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CHAPTER 17

AND Elijah the Tishbite, who
was of the inhabitants of

Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the
LORD God of Israel liveth, before
whom I stand, there shall not be
dew nor rain these years, but
according to my word.

2  And the word of the LORD
came unto him, saying,

3  Get thee hence, and turn thee
eastward, and hide thyself by the
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

4  And it shall be, that thou shalt
drink of the brook; and I have com-
manded the ravens to feed thee
there.

5  So he went and did according
unto the word of the LORD: for he
went and dwelt by the brook
Cherith, that is before Jordan.

6  And the ravens brought him
bread and flesh in the morning,
and bread and flesh in the evening;
and he drank of the brook.

7  And it came to pass after a
while, that the brook dried up,
because there had been no rain in
the land.

8 ¶ And the word of the LORD
came unto him, saying,

9  Arise, get thee to Zarephath,
which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell
there: behold, I have commanded a
widow woman there to sustain
thee.

10  So he arose and went to
Zarephath. And when he came to
the gate of the city, behold, the
widow woman was there gathering
of sticks: and he called to her, and
said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little
water in a vessel, that I may drink.

11  And as she was going to fetch
it, he called to her, and said, Bring
me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread
in thine hand.

12  And she said, As the LORD
thy God liveth, I have not a cake,
but an handful of meal in a barrel,
and a little oil in a cruse: and,
behold, I am gathering two sticks,
that I may go in and dress it for me
and my son, that we may eat it,
and die.

13  And Elijah said unto her,
Fear not; go and do as thou hast
said: but make me thereof a little
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cake first, and bring it unto me,
and after make for thee and for thy
son.

14  For thus saith the LORD God
of Israel, The barrel of meal shall
not waste, neither shall the cruse of
oil fail, until the day that the LORD
sendeth rain upon the earth.

15  And she went and did accord-
ing to the saying of Elijah: and she,
and he, and her house, did eat
many days.

16  And the barrel of meal wast-
ed not, neither did the cruse of oil
fail, according to the word of the
LORD, which he spake by Elijah.

17 ¶ And it came to pass after
these things, that the son of the
woman, the mistress of the house,
fell sick; and his sickness was so
sore, that there was no breath left
in him.

18  And she said unto Elijah,
What have I to do with thee, O
thou man of God? art thou come
unto me to call my sin to remem-
brance, and to slay my son?

19  And he said unto her, Give
me thy son. And he took him out of
her bosom, and carried him up into
a loft, where he abode, and laid him
upon his own bed.

20  And he cried unto the LORD,
and said, O LORD my God, hast

thou also brought evil upon the
widow with whom I sojourn, by
slaying her son?

21  And he stretched himself
upon the child three times, and
cried unto the LORD, and said, O
LORD my God, I pray thee, let this
child’s soul come into him again.

22  And the LORD heard the voice
of Elijah; and the soul of the child
came into him again, and he
revived.

23  And Elijah took the child,
and brought him down out of the
chamber into the house, and deliv-
ered him unto his mother: and Eli-
jah said, See, thy son liveth.

24 ¶ And the woman said to Eli-
jah, Now by this I know that thou
art a man of God, and that the
word of the LORD in thy mouth is
truth.

CHAPTER 18

AND it came to pass after many
days, that the word of the LORD

came to Elijah in the third year,
saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab;
and I will send rain upon the earth.

2  And Elijah went to shew him-
self unto Ahab. And there was a
sore famine in Samaria.

3  And Ahab called Obadiah,
which was the governor of his
house. (Now Obadiah feared the
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LORD greatly:
4  For it was so, when Jezebel cut

off the prophets of the LORD, that
Obadiah took an hundred prophets,
and hid them by fifty in a cave, and
fed them with bread and water.)

5  And Ahab said unto Obadiah,
Go into the land, unto all fountains
of water, and unto all brooks: per-
adventure we may find grass to
save the horses and mules alive,
that we lose not all the beasts.

6  So they divided the land
between them to pass throughout
it: Ahab went one way by himself,
and Obadiah went another way by
himself.

7 ¶ And as Obadiah was in the
way, behold, Elijah met him: and he
knew him, and fell on his face, and
said, Art thou that my lord Elijah?

8  And he answered him, I am:
go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is
here.

9  And he said, What have I
sinned, that thou wouldest deliver
thy servant into the hand of Ahab,
to slay me?

10  As the LORD thy God liveth,
there is no nation or kingdom,
whither my lord hath not sent to
seek thee: and when they said, He
is not there; he took an oath of the
kingdom and nation, that they

found thee not.
11  And now thou sayest, Go, tell

thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.
12  And it shall come to pass, as

soon as I am gone from thee, that
the Spirit of the LORD shall carry
thee whither I know not; and so
when I come and tell Ahab, and he
cannot find thee, he shall slay me:
but I thy servant fear the LORD
from my youth.

13  Was it not told my lord what
I did when Jezebel slew the
prophets of the LORD, how I hid an
hundred men of the LORD’S
prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed
them with bread and water?

14  And now thou sayest, Go, tell
thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and
he shall slay me.

15  And Elijah said, As the LORD
of hosts liveth, before whom I
stand, I will surely shew myself
unto him to day.

16  So Obadiah went to meet
Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went
to meet Elijah.

17 ¶ And it came to pass, when
Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said
unto him, Art thou he that trou-
bleth Israel?

18  And he answered, I have not
troubled Israel; but thou, and thy
father’s house, in that ye have for-
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saken the commandments of the
LORD, and thou hast followed Baal-
im.

19  Now therefore send, and
gather to me all Israel unto mount
Carmel, and the prophets of Baal
four hundred and fifty, and the
prophets of the groves four hun-
dred, which eat at Jezebel’s table.

20  So Ahab sent unto all the
children of Israel, and gathered the
prophets together unto mount
Carmel.

21. And Elijah came unto all the
people, and said, How long halt ye
between two opinions? if the LORD
be God, follow him: but if Baal,
then follow him. And the people
answered him not a word.

22  Then said Elijah unto the
people, I, even I only, remain a
prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s
prophets are four hundred and fifty
men.

23  Let them therefore give us
two bullocks; and let them choose
one bullock for themselves, and cut
it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and
put no fire under: and I will dress
the other bullock, and lay it on
wood, and put no fire under:

24  And call ye on the name of
your gods, and I will call on the
name of the LORD: and the God that

answereth by fire, let him be God.
And all the people answered and
said, It is well spoken.

25  And Elijah said unto the
prophets of Baal, Choose you one
bullock for yourselves, and dress it
first; for ye are many; and call on
the name of your gods, but put no
fire under.

26  And they took the bullock
which was given them, and they
dressed it, and called on the name
of Baal from morning even until
noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But
there was no voice, nor any that
answered. And they leaped upon
the altar which was made.

27  And it came to pass at noon,
that Elijah mocked them, and said,
Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he
is talking, or he is pursuing, or he
is in a journey, or peradventure he
sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28  And they cried aloud, and cut
themselves after their manner with
knives and lancets, till the blood
gushed out upon them.

29  And it came to pass, when
midday was past, and they prophe-
sied until the time of the offering of
the evening sacrifice, that there was
neither voice, nor any to answer,
nor any that regarded.

30  And Elijah said unto all the
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people, Come near unto me. And all
the people came near unto him.
And he repaired the altar of the
LORD that was broken down.

31  And Elijah took twelve
stones, according to the number of
the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto
whom the word of the LORD came,
saying, Israel shall be thy name:

32  And with the stones he built
an altar in the name of the LORD:
and he made a trench about the
altar, as great as would contain two
measures of seed.

33  And he put the wood in order,
and cut the bullock in pieces, and
laid him on the wood, and said, Fill
four barrels with water, and pour it
on the burnt sacrifice, and on the
wood.

34  And he said, Do it the second
time. And they did it the second
time. And he said, Do it the third
time. And they did it the third
time.

35  And the water ran round
about the altar; and he filled the
trench also with water.

36  And it came to pass at the
time of the offering of the evening
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet
came near, and said, LORD God of
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it
be known this day that thou art

God in Israel, and that I am thy
servant, and that I have done all
these things at thy word.

37  Hear me, O LORD, hear me,
that this people may know that
thou art the LORD God, and that
thou hast turned their heart back
again.

38  Then the fire of the LORD fell,
and consumed the burnt sacrifice,
and the wood, and the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the water
that was in the trench.

39  And when all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces: and they
said, The LORD, he is the God; the
LORD, he is the God.

40  And Elijah said unto them,
Take the prophets of Baal; let not
one of them escape. And they took
them: and Elijah brought them
down to the brook Kishon, and slew
them there.

41 ¶ And Elijah said unto Ahab,
Get thee up, eat and drink; for there
is a sound of abundance of rain.

42  So Ahab went up to eat and
to drink. And Elijah went up to the
top of Carmel; and he cast himself
down upon the earth, and put his
face between his knees,

43  And said to his servant, Go
up now, look toward the sea. And
he went up, and looked, and said,
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There is nothing. And he said, Go
again seven times.

44  And it came to pass at the
seventh time, that he said, Behold,
there ariseth a little cloud out of
the sea, like a man’s hand. And he
said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Pre-
pare thy chariot, and get thee
down, that the rain stop thee not.

45  And it came to pass in the
mean while, that the heaven was
black with clouds and wind, and
there was a great rain. And Ahab
rode, and went to Jezreel.

46  And the hand of the LORD
was on Elijah; and he girded up his
loins, and ran before Ahab to the
entrance of Jezreel.

CHAPTER 19

AND Ahab told Jezebel all that
Elijah had done, and withal

how he had slain all the prophets
with the sword.

2  Then Jezebel sent a messenger
unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods
do to me, and more also, if I make
not thy life as the life of one of
them by to morrow about this time.

3  And when he saw that, he
arose, and went for his life, and
came to Beersheba, which
belongeth to Judah, and left his ser-
vant there.

4 ¶ But he himself went a day’s

journey into the wilderness, and
came and sat down under a juniper
tree: and he requested for himself
that he might die; and said, It is
enough; now, O LORD, take away
my life; for I am not better than my
fathers.

5  And as he lay and slept under
a juniper tree, behold, then an
angel touched him, and said unto
him, Arise and eat.

6  And he looked, and, behold,
there was a cake baken on the
coals, and a cruse of water at his
head. And he did eat and drink,
and laid him down again.

7  And the angel of the LORD
came again the second time, and
touched him, and said, Arise and
eat; because the journey is too
great for thee.

8  And he arose, and did eat and
drink, and went in the strength of
that meat forty days and forty nights
unto Horeb the mount of God.

9 ¶ And he came thither unto a
cave, and lodged there; and, behold,
the word of the LORD came to him,
and he said unto him, What doest
thou here, Elijah?

10  And he said, I have been very
jealous for the LORD God of hosts:
for the children of Israel have for-
saken thy covenant, thrown down
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thine altars, and slain thy prophets
with the sword; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away.

11  And he said, Go forth, and
stand upon the mount before the
LORD. And, behold, the LORD
passed by, and a great and strong
wind rent the mountains, and
brake in pieces the rocks before the
LORD; but the LORD was not in the
wind: and after the wind an earth-
quake; but the LORD was not in the
earthquake:

12  And after the earthquake a
fire; but the LORD was not in the
fire: and after the fire a still small
voice.

13  And it was so, when Elijah
heard it, that he wrapped his face
in his mantle, and went out, and
stood in the entering in of the cave.
And, behold, there came a voice
unto him, and said, What doest
thou here, Elijah?

14  And he said, I have been very
jealous for the LORD God of hosts:
because the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown
down thine altars, and slain thy
prophets with the sword; and I,
even I only, am left; and they seek
my life, to take it away.

15  And the LORD said unto him,

Go, return on thy way to the
wilderness of Damascus: and when
thou comest, anoint Hazael to be
king over Syria:

16  And Jehu the son of Nimshi
shalt thou anoint to be king over
Israel: and Elisha the son of
Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou
anoint to be prophet in thy room.

17  And it shall come to pass,
that him that escapeth the sword of
Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him
that escapeth from the sword of
Jehu shall Elisha slay.

18  Yet I have left me seven thou-
sand in Israel, all the knees which
have not bowed unto Baal, and
every mouth which hath not kissed
him.

19 ¶ So he departed thence, and
found Elisha the son of Shaphat,
who was plowing with twelve yoke
of oxen before him, and he with the
twelfth: and Elijah passed by him,
and cast his mantle upon him.

20  And he left the oxen, and ran
after Elijah, and said, Let me, I
pray thee, kiss my father and my
mother, and then I will follow thee.
And he said unto him, Go back
again: for what have I done to thee?

21  And he returned back from
him, and took a yoke of oxen, and
slew them, and boiled their flesh
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with the instruments of the oxen,
and gave unto the people, and they
did eat. Then he arose, and went
after Elijah, and ministered unto

him.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
Ahab was now king of Israel. His wicked wife,

Jezebel, encouraged him in Baal worship and Ahab
led the entire nation into Baal worship.

In chapter 17 Elijah suddenly appears in Ahab’s
court to proclaim that the drought would last another
three years. Lack of rain was the punishment for the
sins of the people. Following his proclamation, Elijah
retires from public ministry for three years. During
this time the Lord graciously cared for him. The obe-
dient servant of God can always depend on the Mas-
ter’s faithful care.

In chapter 18 Elijah returns to public ministry.
God had been preparing him these three years for the
job that was now before him. In verses 1-16 he faces
Obadiah; in verses 17-29 he faces the prophets of
Baal, mocking them, and later revealing Baal as a
false god. In verses 30-34 Elijah is in Israel. He had
exposed the foolishness of sin of Baal, but the more
important job was now bringing the nation back to
the true worship of Jehovah.

What we do with God in private is far more
important than what God does for us in public. Our
hidden life prepares us for our public life. Unless we
are willing to go through the disciples of the dry
brook, the depleted barrel, and the dead boy, as Eli-
jah did, we will never have the victories Elijah had at
Mt. Carmel.

In chapter 19:1-8 God refreshes Elijah; in verses
9-18 God rebukes him; and finally God replaces him
(verses 19-21). Elijah’s life should be a good warning
to us against despondency and discouragement.
Often when we feel we have accomplished nothing,
God reveals that He has used us more than we real-
ize. It is a dangerous thing to think we are the only
one holding to the truth. Elijah’s bitterness and
despondency, when he thought he was fighting the
battle alone, could have shortened his ministry. The
best solution for discouragement is found in Isaiah
40:31.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Children’s children are the crown of old men; and the
glory of children are their fathers” (Proverbs 17:6).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 2 (found
on page 11).

HYMN FOR TODAY

BURDENS ARE LIFTED AT CALVARY
Words and music by John M. Moore, 1925-

Today’s featured hymn was written in 1952 by one
of our contemporary song writers, John M. Moore,
currently a Baptist pastor and evangelist in Toronto,
Canada. The hymn was prompted by an experience
that Dr. Moore had while serving as the assistant
superintendent of the Seaman’s Chapel in Glasgow,
Scotland, one of that area’s outstanding evangelistic
centers. He recalls:

“I wrote ‘Burdens Are Lifted at Calvary’ after a
most interesting experience. The company secretary
of a large shipping firm telephoned the Seaman’s
Chapel and requested that I visit a young merchant
seaman who was lying critically ill in a Glasgow hos-
pital. After getting permission from the nursing sister,
I went in to visit the young sailor. I talked for a few
moments and then put my hand in my case for a
tract, not knowing which one I would pull out. It hap-
pened to be a tract based on Pilgrim’s Progress, with a
color reproduction of Pilgrim coming to the cross
with a great burden on his back. I showed the young
seaman this picture and told him the story in brief,
adding that Pilgrim’s experience had been my experi-
ence too. I explained that when I came to the cross of
Christ, my burden rolled away and my sense of sin
and guilt before God was removed. He nodded his
head when I asked him, ‘Do you feel this burden on
your back today?’ We prayed together and never shall
I forget the smile of peace and assurance that lit up
his face when he said that his burden was lifted!

“Later that night, sitting by the fireside with paper
and pen, I could not get the thought out of my
mind—his burden is lifted! I started writing, but
never for a moment did I imagine that this little
hymn would become a favorite throughout the world.



Since that time, I hear of people all over the world
who are being blessed and saved through the singing
of this hymn.

Days are filled with sorrow and care;
hearts are heavy and drear;
burdens are lifted at Calvary—Jesus is very near.

Cast your care on Jesus today;
leave your worry and fear;
burdens are lifted at Calvary—Jesus is very near.

Troubled soul, the Saviour can see
ev’ry heartache and tear;
burdens are lifted at Calvary—Jesus is very near.

Refrain:
Burdens are lifted at Calvary, Calvary, Calvary.
Burdens are lifted at Calvary; Jesus is very near.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
THE APPROXIMATE DATE OF THE CROSSING
OF THE RED SEA.

THE APPROXIMATE DATE OF THE
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD.

Oh, what a thrill it was for me to see the empty
tomb, and to sing “Up from the grave He arose, with
a mighty triumph o’er his foes. He arose the victor
from the dark domain. And He lives forever with his

saints to reign. He arose. He arose. Hallelujah! Christ
arose.” What a thrill to see the place where He lay
and realize that death could not keep Him, the grave
could not hold Him, and Satan could not defeat Him.
Jesus rose from the dead. Praise the Lord! Let us
thank Him for His resurrection today and for the fact
that we serve the only God that has an empty tomb.

1739
JOHN WESLEY HAD WHAT HE SAID WAS AN
EXPERIENCE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.

How we need to have an experience with the
Holy Spirit to claim the power of God by faith for
soul winning, power in preaching and working for
Christ. Read Luke 11:13; Acts 1:8; Luke 24:49; Acts
2:4; and Ephesians 5:18. Pray for God to give us the
power of the Holy Spirit today.

1790
THE DATE OF THE DEATH OF BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN.

1894
THE BIRTHDAY OF NIKITA KRUSHCHEV.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1758
FRANCIS WILLIAMS, FIRST U.S. BLACK COL-
LEGE GRADUATE, publishes a poem book in Latin.
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AUTHOR: David.

THE STORY BEHIND THESE PSALMS
When David was healed of the illness mentioned previously, he

then wrote the 32nd Psalm. It is a penitential Psalm, which means
that David was repenting of his sin. He was also praising God for
forgiveness and for healing.

THE WAY THEY WERE USED BY GOD’S PEOPLE
Obviously the 32nd Psalm was used by the Israelites after healing

and after forgiveness. Feel the pathos, the joy and the thrill of for-
giveness and healing as the 32nd Psalm is read.

Those who have slipped into sin and left God’s perfect plan
should kneel now and come back to God. He will forgive, and a
sweet peace of heart will flood the soul of the penitent one, and he
may feel the incomparable joy of being right with his God and for-
given of his sins.

THE STORY OF THE PSALMS
Psalms 32 and 33



MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 2 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

BASIC TEXT TO AROUSE AN INTEREST IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS

Life is brief.
( ) James 4:14
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

Life is uncertain.
( ) Proverbs 27:1
Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.

Death is sure.
( ) Hebrews 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the Judgment:

Christ may appear any moment.
( ) Matthew 24:44
Therefore be ye also ready: For in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

No escape for procrastinators.
( ) Hebrews 2:3
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;
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