
CHAPTER 34

THE word which came unto
Jeremiah from the LORD, when

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and all his army, and all the king-
doms of the earth of his dominion,
and all the people, fought against
Jerusalem, and against all the
cities thereof, saying,

2  Thus saith the LORD, the God
of Israel; Go and speak to Zedekiah
king of Judah, and tell him, Thus
saith the LORD; Behold, I will give
this city into the hand of the king
of Babylon, and he shall burn it
with fire:

3  And thou shalt not escape out
of his hand, but shalt surely be
taken, and delivered into his hand;
and thine eyes shall behold the
eyes of the king of Babylon, and he
shall speak with thee mouth to
mouth, and thou shalt go to Baby-
lon.

4  Yet hear the word of the LORD,
O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus
saith the LORD of thee, Thou shalt
not die by the sword:

5  But thou shalt die in peace:

and with the burnings of thy
fathers, the former kings which
were before thee, so shall they burn
odours for thee; and they will
lament thee, saying, Ah lord! for I
have pronounced the word, saith
the LORD.

6  Then Jeremiah the prophet
spake all these words unto Zedeki-
ah king of Judah in Jerusalem,

7  When the king of Babylon’s
army fought against Jerusalem,
and against all the cities of Judah
that were left, against Lachish, and
against Azekah: for these defenced
cities remained of the cities of
Judah.

8 ¶ This is the word that came
unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after
that the king Zedekiah had made a
covenant with all the people which
were at Jerusalem, to proclaim lib-
erty unto them;

9  That every man should let his
manservant, and every man his
maidservant, being an Hebrew or
an Hebrewess, go free; that none
should serve himself of them, to
wit, of a Jew his brother.
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10  Now when all the princes,
and all the people, which had
entered into the covenant, heard
that every one should let his
manservant, and every one his
maidservant, go free, that none
should serve themselves of them
any more, then they obeyed, and let
them go.

11  But afterward they turned,
and caused the servants and the
handmaids, whom they had let go
free, to return, and brought them
into subjection for servants and for
handmaids.

12 ¶ Therefore the word of the
LORD came to Jeremiah from the
LORD, saying,

13  Thus saith the LORD, the God
of Israel; I made a covenant with
your fathers in the day that I
brought them forth out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bond-
men, saying,

14  At the end of seven years let
ye go every man his brother an
Hebrew, which hath been sold unto
thee; and when he hath served thee
six years, thou shalt let him go free
from thee: but your fathers hear-
kened not unto me, neither inclined
their ear.

15  And ye were now turned, and
had done right in my sight, in pro-

claiming liberty every man to his
neighbour; and ye had made a
covenant before me in the house
which is called by my name:

16  But ye turned and polluted
my name, and caused every man
his servant, and every man his
handmaid, whom ye had set at lib-
erty at their pleasure, to return,
and brought them into subjection,
to be unto you for servants and for
handmaids.

17  Therefore thus saith the
LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto
me, in proclaiming liberty, every
one to his brother, and every man
to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim
a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to
the sword, to the pestilence, and to
the famine; and I will make you to
be removed into all the kingdoms of
the earth.

18  And I will give the men that
have transgressed my covenant,
which have not performed the
words of the covenant which they
had made before me, when they cut
the calf in twain, and passed
between the parts thereof,

19  The princes of Judah, and the
princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs,
and the priests, and all the people
of the land, which passed between
the parts of the calf;
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20  I will even give them into the
hand of their enemies, and into the
hand of them that seek their life:
and their dead bodies shall be for
meat unto the fowls of the heaven,
and to the beasts of the earth.

21  And Zedekiah king of Judah
and his princes will I give into the
hand of their enemies, and into the
hand of them that seek their life,
and into the hand of the king of
Babylon’s army, which are gone up
from you.

22  Behold, I will command,
saith the LORD, and cause them to
return to this city; and they shall
fight against it, and take it, and
burn it with fire: and I will make
the cities of Judah a desolation
without an inhabitant.

CHAPTER 35

THE word which came unto
Jeremiah from the LORD in the

days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah
king of Judah, saying,

2  Go unto the house of the Rech-
abites, and speak unto them, and
bring them into the house of the
LORD, into one of the chambers, and
give them wine to drink.

3  Then I took Jaazaniah the son of
Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and
his brethren, and all his sons, and the
whole house of the Rechabites;

4  And I brought them into the
house of the LORD, into the cham-
ber of the sons of Hanan, the son of
Igdaliah, a man of God, which was
by the chamber of the princes,
which was above the chamber of
Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the
keeper of the door:

5  And I set before the sons of the
house of the Rechabites pots full of
wine, and cups, and I said unto
them, Drink ye wine.

6  But they said, We will drink
no wine: for Jonadab the son of
Rechab our father commanded
us, saying, Ye shall drink no
wine, neither ye, nor your sons for
ever:

7  Neither shall ye build house,
nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard,
nor have any: but all your days ye
shall dwell in tents; that ye may
live many days in the land where
ye be strangers.

8  Thus have we obeyed the voice
of Jonadab the son of Rechab our
father in all that he hath charged
us, to drink no wine all our days,
we, our wives, our sons, nor our
daughters;

9  Nor to build houses for us to
dwell in: neither have we vineyard,
nor field, nor seed:

10  But we have dwelt in tents,
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and have obeyed, and done accord-
ing to all that Jonadab our father
commanded us.

11  But it came to pass, when
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon
came up into the land, that we
said, Come, and let us go to
Jerusalem for fear of the army of
the Chaldeans, and for fear of the
army of the Syrians: so we dwell at
Jerusalem.

12 ¶ Then came the word of the
LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,

13  Thus saith the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel; Go and tell the
men of Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive
instruction to hearken to my
words? saith the LORD.

14  The words of Jonadab the son
of Rechab, that he commanded his
sons not to drink wine, are per-
formed; for unto this day they
drink none, but obey their father’s
commandment: notwithstanding I
have spoken unto you, rising early
and speaking; but ye hearkened
not unto me.

15  I have sent also unto you all
my servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them, saying,
Return ye now every man from his
evil way, and amend your doings,
and go not after other gods to serve

them, and ye shall dwell in the
land which I have given to you and
to your fathers: but ye have not
inclined your ear, nor hearkened
unto me.

16  Because the sons of Jonadab
the son of Rechab have performed
the commandment of their father,
which he commanded them; but
this people hath not hearkened
unto me:

17  Therefore thus saith the
LORD God of hosts, the God of
Israel; Behold, I will bring upon
Judah and upon all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem all the evil that I have
pronounced against them: because
I have spoken unto them, but they
have not heard; and I have called
unto them, but they have not
answered.

18 ¶ And Jeremiah said unto the
house of the Rechabites, Thus saith
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel;
Because ye have obeyed the com-
mandment of Jonadab your father,
and kept all his precepts, and done
according unto all that he hath
commanded you:

19  Therefore thus saith the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel;
Jonadab the son of Rechab shall
not want a man to stand before me
for ever.
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CHAPTER 36

AND it came to pass in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim the

son of Josiah king of Judah, that
this word came unto Jeremiah from
the LORD, saying,

2  Take thee a roll of a book, and
write therein all the words that I
have spoken unto thee against
Israel, and against Judah, and
against all the nations, from the
day I spake unto thee, from the
days of Josiah, even unto this day.

3  It may be that the house of
Judah will hear all the evil which I
purpose to do unto them; that they
may return every man from his evil
way; that I may forgive their iniq-
uity and their sin.

4  Then Jeremiah called Baruch
the son of Neriah: and Baruch
wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah
all the words of the LORD, which he
had spoken unto him, upon a roll of
a book.

5  And Jeremiah commanded
Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I
cannot go into the house of the
LORD:

6  Therefore go thou, and read in
the roll, which thou hast written
from my mouth, the words of the
LORD in the ears of the people in
the LORD’S house upon the fasting

day: and also thou shalt read them
in the ears of all Judah that come
out of their cities.

7  It may be they will present
their supplication before the LORD,
and will return every one from his
evil way: for great is the anger and
the fury that the LORD hath pro-
nounced against this people.

8  And Baruch the son of Neriah
did according to all that Jeremiah
the prophet commanded him, read-
ing in the book the words of the
LORD in the LORD’S house.

9. And it came to pass in the fifth
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah
king of Judah, in the ninth month,
that they proclaimed a fast before
the LORD to all the people in
Jerusalem, and to all the people
that came from the cities of Judah
unto Jerusalem.

10  Then read Baruch in the
book the words of Jeremiah in the
house of the LORD, in the chamber
of Gemariah the son of Shaphan
the scribe, in the higher court, at
the entry of the new gate of the
LORD’S house, in the ears of all the
people.

11 ¶ When Michaiah the son of
Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had
heard out of the book all the words
of the LORD,
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12  Then he went down into the
king’s house, into the scribe’s cham-
ber: and, lo, all the princes sat
there, even Elishama the scribe,
and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah,
and Elnathan the son of Achbor,
and Gemariah the son of Shaphan,
and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah,
and all the princes.

13  Then Michaiah declared unto
them all the words that he had
heard, when Baruch read the book
in the ears of the people.

14  Therefore all the princes sent
Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the
son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi,
unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine
hand the roll wherein thou hast
read in the ears of the people, and
come. So Baruch the son of Neriah
took the roll in his hand, and came
unto them.

15  And they said unto him, Sit
down now, and read it in our ears.
So Baruch read it in their ears.

16  Now it came to pass, when
they had heard all the words, they
were afraid both one and other, and
said unto Baruch, We will surely
tell the king of all these words.

17  And they asked Baruch, say-
ing, Tell us now, How didst thou
write all these words at his mouth?

18  Then Baruch answered them,

He pronounced all these words
unto me with his mouth, and I
wrote them with ink in the book.

19  Then said the princes unto
Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and
Jeremiah; and let no man know
where ye be.

20 ¶ And they went in to the
king into the court, but they laid up
the roll in the chamber of Elishama
the scribe, and told all the words in
the ears of the king.

21  So the king sent Jehudi to
fetch the roll: and he took it out of
Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And
Jehudi read it in the ears of the
king, and in the ears of all the
princes which stood beside the
king.

22  Now the king sat in the win-
terhouse in the ninth month: and
there was a fire on the hearth burn-
ing before him.

23  And it came to pass, that
when Jehudi had read three or four
leaves, he cut it with the penknife,
and cast it into the fire that was on
the hearth, until all the roll was
consumed in the fire that was on
the hearth.

24  Yet they were not afraid, nor
rent their garments, neither the
king, nor any of his servants that
heard all these words.
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25  Nevertheless Elnathan and
Delaiah and Gemariah had made
intercession to the king that he
would not burn the roll: but he
would not hear them.

26  But the king commanded Jer-
ahmeel the son of Hammelech, and
Seraiah the son of Azriel, and
Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to
take Baruch the scribe and Jeremi-
ah the prophet: but the LORD hid
them.

27 ¶ Then the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah, after that the
king had burned the roll, and the
words which Baruch wrote at the
mouth of Jeremiah, saying,

28  Take thee again another roll,
and write in it all the former words
that were in the first roll, which
Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath
burned.

29  And thou shalt say to
Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus
saith the LORD; Thou hast burned
this roll, saying, Why hast thou
written therein, saying, The king of
Babylon shall certainly come and
destroy this land, and shall cause
to cease from thence man and
beast?

30  Therefore thus saith the
LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah;
He shall have none to sit upon the

throne of David: and his dead body
shall be cast out in the day to the
heat, and in the night to the frost.

31  And I will punish him and
his seed and his servants for their
iniquity; and I will bring upon
them, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and upon the men of
Judah, all the evil that I have pro-
nounced against them; but they
hearkened not.

32 ¶ Then took Jeremiah anoth-
er roll, and gave it to Baruch the
scribe, the son of Neriah; who
wrote therein from the mouth of
Jeremiah all the words of the book
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had
burned in the fire: and there were
added besides unto them many like
words.

CHAPTER 37

AND king Zedekiah the son of
Josiah reigned instead of Coni-

ah the son of Jehoiakim, whom
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon
made king in the land of Judah.

2  But neither he, nor his ser-
vants, nor the people of the land,
did hearken unto the words of the
LORD, which he spake by the
prophet Jeremiah.

3  And Zedekiah the king sent
Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the
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priest to the prophet Jeremiah,
saying, Pray now unto the LORD
our God for us.

4  Now Jeremiah came in and
went out among the people: for
they had not put him into prison.

5  Then Pharaoh’s army was
come forth out of Egypt: and when
the Chaldeans that besieged
Jerusalem heard tidings of them,
they departed from Jerusalem.

6 ¶ Then came the word of the
LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah,
saying,

7  Thus saith the LORD, the God
of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the
king of Judah, that sent you unto
me to enquire of me; Behold,
Pharaoh’s army, which is come
forth to help you, shall return to
Egypt into their own land.

8  And the Chaldeans shall come
again, and fight against this city,
and take it, and burn it with fire.

9  Thus saith the LORD; Deceive
not yourselves, saying, The
Chaldeans shall surely depart from
us: for they shall not depart.

10  For though ye had smitten the
whole army of the Chaldeans that
fight against you, and there remained
but wounded men among them, yet
should they rise up every man in his
tent, and burn this city with fire.

11 ¶ And it came to pass, that
when the army of the Chaldeans
was broken up from Jerusalem for
fear of Pharaoh’s army,

12  Then Jeremiah went forth
out of Jerusalem to go into the land
of Benjamin, to separate himself
thence in the midst of the people.

13  And when he was in the gate
of Benjamin, a captain of the ward
was there, whose name was Irijah,
the son of Shelemiah, the son of
Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah
the prophet, saying, Thou fallest
away to the Chaldeans.

14  Then said Jeremiah, It is
false; I fall not away to the
Chaldeans. But he hearkened not
to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah,
and brought him to the princes.

15  Wherefore the princes were
wroth with Jeremiah, and smote
him, and put him in prison in the
house of Jonathan the scribe: for
they had made that the prison.

16 ¶ When Jeremiah was
entered into the dungeon, and into
the cabins, and Jeremiah had
remained there many days;

17  Then Zedekiah the king sent,
and took him out: and the king
asked him secretly in his house,
and said, Is there any word from
the LORD? And Jeremiah said,
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There is: for, said he, thou shalt be
delivered into the hand of the king
of Babylon.

18  Moreover Jeremiah said unto
king Zedekiah, What have I offend-
ed against thee, or against thy ser-
vants, or against this people, that
ye have put me in prison?

19  Where are now your prophets
which prophesied unto you, saying,
The king of Babylon shall not come
against you, nor against this land?

20  Therefore hear now, I pray

thee, O my lord the king: let my
supplication, I pray thee, be accept-
ed before thee; that thou cause me
not to return to the house of
Jonathan the scribe, lest I die
there.

21  Then Zedekiah the king com-
manded that they should commit
Jeremiah into the court of the
prison, and that they should give
him daily a piece of bread out of the
bakers’ street, until all the bread in
the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah
remained in the court of the prison.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
In chapter 34 God instructs Jeremiah to speak to

King Zedekiah. During the siege of Jerusalem,
Zedekiah proclaimed freedom to all slaves, evidently
to gain God’s favor, but he failed to enforce this
decree.

Chapter 35 records the loyalty of the Rechabites.
The Rechabites were founded by Jonadab, son of
Rechab, during Jehu’s reign. They assisted in the
eradication of Baalism from Israel. They avoided city
life, with its corrupting influences, and lived simply
in tents as shepherds. They refused to drink wine,
and were obedient to their ancestor, Rechab, while
the Jews were utterly disobedient to the Lord’s com-
mands. This vivid illustration furnished a contrast
and an occasion for pronouncing doom upon the
Jews and blessing upon the Rechabites.

The theme of chapter 36 is “the Word of God”—
where it came from, what it does, and how men
respond to it. Jeremiah had been preaching for over
20 years when these events took place. Egypt had just
been defeated by Babylon. The prophet knew that
Babylon would one day take Judah captive, but he
still longed to see his people repent. Up to now Jere-
miah’s ministry had been oral. He had preached in
the Temple court and tried to awaken the backslidden
nation. Now God wants Jeremiah’s message written
down, so that it might be a permanent part of His
Word. In verses 17 and 18 we see that God spoke to
Jeremiah; Jeremiah spoke the words to his secretary,

Baruch, and Baruch wrote them down. It took about
a year to complete the writings, but after they were
completed, the reading of them made a profound
impression on some of the princes. The king then
defiantly burned the writings, but Jeremiah wrote
them all over again.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly:
and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a broth-
er” (Proverbs 18:24).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 20
(found on page 11).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY

TERRY CHANDLER
OLLIE LEE
PEARL PENERMAN

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
THE BIRTHDAY OF PRINCESS MARGARET.

1860
THE FIRST MEETING IN
SPURGEON’S TABERNACLE.

As you enter Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, you are



impressed upon seeing a large bust of Spurgeon in
the vestibule. This was the very location that Spur-
geon had preached his great sermons. Learning that
the Monday school averaged around a hundred and
just a handful of people gathered for the preaching
each Monday, I praised God that the work of a
preacher is not a building or not even a church, but
that our work is building lives. Here is a motto by
which preachers would do well to live through the
years: “I will not use my people to build my work, but
I will use my work to build my people.”

Truly, the work of a preacher or a church is not in
its building program or in its physical plant; rather it
is in the lives of people influenced by the ministry of
the church. Spurgeon’s tabernacle may be dying, but
Spurgeon will live forever through his writings, his
converts, and their converts, and their converts; Spur-
geon will not die.

Yes, the old passes away. The great churches of
yesterday oftentimes live only in memories. There
must be new Spurgeon’s Tabernacles, new Moody
Memorial churches, new A.B. Simpson Tabernacles.
Though you may not write a finished chapter to all of
these places, nevertheless, there must be new Spur-
geons and new Metropolitan Tabernacles and new
Billy Mondays and new Moodys. God help us to have
them.

1858
THE DATE OF THE FAMOUS
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE.

1959
HAWAII BECAME THE 50TH STATE.

Pray for God’s people in Hawaii. Pray for the mis-
sionaries there. Pray for the hand and the power of
God to rest upon them.

LET US NOT BE OFFENDED TODAY.
I have been meditating recently on Psalm

119:165, “Great peace have they which love thy law:
and nothing shall offend them.” I am sure that most of
us are too easily offended. We should be careful
today and every day not to wear our feelings on our
sleeves and not to be sensitive and susceptible to hurt
feelings. May God help us to love His law and in
nothing be offended.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1831
NAT TURNER REBELLION, Southampton County,
Virginia.  Some sixty whites were killed.  Nat Turner
was not captured until October 30.  (8/21-23).

1904
WILLIAM COUNT BASIE, JAZZ PIANIST, BIG
BAND AND ORCHESTRA LEADER, BORN in Red
Bank NJ, 1904

1927
FOURTH PAN-AFRICAN CONGRESS MET in
New York City. (8/21-24)

1972
REPUBLICAN CONVENTION OPENED IN
MIAMI BEACH, Florida, with fifty-six delegates, 4.2
per cent of the total.
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Treasure Path to Soul-Winning
MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 20 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "I MAY LOSE MY JOB AND POSITION"

( ) Mark 8:36
For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

( ) Matthew 6:33
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you.

( ) Philippians 4:19
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

( ) Psalms 37:25
I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread.

( ) Psalms 84:11
For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he with-
hold from them that walk uprightly.


