiah unto
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Miz-
pah; and dwelt with him among the
people that were left in the land.

7 ¶ Now when all the captains of
the forces which were in the fields,
even they and their men, heard
that the king of Babylon had made
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam gover-
nor in the land, and had committed
unto him men, and women, and
children, and of the poor of the
land, of them that were not carried
away captive to Babylon;

8  Then they came to Gedaliah to
Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, and Johanan and
Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and
Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and
the sons of Ephai the Netophathite,
and Jezaniah the son of a
Maachathite, they and their men.

9  And Gedaliah the son of
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Ahikam the son of Shaphan sware
unto them and to their men, say-
ing, Fear not to serve the
Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and
serve the king of Babylon, and it
shall be well with you.

10  As for me, behold, I will dwell
at Mizpah to serve the Chaldeans,
which will come unto us: but ye,
gather ye wine, and summer fruits,
and oil, and put them in your ves-
sels, and dwell in your cities that
ye have taken.

11  Likewise when all the Jews
that were in Moab, and among the
Ammonites, and in Edom, and that
were in all the countries, heard that
the king of Babylon had left a rem-
nant of Judah, and that he had set
over them Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam the son of Shaphan;

12  Even all the Jews returned
out of all places whither they were
driven, and came to the land of
Judah, to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah,
and gathered wine and summer
fruits very much.

13 ¶ Moreover Johanan the son
of Kareah, and all the captains of
the forces that were in the fields,
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah,

14  And said unto him, Dost thou
certainly know that Baalis the king
of the Ammonites hath sent Ish-

mael the son of Nethaniah to slay
thee? But Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam believed them not.

15  Then Johanan the son of
Kareah spake to Gedaliah in Miz-
pah secretly, saying, Let me go, I
pray thee, and I will slay Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah, and no man
shall know it: wherefore should he
slay thee, that all the Jews which
are gathered unto thee should be
scattered, and the remnant in
Judah perish?

16  But Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam said unto Johanan the son
of Kareah, Thou shalt not do this
thing: for thou speakest falsely of
Ishmael.

CHAPTER 41

NOW it came to pass in the sev-
enth month, that Ishmael the

son of Nethaniah the son of
Elishama, of the seed royal, and
the princes of the king, even ten
men with him, came unto Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and
there they did eat bread together in
Mizpah.

2  Then arose Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, and the ten men that
were with him, and smote Gedali-
ah the son of Ahikam the son of
Shaphan with the sword, and slew
him, whom the king of Babylon
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had made governor over the land.
3  Ishmael also slew all the Jews

that were with him, even with
Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the
Chaldeans that were found there,
and the men of war.

4  And it came to pass the second
day after he had slain Gedaliah,
and no man knew it,

5  That there came certain from
Shechem, from Shiloh, and from
Samaria, even fourscore men, hav-
ing their beards shaven, and their
clothes rent, and having cut them-
selves, with offerings and incense
in their hand, to bring them to the
house of the LORD.

6  And Ishmael the son of Netha-
niah went forth from Mizpah to
meet them, weeping all along as he
went: and it came to pass, as he
met them, he said unto them, Come
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam.

7  And it was so, when they came
into the midst of the city, that Ish-
mael the son of Nethaniah slew
them, and cast them into the midst
of the pit, he, and the men that
were with him.

8  But ten men were found
among them that said unto Ish-
mael, Slay us not: for we have trea-
sures in the field, of wheat, and of
barley, and of oil, and of honey. So

he forbare, and slew them not
among their brethren.

9  Now the pit wherein Ishmael
had cast all the dead bodies of the
men, whom he had slain because of
Gedaliah, was it which Asa the
king had made for fear of Baasha
king of Israel: and Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah filled it with them
that were slain.

10  Then Ishmael carried away
captive all the residue of the people
that were in Mizpah, even the
king’s daughters, and all the people
that remained in Mizpah, whom
Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard had committed to Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam: and Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah carried them
away captive, and departed to go
over to the Ammonites.

11 ¶ But when Johanan the son
of Kareah, and all the captains of
the forces that were with him,
heard of all the evil that Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah had done,

12  Then they took all the men,
and went to fight with Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, and found him
by the great waters that are in
Gibeon.

13  Now it came to pass, that
when all the people which were
with Ishmael saw Johanan the son
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of Kareah, and all the captains of
the forces that were with him, then
they were glad.

14  So all the people that Ish-
mael had carried away captive
from Mizpah cast about and
returned, and went unto Johanan
the son of Kareah.

15  But Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah escaped from Johanan
with eight men, and went to the
Ammonites.

16  Then took Johanan the son of
Kareah, and all the captains of the
forces that were with him, all the
remnant of the people whom he
had recovered from Ishmael the

son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah,
after that he had slain Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, even mighty
men of war, and the women, and
the children, and the eunuchs,
whom he had brought again from
Gibeon:

17  And they departed, and dwelt
in the habitation of Chimham,
which is by Bethlehem, to go to
enter into Egypt,

18  Because of the Chaldeans: for
they were afraid of them, because
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had
slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
whom the king of Babylon made
governor in the land.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
In chapters 37 and 38 we read that Jeremiah was

imprisoned on suspicion of being a traitor. Then,
chapter 39 records the city of Jerusalem being
burned, and the fate of Zedekiah. The Word of God,
through Jeremiah, was vindicated. The city was
destroyed, just as Jeremiah predicted, and Zedekiah’s
sons were killed. Zedekiah’s eyes were put out, and
he was carried in chains to Babylon. Verses 11-18
record the kind of treatment Jeremiah received. He
was given a choice to go to Babylon, or stay in Pales-
tine. He chose the latter and we again see that the
faithful are rewarded when judgment falls. Jeremiah,
who had been faithful to God and His Word, and
faithful to deliver the Word to the backslidden nation,
was not rewarded for his faithfulness; whereas, the
remainder of Jerusalem was taken into captivity.

Chapters 40 and 41 record the murder of Gedali-
ah, the son of Jeremiah’s friend, Ahikam. Nebuchad-
nezzar had appointed him governor over Judah, but
within three months he was assassinated. It is inter-
esting to note that Gedaliah had his headquarters at
Mizpeh, which is seven miles north of Jerusalem. In
1935, a seal bearing the inscription, “Belonging to
Gedaliah, the one who is over the house,” was found

in the layer of ashes left by Nebuchadnezzar’s fire at
Lachish.

In chapter 40:9-16 we read that the wise regime
of Gedaliah was prospering, but Ishmael, a member
of the royal family, was sent by Baalis of Ammon to
assassinate Gedaliah. Ishmael, with a company of ten
men, slew Gedaliah.

In chapter 41 a sorrowing band, on the way to
Jerusalem, was also murdered. Ishmael fled to
Ammon. The remnant, who were perplexed by the
killing of Gedaliah, and fearing reprisal by Nebuchad-
nezzar, sought Jeremiah to pray for them. The answer
came from the Lord in ten days, telling them they
should remain in the land. However, they refused
God’s Word and decided to go to Egypt.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that
speaketh lies shall perish” (Proverbs 19:9).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 21
(found on page 11).



BIRTHDAYS TODAY

A.W. HENDERSON
JACKLYN BUSH

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1792
CHARLES G. FINNEY WAS BORN.

We have spoken about Finney several times
already, but certainly a ministry such as his demands
oft recognition. Finney would walk down the street
and people would fall under conviction. His presence
would change a town’s atmosphere almost immedi-
ately.

1918
THE BIRTHDAY OF DURWOOD WILLIAMS.

Durwood Williams is a pastor in the South. The
last word I heard was that he was pastoring in
Atlanta, Georgia.

So again today we turn to think about our pas-
tors. Pray for yours today. Express your love and
appreciation to him. Remember, your pastor is the
only person in your church who has no pastor. Pray
for him and for godly pastors everywhere.

1956
GENERAL EISENHOWER WAS NOMINATED
FOR THE PRESIDENCY.

Thank God for the memory of this great leader.
Then pray for the President, and for the office of the
presidency. Pray that God will lead in the selection of
presidents in the future. Whisper a prayer of thanks-
giving for General Eisenhower and his life and work.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1791
HAITIAN ROVOLUTION BEGAN WITH REVOLT
OF SLAVES IN NORTHERN PROVINCE.  Mathe-
matician Benjamin Banneker served on commission
which surveyed the District of Columbia.  Benjamin
Banneker issued his first annual almanac.

1867
FISK UNIVERSITY ESTABLISHED.

1978
DEATH OF JOMO KENYATTA (83), president of
Kenya.

1979
TWO HUNDRED BLACK LEADERS, MEETING
IN NEW YORK, EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR
ANDREW YOUNG and demanded that blacks be
given a voice in shaping American foreign policy.
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Polycarp was born in Smyrna
and later became bishop
there. He was a disciple of the
Apostle John and also a friend
of Ignatius. He was a very
dedicated student of the
Pauline Epistles and the
Gospel of John. He had very
little to say about sacraments
or ritual. He maintained that
each church was independent
of any outside human author-
ity. He never referred to the
ministers as priests, and he
never taught that water bap-
tism had anything to do with
salvation.

As a very old man, he was
arrested, tried and con-
demned. When asked to
renounce his faith in Christ,
he replied, “Eighty-six years have I served Him, and He hath done
me no wrong. How can I speak evil of my King who saved me?”
Polycarp was burned alive, and when the flames refused to consume
him, he was killed with the sword and then burned.
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A Christian Life. . .
POLYCARP
(69-155)
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Treasure Path to Soul-Winning
MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 21 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "THERE IS JUST TOO MUCH TO GIVE UP"

No rest.
( ) Isaiah 57:20
But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.

No peace.
( ) Isaiah 57:21
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

No happiness.
( ) Revelation 3:17
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.

(Contrast) peace.
( ) John 14:27
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid...

Plenty.
( ) Psalms 34:10
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.


