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CHAPTER 18

NOW it came to pass in the
third year of Hoshea son of

Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah
the son of Ahaz king of Judah
began to reign.

2  Twenty and five years old was
he when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty and nine years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name also
was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah.

3  And he did that which was
right in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that David his
father did.

4 ¶ He removed the high places,
and brake the images, and cut
down the groves, and brake in
pieces the brasen serpent that
Moses had made: for unto those
days the children of Israel did burn
incense to it: and he called it
Nehushtan.

5  He trusted in the LORD God of
Israel; so that after him was none
like him among all the kings of
Judah, nor any that were before
him.

6  For he clave to the LORD, and

departed not from following him,
but kept his commandments, which
the LORD commanded Moses.

7  And the LORD was with him;
and he prospered whithersoever he
went forth: and he rebelled against
the king of Assyria, and served him
not.

8  He smote the Philistines, even
unto Gaza, and the borders thereof,
from the tower of the watchmen to
the fenced city.

9 ¶ And it came to pass in the
fourth year of king Hezekiah,
which was the seventh year of
Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel,
that Shalmaneser king of Assyria
came up against Samaria, and
besieged it.

10  And at the end of three years
they took it: even in the sixth year
of Hezekiah, that is the ninth year
of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria
was taken.

11  And the king of Assyria did
carry away Israel unto Assyria, and
put them in Halah and in Habor by
the river of Gozan, and in the cities
of the Medes:
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12  Because they obeyed not the
voice of the LORD their God, but
transgressed his covenant, and all
that Moses the servant of the LORD
commanded, and would not hear
them, nor do them.

13 ¶ Now in the fourteenth year of
king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king
of Assyria come up against all the
fenced cities of Judah, and took them.

14  And Hezekiah king of Judah
sent to the king of Assyria to
Lachish, saying, I have offended;
return from me: that which thou
puttest on me will I bear. And the
king of Assyria appointed unto
Hezekiah king of Judah three hun-
dred talents of silver and thirty tal-
ents of gold.

15  And Hezekiah gave him all
the silver that was found in the
house of the LORD, and in the trea-
sures of the king’s house.

16  At that time did Hezekiah
cut off the gold from the doors of
the temple of the LORD, and from
the pillars which Hezekiah king of
Judah had overlaid, and gave it to
the king of Assyria.

17 ¶ And the king of Assyria sent
Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab-
shakeh from Lachish to king
Hezekiah with a great host against
Jerusalem. And they went up and

came to Jerusalem. And when they
were come up, they came and stood
by the conduit of the upper pool,
which is in the highway of the
fuller’s field.

18  And when they had called to
the king, there came out to them
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which
was over the household, and Sheb-
na the scribe, and Joah the son of
Asaph the recorder.

19  And Rabshakeh said unto
them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah,
Thus saith the great king, the king
of Assyria, What confidence is this
wherein thou trustest?

20  Thou sayest, (but they are but
vain words,) I have counsel and
strength for the war. Now on whom
dost thou trust, that thou rebellest
against me?

21  Now, behold, thou trustest
upon the staff of this bruised reed,
even upon Egypt, on which if a man
lean, it will go into his hand, and
pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of
Egypt unto all that trust on him.

22  But if ye say unto me, We
trust in the LORD our God: is not
that he, whose high places and
whose altars Hezekiah hath taken
away, and hath said to Judah and
Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before
this altar in Jerusalem?
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23  Now therefore, I pray thee,
give pledges to my lord the king of
Assyria, and I will deliver thee two
thousand horses, if thou be able on
thy part to set riders upon them.

24  How then wilt thou turn
away the face of one captain of the
least of my master’s servants, and
put thy trust on Egypt for chariots
and for horsemen?

25  Am I now come up without
the LORD against this place to
destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go
up against this land, and destroy it.

26  Then said Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah,
unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray
thee, to thy servants in the Syrian
language; for we understand it: and
talk not with us in the Jews’ lan-
guage in the ears of the people that
are on the wall.

27  But Rabshakeh said unto
them, Hath my master sent me to
thy master, and to thee, to speak
these words? hath he not sent me to
the men which sit on the wall, that
they may eat their own dung, and
drink their own piss with you?

28  Then Rabshakeh stood and
cried with a loud voice in the Jews’
language, and spake, saying, Hear
the word of the great king, the king
of Assyria:

29  Thus saith the king, Let not
Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall
not be able to deliver you out of his
hand:

30  Neither let Hezekiah make
you trust in the LORD, saying, The
LORD will surely deliver us, and
this city shall not be delivered into
the hand of the king of Assyria.

31  Hearken not to Hezekiah: for
thus saith the king of Assyria,
Make an agreement with me by a
present, and come out to me, and
then eat ye every man of his own
vine, and every one of his fig tree,
and drink ye every one the waters
of his cistern:

32  Until I come and take you
away to a land like your own land,
a land of corn and wine, a land of
bread and vineyards, a land of oil
olive and of honey, that ye may live,
and not die: and hearken not unto
Hezekiah, when he persuadeth
you, saying, The LORD will deliver
us.

33  Hath any of the gods of the
nations delivered at all his land out
of the hand of the king of Assyria?

34  Where are the gods of
Hamath, and of Arpad? where are
the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and
Ivah? have they delivered Samaria
out of mine hand?
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35  Who are they among all the
gods of the countries, that have
delivered their country out of mine
hand, that the LORD should deliver
Jerusalem out of mine hand?

36  But the people held their
peace, and answered him not a
word: for the king’s commandment
was, saying, Answer him not.

37  Then came Eliakim the son
of Hilkiah, which was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe,
and Joah the son of Asaph the
recorder, to Hezekiah with their
clothes rent, and told him the
words of Rabshakeh.

CHAPTER 19

AND it came to pass, when king
Hezekiah heard it, that he rent

his clothes, and covered himself
with sackcloth, and went into the
house of the LORD.

2  And he sent Eliakim, which
was over the household, and Sheb-
na the scribe, and the elders of the
priests, covered with sackcloth, to
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.

3  And they said unto him, Thus
saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of
trouble, and of rebuke, and blas-
phemy: for the children are come to
the birth, and there is not strength
to bring forth.

4  It may be the LORD thy God

will hear all the words of Rab-
shakeh, whom the king of Assyria
his master hath sent to reproach
the living God; and will reprove the
words which the LORD thy God
hath heard: wherefore lift up thy
prayer for the remnant that are
left.

5  So the servants of king
Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

6 ¶ And Isaiah said unto them,
Thus shall ye say to your master,
Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid
of the words which thou hast
heard, with which the servants of
the king of Assyria have blas-
phemed me.

7  Behold, I will send a blast
upon him, and he shall hear a
rumour, and shall return to his own
land; and I will cause him to fall by
the sword in his own land.

8 ¶ So Rabshakeh returned, and
found the king of Assyria warring
against Libnah: for he had heard
that he was departed from Lachish.

9  And when he heard say of
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold,
he is come out to fight against thee:
he sent messengers again unto
Hezekiah, saying,

10  Thus shall ye speak to
Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let
not thy God in whom thou trustest
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deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem
shall not be delivered into the hand
of the king of Assyria.

11  Behold, thou hast heard what
the kings of Assyria have done to
all lands, by destroying them utter-
ly: and shalt thou be delivered?

12  Have the gods of the nations
delivered them which my fathers
have destroyed; as Gozan, and
Haran, and Rezeph, and the chil-
dren of Eden which were in The-
lasar?

13  Where is the king of Hamath,
and the king of Arpad, and the king
of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena,
and Ivah?

14 ¶ And Hezekiah received the
letter of the hand of the messen-
gers, and read it: and Hezekiah
went up into the house of the LORD,
and spread it before the LORD.

15  And Hezekiah prayed before
the LORD, and said, O LORD God of
Israel, which dwellest between the
cherubims, thou art the God, even
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of
the earth; thou hast made heaven
and earth.

16  LORD, bow down thine ear,
and hear: open, LORD, thine eyes,
and see: and hear the words of Sen-
nacherib, which hath sent him to
reproach the living God.

17  Of a truth, LORD, the kings of
Assyria have destroyed the nations
and their lands,

18  And have cast their gods into
the fire: for they were no gods, but
the work of men’s hands, wood and
stone: therefore they have
destroyed them.

19  Now therefore, O LORD our
God, I beseech thee, save thou us
out of his hand, that all the king-
doms of the earth may know that
thou art the LORD God, even thou
only.

20 ¶ Then Isaiah the son of
Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying,
Thus saith the LORD God of Israel,
That which thou hast prayed to me
against Sennacherib king of Assyr-
ia I have heard.

21  This is the word that the
LORD hath spoken concerning him;
The virgin the daughter of Zion
hath despised thee, and laughed
thee to scorn; the daughter of
Jerusalem hath shaken her head at
thee.

22  Whom hast thou reproached
and blasphemed? and against
whom hast thou exalted thy voice,
and lifted up thine eyes on high?
even against the Holy One of Israel.

23  By thy messengers thou hast
reproached the Lord, and hast said,
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With the multitude of my chariots I
am come up to the height of the
mountains, to the sides of Lebanon,
and will cut down the tall cedar
trees thereof, and the choice fir
trees thereof: and I will enter into
the lodgings of his borders, and
into the forest of his Carmel.

24  I have digged and drunk
strange waters, and with the sole of
my feet have I dried up all the
rivers of besieged places.

25  Hast thou not heard long ago
how I have done it, and of ancient
times that I have formed it? now
have I brought it to pass, that thou
shouldest be to lay waste fenced
cities into ruinous heaps.

26  Therefore their inhabitants
were of small power, they were dis-
mayed and confounded; they were
as the grass of the field, and as the
green herb, as the grass on the
housetops, and as corn blasted
before it be grown up.

27  But I know thy abode, and
thy going out, and thy coming in,
and thy rage against me.

28  Because thy rage against me
and thy tumult is come up into
mine ears, therefore I will put my
hook in thy nose, and my bridle in
thy lips, and I will turn thee back
by the way by which thou camest.

29  And this shall be a sign unto
thee, Ye shall eat this year such
things as grow of themselves, and
in the second year that which
springeth of the same; and in the
third year sow ye, and reap, and
plant vineyards, and eat the fruits
thereof.

30  And the remnant that is
escaped of the house of Judah shall
yet again take root downward, and
bear fruit upward.

31  For out of Jerusalem shall go
forth a remnant, and they that
escape out of mount Zion: the zeal
of the LORD of hosts shall do this.

32  Therefore thus saith the
LORD concerning the king of Assyr-
ia, He shall not come into this city,
nor shoot an arrow there, nor come
before it with shield, nor cast a
bank against it.

33  By the way that he came, by
the same shall he return, and shall
not come into this city, saith the
LORD.

34  For I will defend this city, to
save it, for mine own sake, and for
my servant David’s sake.

35 ¶ And it came to pass that
night, that the angel of the LORD
went out, and smote in the camp of
the Assyrians an hundred fourscore
and five thousand: and when they
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arose early in the morning, behold,
they were all dead corpses.

36  So Sennacherib king of
Assyria departed, and went and
returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.

37  And it came to pass, as he
was worshipping in the house of
Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech
and Sharezer his sons smote him
with the sword: and they escaped
into the land of Armenia. And
Esarhaddon his son reigned in his
stead.

CHAPTER 20

IN those days was Hezekiah sick
unto death. And the prophet Isa-

iah the son of Amoz came to him,
and said unto him, Thus saith the
LORD, Set thine house in order; for
thou shalt die, and not live.

2  Then he turned his face to the
wall, and prayed unto the LORD,
saying,

3  I beseech thee, O LORD,
remember now how I have walked
before thee in truth and with a per-
fect heart, and have done that
which is good in thy sight. And
Hezekiah wept sore.

4  And it came to pass, afore Isa-
iah was gone out into the middle
court, that the word of the LORD
came to him, saying,

5  Turn again, and tell Hezekiah

the captain of my people, Thus
saith the LORD, the God of David
thy father, I have heard thy prayer,
I have seen thy tears: behold, I will
heal thee: on the third day thou
shalt go up unto the house of the
LORD.

6  And I will add unto thy days
fifteen years; and I will deliver thee
and this city out of the hand of the
king of Assyria; and I will defend
this city for mine own sake, and for
my servant David’s sake.

7  And Isaiah said, Take a lump
of figs. And they took and laid it on
the boil, and he recovered.

8 ¶ And Hezekiah said unto Isa-
iah, What shall be the sign that the
LORD will heal me, and that I shall
go up into the house of the LORD
the third day?

9  And Isaiah said, This sign
shalt thou have of the LORD, that
the LORD will do the thing that he
hath spoken: shall the shadow go
forward ten degrees, or go back ten
degrees?

10  And Hezekiah answered, It is
a light thing for the shadow to go
down ten degrees: nay, but let the
shadow return backward ten
degrees.

11  And Isaiah the prophet cried
unto the LORD: and he brought the
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shadow ten degrees backward, by
which it had gone down in the dial
of Ahaz.

12 ¶ At that time Berodachbal-
adan, the son of Baladan, king of
Babylon, sent letters and a present
unto Hezekiah: for he had heard
that Hezekiah had been sick.

13  And Hezekiah hearkened
unto them, and shewed them all
the house of his precious things,
the silver, and the gold, and the
spices, and the precious ointment,
and all the house of his armour,
and all that was found in his trea-
sures: there was nothing in his
house, nor in all his dominion, that
Hezekiah shewed them not.

14 ¶ Then came Isaiah the
prophet unto king Hezekiah, and
said unto him, What said these
men? and from whence came they
unto thee? And Hezekiah said,
They are come from a far country,
even from Babylon.

15  And he said, What have they
seen in thine house? And Hezekiah
answered, All the things that are in
mine house have they seen: there is

nothing among my treasures that I
have not shewed them.

16  And Isaiah said unto Hezeki-
ah, Hear the word of the LORD.

17  Behold, the days come, that
all that is in thine house, and that
which thy fathers have laid up in
store unto this day, shall be carried
into Babylon: nothing shall be left,
saith the LORD.

18  And of thy sons that shall
issue from thee, which thou shalt
beget, shall they take away; and
they shall be eunuchs in the palace
of the king of Babylon.

19  Then said Hezekiah unto Isa-
iah, Good is the word of the LORD
which thou hast spoken. And he
said, Is it not good, if peace and
truth be in my days?

20 ¶ And the rest of the acts of
Hezekiah, and all his might, and
how he made a pool, and a conduit,
and brought water into the city, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

21  And Hezekiah slept with his
fathers: and Manasseh his son
reigned in his stead.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
In these chapters we study one of the most excit-

ing periods of Judah’s history—that of the reign of
King Hezekiah. Samaria (Israel) had fallen to Assyria
and now the enemy was attacking Judah. Ahaz had
made a covenant with Assyria years before, but
Hezekiah rebelled against it and invited an invasion
from the enemy. Actually, the events of these chapters
are not recorded in their exact order, for Hezekiah’s
sickness occurred during the siege and the visit from
the Babylonian leaders followed his recovery.
Hezekiah reigned 29 years, and since 15 years were
given him after his recovery, and the invasion took
place the fourteenth year of his reign, then his sick-
ness and the invasion occurred at the same period in
his life.

It was very likely a trying time for the king to be
ill while Assyrians threatened to invade, but often-
times God allows trouble to come into our lives in
pairs. However, when we wholly trust the Lord, as
Hezekiah did, God is sufficient to meet all our trou-
bles. As Christians, we must remember that Romans
8:28,29 is always true, and that God is the same yes-
terday, today, and forever.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not
what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour
hath put thee to shame” (Proverbs 25:8).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 10
(found on page 12).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

MARY HALL
KEN DEAN
CARRIE MOODY

HYMN FOR TODAY
HE LIVES

by Alfred H. Ackley, 1887-1960
“Why should I worship a dead Jew?”
This challenging question was posed by a sincere

young Jewish student who had been attending evan-
gelistic meetings conducted by the author and com-
poser of this hymn, Alfred H. Ackley. In his book,
Forty Gospel Hymn Stories, George W. Sanville records
Mr. Ackley’s answer to this searching question, which
ultimately prompted the writing of this popular

gospel hymn:
“He lives! I tell you, He is not dead, but lives here

and now! Jesus Christ is more alive today than ever
before. I can prove it by my own experience, as well
as the testimony of countless thousands.”

Mr. Sanville continues:
“Mr. Ackley’s forthright, emphatic answer, togeth-

er with his subsequent triumphant effort to win the
man for Christ, flowered forth into song and cystal-
lized into a convincing sermon on ‘He Lives!’ In his
re-reading of the resurrections of the Gospels, the
words ‘He is risen’ struck him with new meaning.
From the thrill within his own soul came the convinc-
ing song—’He Lives!’ The scriptural evidence, his own
heart, and the testimony of history matched his glori-
ous experience of an innumerable cloud of witnesses
that ‘He Lives,’ so he sat down at the piano and
voiced that conclusion in song. He says, ‘The thought
of His ever-living presence brought the music prompt-
ly and easily.’”

The hymn first appeared in Triumphant Service
Songs, a hymnal published by the Rodeheaver Com-
pany in 1933. It has been a favorite with evangelical
congregations since that time.

I serve a risen Saviour; He’s in the world today;
I know that He is living, whatever men may say;
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
and just the time I need Him He’s always near.

In all the world around me I see His loving care,
and tho my heart grows weary I never will despair;
I know that He is leading thru all the stormy blast;
the day of His appearing will come at last.

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing
eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!
The hope of all who seek Him, the help of all who find,
none other is so loving, so good and kind.

Chorus:
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow
way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my
heart.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
THE LATEST DATE ON WHICH EASTER CAN
FALL.



1865
JOHN WILKES BOOTH WAS SHOT.

1887
THE BIRTHDAY OF THE NOTED RADIO
PREACHER CHARLES E. FULLER.

As little boys, Jerry Falwell and Jack Hyles would
both listen to the “Old-Fashioned Revival Hour.” For
many years this broadcast had proclaimed the Gospel
of Christ around the world. Dr. Fuller’s favorite
Scripture was Jeremiah 33:3, “Call unto me, and I
will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty
things, which thou knowest not.”

1898
THE UNITED STATES DECLARED WAR ON
SPAIN IN THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR.

1945
THE UNITED NATIONS WAS FOUNDED BY
FORTY-SIX NATIONS IN SAN FRANCISCO.

1959
THE ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY WAS OPENED.

What a beautiful thing it is to behold. Thank God
for the beauties of nature and the glory of God’s
handiwork. As I think of this, of course, I think of
Psalm 8. Let us turn to Psalm 8 and read it today and
thank God for His miraculous acts.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1918
ELLA FITZGERALD, "FIRST LADY OF SONG,"
BORN.

1945
UNITED NATIONS FOUNDED AT SAN FRAN-
CISCO meeting attended by black American consul-
tants, most notably W.E.B. Du Bois, Mary McLeod
Bethune, Ralph J. Bunche and Walter White.

1947
JACKIE ROBINSON JOINED THE BROOKLYN
DODGERS and became the first black in the major
leagues in modern times.  Larry Doby joined the
Cleveland Indians on July 6 and became the first
black in the American League.  Three other blacks
played in the major leagues in 1947: Dan Bankhead,
pitcher, Brooklyn Dodgers; Willard Brown, outfielder,
St. Louis Browns; Henry Thompson, infielder, St.
Louis Browns.

1960
CONSENT JUDGMENT IN MEMPHIS FEDERAL
COURT ended restrictions barring voters in Fayette
County, Tennessee.  This was the first voting rights
case under the Civil Rights Act.

1963
BLACK AND WHITE FREEDOM RIDERS
THROUGH THE SOUTH to test compliance with
court decisions.
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Baptist pastor. George W. Truett was born on May 6, 1867, at
Hayesville, Clay County, North Carolina. He was converted to Christ
in the Hayesville Baptist Church at the age of 19. When he surren-
dered his heart to Christ for salvation, he also surrendered his will
to God for service. The desire of his life seemed to be, “Thy will be
done.”

In 1889 he moved with his parents to Grayson County, Texas,
where he was ordained one year later by the Whiteright Baptist
Church. In 1897 he was graduated from Baylor University and in
September of that year was called to the pastorate of the First Bap-
tist Church of Dallas, Texas, and remained there for 47 years.

Under his leadership, the First Baptist Church grew into the
largest church in the world at the time. Dr. Truett served as presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention from 1927 to 1929, and as
president of the Baptist World Alliance from 1934 to 1939. He went
to be with the Lord on July 7, 1944, at Dallas, Texas.

A Christian Life:
GEORGE W. TRUETT

1867-1944



MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 10 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

GOD’S SUPREME SACRIFICE

His Son’s death on the cross became our:
Sin-bearer.
( ) 1 Peter 2:24
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

Substitute.
( ) 1 Peter 3:18
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

Sacrifice.
( ) Isaiah 53:5 (Isa. 53:6, 10)
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

Sin-offering.
( ) 2 Corinthians 5:21
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him.

Redeemer.
( ) Galatians 3:13
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed
is everyone that hangeth on a tree:
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