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CHAPTER 15

NOW in the eighteenth year of
king Jeroboam the son of

Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah.
2  Three years reigned he in

Jerusalem. And his mother’s name
was Maachah, the daughter of
Abishalom.

3  And he walked in all the sins
of his father, which he had done
before him: and his heart was not
perfect with the LORD his God, as
the heart of David his father.

4  Nevertheless for David’s sake
did the LORD his God give him a
lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his
son after him, and to establish
Jerusalem:

5  Because David did that which
was right in the eyes of the LORD,
and turned not aside from any
thing that he commanded him all
the days of his life, save only in the
matter of Uriah the Hittite.

6  And there was war between
Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the
days of his life.

7  Now the rest of the acts of Abi-
jam, and all that he did, are they

not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?
And there was war between Abijam
and Jeroboam.

8  And Abijam slept with his
fathers; and they buried him in the
city of David: and Asa his son
reigned in his stead.

9 ¶ And in the twentieth year of
Jeroboam king of Israel reigned
Asa over Judah.

10  And forty and one years
reigned he in Jerusalem. And his
mother’s name was Maachah, the
daughter of Abishalom.

11  And Asa did that which was
right in the eyes of the LORD, as did
David his father.

12  And he took away the
sodomites out of the land, and
removed all the idols that his
fathers had made.

13  And also Maachah his moth-
er, even her he removed from being
queen, because she had made an
idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed
her idol, and burnt it by the brook
Kidron.

14  But the high places were not
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removed: nevertheless Asa’s heart
was perfect with the LORD all his
days.

15  And he brought in the things
which his father had dedicated,
and the things which himself had
dedicated, into the house of the
LORD, silver, and gold, and vessels.

16 ¶ And there was war between
Asa and Baasha king of Israel all
their days.

17  And Baasha king of Israel
went up against Judah, and built
Ramah, that he might not suffer
any to go out or come in to Asa king
of Judah.

18  Then Asa took all the silver
and the gold that were left in the
treasures of the house of the LORD,
and the treasures of the king’s
house, and delivered them into the
hand of his servants: and king Asa
sent them to Benhadad, the son of
Tabrimon, the son of Hezion, king
of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus,
saying,

19  There is a league between me
and thee, and between my father
and thy father: behold, I have sent
unto thee a present of silver and
gold; come and break thy league
with Baasha king of Israel, that he
may depart from me.

20  So Benhadad hearkened unto

king Asa, and sent the captains of
the hosts which he had against the
cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and
Dan, and Abelbethmaachah, and
all Cinneroth, with all the land of
Naphtali.

21  And it came to pass, when
Baasha heard thereof, that he left
off building of Ramah, and dwelt in
Tirzah.

22  Then king Asa made a
proclamation throughout all Judah;
none was exempted: and they took
away the stones of Ramah, and the
timber thereof, wherewith Baasha
had builded; and king Asa built
with them Geba of Benjamin, and
Mizpah.

23  The rest of all the acts of Asa,
and all his might, and all that he
did, and the cities which he built,
are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? Nevertheless in the time of
his old age he was diseased in his
feet.

24  And Asa slept with his
fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in the city of David his
father: and Jehoshaphat his son
reigned in his stead.

25 ¶ And Nadab the son of Jer-
oboam began to reign over Israel in
the second year of Asa king of
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Judah, and reigned over Israel two
years.

26  And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, and walked in the way of
his father, and in his sin wherewith
he made Israel to sin.

27 ¶ And Baasha the son of Ahi-
jah, of the house of Issachar, con-
spired against him; and Baasha
smote him at Gibbethon, which
belonged to the Philistines; for
Nadab and all Israel laid siege to
Gibbethon.

28  Even in the third year of Asa
king of Judah did Baasha slay him,
and reigned in his stead.

29  And it came to pass, when he
reigned, that he smote all the house
of Jeroboam; he left not to Jer-
oboam any that breathed, until he
had destroyed him, according unto
the saying of the LORD, which he
spake by his servant Ahijah the
Shilonite:

30  Because of the sins of Jer-
oboam which he sinned, and which
he made Israel sin, by his provoca-
tion wherewith he provoked the
LORD God of Israel to anger.

31 ¶ Now the rest of the acts of
Nadab, and all that he did, are
they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of
Israel?

32  And there was war between
Asa and Baasha king of Israel all
their days.

33  In the third year of Asa king
of Judah began Baasha the son of
Ahijah to reign over all Israel in
Tirzah, twenty and four years.

34  And he did evil in the sight of
the LORD, and walked in the way of
Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith
he made Israel to sin.

CHAPTER 16

THEN the word of the LORD
came to Jehu the son of Hanani

against Baasha, saying,
2  Forasmuch as I exalted thee

out of the dust, and made thee
prince over my people Israel; and
thou hast walked in the way of Jer-
oboam, and hast made my people
Israel to sin, to provoke me to
anger with their sins;

3  Behold, I will take away the
posterity of Baasha, and the poster-
ity of his house; and will make thy
house like the house of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat.

4  Him that dieth of Baasha in
the city shall the dogs eat; and him
that dieth of his in the fields shall
the fowls of the air eat.

5  Now the rest of the acts of
Baasha, and what he did, and his
might, are they not written in the
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book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel?

6  So Baasha slept with his
fathers, and was buried in Tirzah:
and Elah his son reigned in his
stead.

7  And also by the hand of the
prophet Jehu the son of Hanani
came the word of the LORD against
Baasha, and against his house,
even for all the evil that he did in
the sight of the LORD, in provoking
him to anger with the work of his
hands, in being like the house of
Jeroboam; and because he killed
him.

8 ¶ In the twenty and sixth year
of Asa king of Judah began Elah
the son of Baasha to reign over
Israel in Tirzah, two years.

9  And his servant Zimri, captain
of half his chariots, conspired
against him, as he was in Tirzah,
drinking himself drunk in the
house of Arza steward of his house
in Tirzah.

10  And Zimri went in and smote
him, and killed him, in the twenty
and seventh year of Asa king of
Judah, and reigned in his stead.

11 ¶ And it came to pass, when
he began to reign, as soon as he sat
on his throne, that he slew all the
house of Baasha: he left him not

one that pisseth against a wall, nei-
ther of his kinsfolks, nor of his
friends.

12  Thus did Zimri destroy all
the house of Baasha, according to
the word of the LORD, which he
spake against Baasha by Jehu the
prophet,

13  For all the sins of Baasha,
and the sins of Elah his son, by
which they sinned, and by which
they made Israel to sin, in provok-
ing the LORD God of Israel to anger
with their vanities.

14  Now the rest of the acts of
Elah, and all that he did, are they
not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel?

15 ¶ In the twenty and seventh
year of Asa king of Judah did Zimri
reign seven days in Tirzah. And the
people were encamped against Gib-
bethon, which belonged to the
Philistines.

16  And the people that were
encamped heard say, Zimri hath
conspired, and hath also slain the
king: wherefore all Israel made
Omri, the captain of the host, king
over Israel that day in the camp.

17  And Omri went up from Gib-
bethon, and all Israel with him,
and they besieged Tirzah.

18  And it came to pass, when
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Zimri saw that the city was taken,
that he went into the palace of the
king’s house, and burnt the king’s
house over him with fire, and died,

19  For his sins which he sinned
in doing evil in the sight of the
LORD, in walking in the way of Jer-
oboam, and in his sin which he did,
to make Israel to sin.

20  Now the rest of the acts of
Zimri, and his treason that he
wrought, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel?

21 ¶ Then were the people of
Israel divided into two parts: half
of the people followed Tibni the son
of Ginath, to make him king; and
half followed Omri.

22  But the people that followed
Omri prevailed against the people
that followed Tibni the son of
Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri
reigned.

23 ¶ In the thirty and first year
of Asa king of Judah began Omri to
reign over Israel, twelve years: six
years reigned he in Tirzah.

24  And he bought the hill
Samaria of Shemer for two talents
of silver, and built on the hill, and
called the name of the city which
he built, after the name of Shemer,
owner of the hill, Samaria.

25  But Omri wrought evil in the
eyes of the LORD, and did worse
than all that were before him.

26  For he walked in all the way
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and
in his sin wherewith he made
Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD
God of Israel to anger with their
vanities.

27  Now the rest of the acts of
Omri which he did, and his might
that he shewed, are they not writ-
ten in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

28  So Omri slept with his
fathers, and was buried in
Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned
in his stead.

29 ¶ And in the thirty and eighth
year of Asa king of Judah began
Ahab the son of Omri to reign over
Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri
reigned over Israel in Samaria
twenty and two years.

30  And Ahab the son of Omri
did evil in the sight of the LORD
above all that were before him.

31  And it came to pass, as if it
had been a light thing for him to
walk in the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, that he took to wife
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal
king of the Zidonians, and went and
served Baal, and worshipped him.
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32  And he reared up an altar for
Baal in the house of Baal, which he
had built in Samaria.

33  And Ahab made a grove; and
Ahab did more to provoke the LORD
God of Israel to anger than all the
kings of Israel that were before
him.

34 ¶ In his days did Hiel the
Bethelite build Jericho: he laid the
foundation thereof in Abiram his
firstborn, and set up the gates
thereof in his youngest son Segub,
according to the word of the LORD,
which he spake by Joshua the son
of Nun.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
These chapters record the decline of Israel. Six

kings are listed, beginning with Nadab and ending
with Ahab, and all of them were evil. Nadab main-
tained his father’s wicked idolatry and he was slain
by Baasha during one of the battles with the
Philistines. Baasha reigned for 24 years and fulfilled
the prophecy that all of Jeroboam’s seed would be
destroyed. Elah reigned for less than two years and
was killed by Zimri, who led the nation for only one
week; but during that time he killed the entire family
of Baasha and fulfilled the prophecy of Jehu. Zimri
committed suicide by perishing in the blaze that was
set to the palace as Omri marched against him. Omri
then ruled over Israel for twelve years and led the
people into further sin. Upon his death Ahab came to
the throne and, under his leadership, the tribes
declined further into idolatry and wickedness.

The tragedy of sin is that our children and grand-
children pay for our mistakes. Many men will say, “All
the harm I do is to myself.” This is not true. “No man
liveth unto himself.” When we sin, we hurt the Lord;
we hurt our families; we hurt our children, grandchil-
dren, and descendants for years to come. David and
Solomon were responsible for the wickedness of Jer-
oboam and Rehoboam.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“When a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even
his enemies to be at peace with him” (Proverbs 16:7).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 1 (found
on page 8).

BIRTHDAYS TODAY
RONITA MINOR
REGGIE AXEL

HYMN FOR TODAY

BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS
by Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869

There is no neutral ground when we face the
cross: Either we accept its atoning work and become
a new person, or we reject it and remain in our sinful
self-centered state. When we take our stand with
Christ and His redemption accomplished at Calvary,
we are compelled to make two profound confessions:
“The wonders of His glorious love and my own
worthlessness.”

This hymn of commitment was written by a frail
Scottish Presbyterian woman of the past century, Eliz-
abeth Clephane, who, despite her physical limita-
tions, was known throughout her charming commu-
nity of Melrose, Scotland, for her helpful, cheery
nature. Among the sick and dying in her area she
won the name of “Sunbeam.” “Beneath the Cross of
Jesus” was written by Miss Clephane in 1868, one
year before her early death at the age of 39. She
wrote eight hymns, all published posthumously.
Besides this hymn, only one other has endured—”The
Ninety and Nine,” made popular by the tune com-
posed for it by Ira D. Sankey.

It is obvious that Elizabeth, like most Scottish
Presbyterians of her day, was an ardent Bible student,
for her hymn is replete with biblical symbolism and
imagery. For example:

“the mighty Rock” is a reference from Isaiah 32:2
“the weary land” is a reference from Psalm 63:1
“home within the wilderness” is a reference from

Jeremiah 9:2
“rest upon the way” is a reference from Isaiah

28:12
“noontide heat” is a reference from Isaiah 4:6
“burden of the day” is a reference from Matthew

11:30



Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way
from the burning of the noon day heat and the burden
of the day.

Upon that cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me;
and from my smitten heart with tears two wonders I
confess—
the wonders of His glorious love and my own worthless-
ness.

I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place—
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face;
content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
726 B.C.
THE APPROXIMATE DATE THAT HEZEKIAH
FINISHED CLEANING THE PORCH OF THE
TEMPLE.

Under Hezekiah there was a great revival. This
revival was centered around the Word of God and the
House of God. The cleansing of the Temple was one
of the outstanding parts of this. Oh, how the temple
needs cleansing today. Oh, how we need churches
that are soul-winning institutions. How we need to
cleanse our churches from the gambling, the drink-
ing, carnivals, bingo parties, cakewalks, and other
things that rob us of our power. God never intended
for the church to be a style show, an amusement
park, or a gambling hall. We need to clean out our
style shows, milinery exhibits, museum antics, and
get back to the main business of preaching the Gospel
and saving the souls of men.

1862
SLAVERY WAS ABOLISHED IN WASHINGTON,
D.C.

Pray for black friends today. Pray for the black
preachers and Christian workers everywhere.

1867
WILBUR WRIGHT WAS BORN.

I could hardly pass his birthday without thanking
God for the airplane. The airplane is such a vital part
of our lives. I’ve often wondered what Dwight Moody
could have done if he had lived in the day of the air-
plane. Oh, God help us and breathe upon us that we
might use the advantages we have to the acceleration
of the work of God!

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1862
SLAVERY ABOLISHED IN DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA.

1868
LOUISIANA VOTERS APPROVED NEW CON-
STITUTION and elected state officers, including the
first black lieutenant governor, Oscar J. Dunn, and
the first black state treasurer, Antoine Dubuclet. Arti-
cle Thirteen of the new constitution banned segrega-
tion in public accommodation:  “All the persons shall
enjoy equal rights and privileges upon any con-
veyances of a public character; and all places of busi-
ness, or of public resort, or for which a license is
required by either State, Parish or municipal authori-
ty, shall be deemed places of a public character and
shall be opened to the accommodation and patronage
of all persons, without distinction or discriminination
on account of race or color.”

1965
MAJ. GEN. B.O. DAVIS JR., ASSISTANT
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE U.S. AIR
FORCE, named lieutenant general, the highest rank
attained by a black to date in the armed services.

1962
THREE LOUISIANA SEGREGATIONISTS WERE
EXCOMMUNICATED by Archbishop Joseph Rum-
mel for continuing their opposition to his order for
integration of New Orleans parochial schools.
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MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 1 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

WHY MEMORIZE THE WORD?

A Command
( ) Deuteronomy 6:6
And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:

An Imperative
( ) Deuteronomy 11:18
Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign
upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.

A Necessity
( ) Job 22:22
Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart.

A Promise
( ) Proverbs 3:3-4
Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine
heart:

so shalt thou find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man.
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