
CHAPTER 26

IN the beginning of the reign of
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king

of Judah came this word from the
LORD, saying,

2  Thus saith the LORD; Stand in
the court of the LORD’S house, and
speak unto all the cities of Judah,
which come to worship in the
LORD’S house, all the words that I
command thee to speak unto them;
diminish not a word:

3  If so be they will hearken,
and turn every man from his evil
way, that I may repent me of the
evil, which I purpose to do unto
them because of the evil of their
doings.

4  And thou shalt say unto them,
Thus saith the LORD; If ye will not
hearken to me, to walk in my law,
which I have set before you,

5  To hearken to the words of my
servants the prophets, whom I sent
unto you, both rising up early, and
sending them, but ye have not
hearkened;

6  Then will I make this house
like Shiloh, and will make this city

a curse to all the nations of the
earth.

7. So the priests and the
prophets and all the people heard
Jeremiah speaking these words in
the house of the LORD.

8 ¶ Now it came to pass, when
Jeremiah had made an end of
speaking all that the LORD had
commanded him to speak unto all
the people, that the priests and the
prophets and all the people took
him, saying, Thou shalt surely die.

9  Why hast thou prophesied in
the name of the LORD, saying, This
house shall be like Shiloh, and this
city shall be desolate without an
inhabitant? And all the people were
gathered against Jeremiah in the
house of the LORD.

10 ¶ When the princes of Judah
heard these things, then they came
up from the king’s house unto the
house of the LORD, and sat down in
the entry of the new gate of the
LORD’S house.

11  Then spake the priests and
the prophets unto the princes and
to all the people, saying, This man
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is worthy to die; for he hath proph-
esied against this city, as ye have
heard with your ears.

12 ¶ Then spake Jeremiah unto
all the princes and to all the people,
saying, The LORD sent me to proph-
esy against this house and against
this city all the words that ye have
heard.

13  Therefore now amend your
ways and your doings, and obey the
voice of the LORD your God; and the
LORD will repent him of the evil
that he hath pronounced against
you.

14  As for me, behold, I am in
your hand: do with me as seemeth
good and meet unto you.

15  But know ye for certain, that
if ye put me to death, ye shall sure-
ly bring innocent blood upon your-
selves, and upon this city, and upon
the inhabitants thereof: for of a
truth the LORD hath sent me unto
you to speak all these words in
your ears.

16 ¶ Then said the princes and
all the people unto the priests and
to the prophets; This man is not
worthy to die: for he hath spoken to
us in the name of the LORD our
God.

17  Then rose up certain of the
elders of the land, and spake to all

the assembly of the people, saying,
18  Micah the Morasthite proph-

esied in the days of Hezekiah king
of Judah, and spake to all the peo-
ple of Judah, saying, Thus saith the
LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed
like a field, and Jerusalem shall
become heaps, and the mountain of
the house as the high places of a
forest.

19  Did Hezekiah king of Judah
and all Judah put him at all to
death? did he not fear the LORD,
and besought the LORD, and the
LORD repented him of the evil
which he had pronounced against
them? Thus might we procure
great evil against our souls.

20  And there was also a man
that prophesied in the name of the
LORD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah
of Kirjathjearim, who prophesied
against this city and against this
land according to all the words of
Jeremiah:

21  And when Jehoiakim the
king, with all his mighty men, and
all the princes, heard his words, the
king sought to put him to death:
but when Urijah heard it, he was
afraid, and fled, and went into
Egypt;

22  And Jehoiakim the king sent
men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan
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the son of Achbor, and certain men
with him into Egypt.

23  And they fetched forth Urijah
out of Egypt, and brought him unto
Jehoiakim the king; who slew him
with the sword, and cast his dead
body into the graves of the common
people.

24  Nevertheless the hand of
Ahikam the son of Shaphan was
with Jeremiah, that they should
not give him into the hand of the
people to put him to death.

CHAPTER 27

IN the beginning of the reign of
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king

of Judah came this word unto Jere-
miah from the LORD, saying,

2  Thus saith the LORD to me;
Make thee bonds and yokes, and
put them upon thy neck,

3  And send them to the king of
Edom, and to the king of Moab, and
to the king of the Ammonites, and
to the king of Tyrus, and to the
king of Zidon, by the hand of the
messengers which come to
Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of
Judah;

4  And command them to say
unto their masters, Thus saith the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel;
Thus shall ye say unto your mas-
ters;

5  I have made the earth, the
man and the beast that are upon
the ground, by my great power and
by my outstretched arm, and have
given it unto whom it seemed meet
unto me.

6  And now have I given all these
lands into the hand of Nebuchad-
nezzar the king of Babylon, my ser-
vant; and the beasts of the field
have I given him also to serve him.

7  And all nations shall serve
him, and his son, and his son’s son,
until the very time of his land
come: and then many nations and
great kings shall serve themselves
of him.

8  And it shall come to pass, that
the nation and kingdom which will
not serve the same Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon, and that
will not put their neck under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, that
nation will I punish, saith the
LORD, with the sword, and with the
famine, and with the pestilence,
until I have consumed them by his
hand.

9  Therefore hearken not ye to
your prophets, nor to your diviners,
nor to your dreamers, nor to your
enchanters, nor to your sorcerers,
which speak unto you, saying, Ye
shall not serve the king of Babylon:
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10  For they prophesy a lie unto
you, to remove you far from your
land; and that I should drive you
out, and ye should perish.

11  But the nations that bring
their neck under the yoke of the
king of Babylon, and serve him,
those will I let remain still in their
own land, saith the LORD; and they
shall till it, and dwell therein.

12 ¶ I spake also to Zedekiah
king of Judah according to all these
words, saying, Bring your necks
under the yoke of the king of Baby-
lon, and serve him and his people,
and live.

13  Why will ye die, thou and thy
people, by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilence, as
the LORD hath spoken against the
nation that will not serve the king
of Babylon?

14  Therefore hearken not unto
the words of the prophets that
speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not
serve the king of Babylon: for they
prophesy a lie unto you.

15  For I have not sent them,
saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a
lie in my name; that I might drive
you out, and that ye might perish,
ye, and the prophets that prophesy
unto you.

16  Also I spake to the priests

and to all this people, saying, Thus
saith the LORD; Hearken not to the
words of your prophets that proph-
esy unto you, saying, Behold, the
vessels of the LORD’S house shall
now shortly be brought again from
Babylon: for they prophesy a lie
unto you.

17  Hearken not unto them;
serve the king of Babylon, and live:
wherefore should this city be laid
waste?

18  But if they be prophets, and if
the word of the LORD be with them,
let them now make intercession to
the LORD of hosts, that the vessels
which are left in the house of the
LORD, and in the house of the king
of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not
to Babylon.

19 ¶ For thus saith the LORD of
hosts concerning the pillars, and
concerning the sea, and concerning
the bases, and concerning the
residue of the vessels that remain
in this city,

20  Which Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon took not, when he car-
ried away captive Jeconiah the son
of Jehoiakim king of Judah from
Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the
nobles of Judah and Jerusalem;

21  Yea, thus saith the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel, concerning
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the vessels that remain in the
house of the LORD, and in the house
of the king of Judah and of
Jerusalem;

22  They shall be carried to
Babylon, and there shall they be
until the day that I visit them,
saith the LORD; then will I bring
them up, and restore them to this
place.

CHAPTER 28

AND it came to pass the same
year, in the beginning of the

reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in
the fourth year, and in the fifth
month, that Hananiah the son of
Azur the prophet, which was of
Gibeon, spake unto me in the house
of the LORD, in the presence of the
priests and of all the people, say-
ing,

2  Thus speaketh the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I
have broken the yoke of the king of
Babylon.

3  Within two full years will I
bring again into this place all the
vessels of the LORD’S house, that
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
took away from this place, and car-
ried them to Babylon:

4  And I will bring again to this
place Jeconiah the son of
Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all

the captives of Judah, that went
into Babylon, saith the LORD: for I
will break the yoke of the king of
Babylon.

5 ¶ Then the prophet Jeremiah
said unto the prophet Hananiah in
the presence of the priests, and in
the presence of all the people that
stood in the house of the LORD,

6  Even the prophet Jeremiah
said, Amen: the LORD do so: the
LORD perform thy words which
thou hast prophesied, to bring
again the vessels of the LORD’S
house, and all that is carried away
captive, from Babylon into this
place.

7  Nevertheless hear thou now
this word that I speak in thine ears,
and in the ears of all the people;

8  The prophets that have been
before me and before thee of old
prophesied both against many
countries, and against great king-
doms, of war, and of evil, and of
pestilence.

9  The prophet which prophesi-
eth of peace, when the word of the
prophet shall come to pass, then
shall the prophet be known, that
the LORD hath truly sent him.

10 ¶ Then Hananiah the prophet
took the yoke from off the prophet
Jeremiah’s neck, and brake it.
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11  And Hananiah spake in the
presence of all the people, saying,
Thus saith the LORD; Even so will I
break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon from the neck of all
nations within the space of two full
years. And the prophet Jeremiah
went his way.

12 ¶ Then the word of the LORD
came unto Jeremiah the prophet,
after that Hananiah the prophet
had broken the yoke from off the
neck of the prophet Jeremiah, say-
ing,

13  Go and tell Hananiah, say-
ing, Thus saith the LORD; Thou
hast broken the yokes of wood; but
thou shalt make for them yokes of
iron.

14  For thus saith the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel; I have put
a yoke of iron upon the neck of all
these nations, that they may serve
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon;
and they shall serve him: and I
have given him the beasts of the
field also.

15 ¶ Then said the prophet Jere-
miah unto Hananiah the prophet,
Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD
hath not sent thee; but thou mak-
est this people to trust in a lie.

16  Therefore thus saith the
LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from

off the face of the earth: this year
thou shalt die, because thou hast
taught rebellion against the LORD.

17  So Hananiah the prophet
died the same year in the seventh
month.

CHAPTER 29

NOW these are the words of the
letter that Jeremiah the

prophet sent from Jerusalem unto
the residue of the elders which
were carried away captives, and to
the priests, and to the prophets,
and to all the people whom Neb-
uchadnezzar had carried away cap-
tive from Jerusalem to Babylon;

2  (After that Jeconiah the king,
and the queen, and the eunuchs,
the princes of Judah and
Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and
the smiths, were departed from
Jerusalem;)

3  By the hand of Elasah the son
of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son
of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of
Judah sent unto Babylon to Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon) say-
ing,

4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel, unto all that are
carried away captives, whom I have
caused to be carried away from
Jerusalem unto Babylon;

5  Build ye houses, and dwell in
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them; and plant gardens, and eat
the fruit of them;

6  Take ye wives, and beget sons
and daughters; and take wives for
your sons, and give your daughters
to husbands, that they may bear
sons and daughters; that ye may be
increased there, and not dimin-
ished.

7  And seek the peace of the city
whither I have caused you to be
carried away captives, and pray
unto the LORD for it: for in the
peace thereof shall ye have peace.

8 ¶ For thus saith the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel; Let not
your prophets and your diviners,
that be in the midst of you, deceive
you, neither hearken to your
dreams which ye cause to be
dreamed.

9  For they prophesy falsely unto
you in my name: I have not sent
them, saith the LORD.

10 ¶ For thus saith the LORD,
That after seventy years be accom-
plished at Babylon I will visit you,
and perform my good word toward
you, in causing you to return to this
place.

11  For I know the thoughts that
I think toward you, saith the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end.

12  Then shall ye call upon me,
and ye shall go and pray unto me,
and I will hearken unto you.

13  And ye shall seek me, and
find me, when ye shall search for
me with all your heart.

14  And I will be found of you,
saith the LORD: and I will turn
away your captivity, and I will
gather you from all the nations,
and from all the places whither I
have driven you, saith the LORD;
and I will bring you again into the
place whence I caused you to be
carried away captive.

15 ¶ Because ye have said, The
LORD hath raised us up prophets in
Babylon;

16  Know that thus saith the
LORD of the king that sitteth upon
the throne of David, and of all the
people that dwelleth in this city,
and of your brethren that are not
gone forth with you into captivity;

17  Thus saith the LORD of hosts;
Behold, I will send upon them the
sword, the famine, and the pesti-
lence, and will make them like vile
figs, that cannot be eaten, they are
so evil.

18  And I will persecute them
with the sword, with the famine,
and with the pestilence, and will
deliver them to be removed to all
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the kingdoms of the earth, to be a
curse, and an astonishment, and an
hissing, and a reproach, among all
the nations whither I have driven
them:

19  Because they have not hear-
kened to my words, saith the LORD,
which I sent unto them by my ser-
vants the prophets, rising up early
and sending them; but ye would not
hear, saith the LORD.

20 ¶ Hear ye therefore the word
of the LORD, all ye of the captivity,
whom I have sent from Jerusalem
to Babylon:

21  Thus saith the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel, of Ahab the son
of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son
of Maaseiah, which prophesy a lie
unto you in my name; Behold, I will
deliver them into the hand of Neb-
uchadrezzar king of Babylon; and
he shall slay them before your eyes;

22  And of them shall be taken
up a curse by all the captivity of
Judah which are in Babylon, say-
ing, The LORD make thee like
Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the
king of Babylon roasted in the fire;

23  Because they have committed
villany in Israel, and have commit-
ted adultery with their neighbours’
wives, and have spoken lying words
in my name, which I have not com-

manded them; even I know, and am
a witness, saith the LORD.

24 ¶ Thus shalt thou also speak
to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, say-
ing,

25  Thus speaketh the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel, saying,
Because thou hast sent letters in
thy name unto all the people that
are at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah
the son of Maaseiah the priest, and
to all the priests, saying,

26  The LORD hath made thee
priest in the stead of Jehoiada the
priest, that ye should be officers in
the house of the LORD, for every
man that is mad, and maketh him-
self a prophet, that thou shouldest
put him in prison, and in the
stocks.

27  Now therefore why hast thou
not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth,
which maketh himself a prophet to
you?

28  For therefore he sent unto us
in Babylon, saying, This captivity is
long: build ye houses, and dwell in
them; and plant gardens, and eat
the fruit of them.

29  And Zephaniah the priest
read this letter in the ears of Jere-
miah the prophet.

30 ¶ Then came the word of the
LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,
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31  Send to all them of the cap-
tivity, saying, Thus saith the LORD
concerning Shemaiah the Nehe-
lamite; Because that Shemaiah
hath prophesied unto you, and I
sent him not, and he caused you to
trust in a lie:

32  Therefore thus saith the

LORD; Behold, I will punish Shema-
iah the Nehelamite, and his seed:
he shall not have a man to dwell
among this people; neither shall he
behold the good that I will do for
my people, saith the LORD; because
he hath taught rebellion against
the LORD.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Chapter 26 records Jeremiah’s trial before the

princes. His accusers were the priests and false
prophets. But Jeremiah had friends among the
princes, especially one named Ahikam, who saved
him from death. The threat against Jeremiah’s life
was due to his having predicted that the Temple
would be destroyed. All classes of people rejected the
truth and persecuted the prophet. Verses 12-24
record Jeremiah’s brave defense and deliverance.

In chapters 27 and 28 Jeremiah actually put a
yoke, like those worn by oxen, on his neck for an
illustration to the people. He then went about the city
saying that thus shall Babylon put a yoke on the
necks of this people. One of the false prophets, Hana-
niah, broke the yoke (chapter 28:10) and as a pun-
ishment died within two months (verse 17).

In chapter 29 Jeremiah writes a letter of comfort
to the exiles. It was written after Jehoiachin, and the
best of the people, had been taken to Babylon. He
advised them to be peaceful and obedient captives,
and promised them a return to their homeland after
70 years (verse 10). But even in Babylon the false
prophets kept up their fight against Jeremiah.

The devil never stops working—he is working day
and night to accomplish that confusion that brings
forth the deterioration of a home, nation, or anything
else. The devil knows well that a house divided
against itself cannot stand, and a nation divided
against itself will surely crumble. Thus the false
prophets, even in captivity, continued their fight
against Jeremiah.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the
prayer of the righteous” (Proverbs 15:29).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.

For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 17
(found on page 11).

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1587
VIRGINIA DARE WAS BORN.

Virginia Dare was supposedly the first white child
born in the United States.

1688
JOHN BUNYAN PREACHED
HIS LAST SERMON.

It was preached in London, England, at the hour
of 7:00 a.m. The text was John 1:33, “And I knew Him
not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the
Same said unto me, Upon Whom thou shalt see the
Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the same is
He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.”

John Bunyan, who wrote THE PILGRIM’S
PROGRESS on milk bottle stoppers delivered to him
in prison said, “If I were released from prison today, I
would preach the Gospel tomorrow.”

1920
WOMAN SUFFRAGE WAS ADOPTED.

It went into effect August 26.

1927
THE DAY OF THE CONVERSION OF
THEODORE EPP.

Theodore Epp is the founder of the “Back to the
Bible” broadcast. Someone has said that he speaks to
more people every day than any other living man.
This may or may not be true but we can thank God
for him and his radio ministry. Pray for radio preach-
ers everywhere and for God’s blessings upon these
faithful men who hold forth the banner of the Cross.



A Christian Life. . .
WILLIAM LEROY PETTINGILL

(1886-1950)

American pastor, educator, and lecturer. Born August 27,
1886, William Pettingill received only a fourth-grade education
because of precarious family finances. Saved at 13, serious Bible
study began a decade later after his first encounter with C.I.
Scofield. From that point, Pettingill moved from Y.M.C.A. work into
the pastorate and teaching. Many of his 21 books are revised ser-
mon studies.

In 1913 Scofield and Pettingill cofounded the Philadelphia Col-
lege of the Bible, with Pettingill serving as dean. In addition to stim-
ulating students with his vivid visualizations of the Word and his
hearty laugh, Pettingill wrote widely, served on the council of the
Central American Mission, and was a staunch supporter of the fun-
damentalist movement.

From 1929 to 1950 Dr. Pettingill traveled across North and Cen-
tral America, and to Europe, sharing his gift of stirring people to
action from the Word. “Keep looking up” was his motto, but it
became the challenge of many.

Dr. Pettingill exchanged his faith for sight September 15, 1950.
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1976
VICE ADMIRAL SAMUEL L. GARVELY JR.
ASSUMED COMMAND of the U.S. Third Fleet.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1865
PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON MOVED TO
REVERSE POLICY of distributing abandoned land
to freedmen.
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC FOR THIS WEEK:

DIFFICULT PROBLEMS SOLVED: "THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS HARD AND DIFFICULT"

(Assignment 17)

Please review these verses today. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back
on the DailyKJV page.)

( ) Proverbs 13:15
Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.

( ) Proverbs 3:17
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

( ) Matthew 11:30
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

( ) Isaiah 41:10
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

( ) Isaiah 41:11
Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as
nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


