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CHAPTER 12

AND Rehoboam went to
Shechem: for all Israel were

come to Shechem to make him
king.

2  And it came to pass, when Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, who was
yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he
was fled from the presence of king
Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in
Egypt;)

3  That they sent and called him.
And Jeroboam and all the congre-
gation of Israel came, and spake
unto Rehoboam, saying,

4  Thy father made our yoke
grievous: now therefore make thou
the grievous service of thy father,
and his heavy yoke which he put
upon us, lighter, and we will serve
thee.

5  And he said unto them,
Depart yet for three days, then
come again to me. And the people
departed.

6 ¶ And king Rehoboam consult-
ed with the old men, that stood
before Solomon his father while he
yet lived, and said, How do ye

advise that I may answer this peo-
ple?

7  And they spake unto him, say-
ing, If thou wilt be a servant unto
this people this day, and wilt serve
them, and answer them, and speak
good words to them, then they will
be thy servants for ever.

8  But he forsook the counsel of
the old men, which they had given
him, and consulted with the young
men that were grown up with him,
and which stood before him:

9  And he said unto them, What
counsel give ye that we may
answer this people, who have spo-
ken to me, saying, Make the yoke
which thy father did put upon us
lighter?

10  And the young men that were
grown up with him spake unto him,
saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto
this people that spake unto thee,
saying, Thy father made our yoke
heavy, but make thou it lighter
unto us; thus shalt thou say unto
them, My little finger shall be
thicker than my father’s loins.

11  And now whereas my father
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did lade you with a heavy yoke, I
will add to your yoke: my father
hath chastised you with whips, but
I will chastise you with scorpions.

12 ¶ So Jeroboam and all the peo-
ple came to Rehoboam the third day,
as the king had appointed, saying,
Come to me again the third day.

13  And the king answered the
people roughly, and forsook the old
men’s counsel that they gave him;

14  And spake to them after the
counsel of the young men, saying,
My father made your yoke heavy,
and I will add to your yoke: my
father also chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.

15  Wherefore the king hear-
kened not unto the people; for the
cause was from the LORD, that he
might perform his saying, which
the LORD spake by Ahijah the
Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of
Nebat.

16 ¶ So when all Israel saw that
the king hearkened not unto them,
the people answered the king, say-
ing, What portion have we in
David? neither have we inheritance
in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O
Israel: now see to thine own house,
David. So Israel departed unto
their tents.

17  But as for the children of
Israel which dwelt in the cities of
Judah, Rehoboam reigned over
them.

18  Then king Rehoboam sent
Adoram, who was over the tribute;
and all Israel stoned him with
stones, that he died. Therefore king
Rehoboam made speed to get him
up to his chariot, to flee to
Jerusalem.

19  So Israel rebelled against the
house of David unto this day.

20  And it came to pass, when all
Israel heard that Jeroboam was
come again, that they sent and
called him unto the congregation,
and made him king over all Israel:
there was none that followed the
house of David, but the tribe of
Judah only.

21 ¶ And when Rehoboam was
come to Jerusalem, he assembled
all the house of Judah, with the
tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and
fourscore thousand chosen men,
which were warriors, to fight
against the house of Israel, to bring
the kingdom again to Rehoboam
the son of Solomon.

22  But the word of God came
unto Shemaiah the man of God,
saying,

23  Speak unto Rehoboam, the
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son of Solomon, king of Judah, and
unto all the house of Judah and
Benjamin, and to the remnant of
the people, saying,

24  Thus saith the LORD, Ye shall
not go up, nor fight against your
brethren the children of Israel:
return every man to his house; for
this thing is from me. They hear-
kened therefore to the word of the
LORD, and returned to depart,
according to the word of the LORD.

25 ¶ Then Jeroboam built
Shechem in mount Ephraim, and
dwelt therein; and went out from
thence, and built Penuel.

26  And Jeroboam said in his
heart, Now shall the kingdom
return to the house of David:

27  If this people go up to do sac-
rifice in the house of the LORD at
Jerusalem, then shall the heart of
this people turn again unto their
lord, even unto Rehoboam king of
Judah, and they shall kill me, and
go again to Rehoboam king of
Judah.

28  Whereupon the king took
counsel, and made two calves of
gold, and said unto them, It is too
much for you to go up to Jerusalem:
behold thy gods, O Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt.

29  And he set the one in Bethel,
and the other put he in Dan.

30  And this thing became a sin:
for the people went to worship
before the one, even unto Dan.

31  And he made an house of
high places, and made priests of
the lowest of the people, which
were not of the sons of Levi.

32  And Jeroboam ordained a
feast in the eighth month, on the
fifteenth day of the month, like
unto the feast that is in Judah, and
he offered upon the altar. So did he
in Bethel, sacrificing unto the
calves that he had made: and he
placed in Bethel the priests of the
high places which he had made.

33  So he offered upon the altar
which he had made in Bethel the
fifteenth day of the eighth month,
even in the month which he had
devised of his own heart; and
ordained a feast unto the children
of Israel: and he offered upon the
altar, and burnt incense.

CHAPTER 13

AND, behold, there came a man
of God out of Judah by the

word of the LORD unto Bethel: and
Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn
incense.

2  And he cried against the altar
in the word of the LORD, and said,
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O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD;
Behold, a child shall be born unto
the house of David, Josiah by
name; and upon thee shall he offer
the priests of the high places that
burn incense upon thee, and men’s
bones shall be burnt upon thee.

3  And he gave a sign the same
day, saying, This is the sign which
the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the
altar shall be rent, and the ashes
that are upon it shall be poured out.

4  And it came to pass, when
king Jeroboam heard the saying of
the man of God, which had cried
against the altar in Bethel, that he
put forth his hand from the altar,
saying, Lay hold on him. And his
hand, which he put forth against
him, dried up, so that he could not
pull it in again to him.

5  The altar also was rent, and
the ashes poured out from the
altar, according to the sign which
the man of God had given by the
word of the LORD.

6  And the king answered and
said unto the man of God, Intreat
now the face of the LORD thy God,
and pray for me, that my hand may
be restored me again. And the man
of God besought the LORD, and the
king’s hand was restored him
again, and became as it was before.

7  And the king said unto the
man of God, Come home with me,
and refresh thyself, and I will give
thee a reward.

8  And the man of God said unto
the king, If thou wilt give me half
thine house, I will not go in with
thee, neither will I eat bread nor
drink water in this place:

9  For so was it charged me by
the word of the LORD, saying, Eat
no bread, nor drink water, nor turn
again by the same way that thou
camest.

10  So he went another way, and
returned not by the way that he
came to Bethel.

11 ¶ Now there dwelt an old
prophet in Bethel; and his sons
came and told him all the works
that the man of God had done that
day in Bethel: the words which he
had spoken unto the king, them
they told also to their father.

12  And their father said unto
them, What way went he? For his
sons had seen what way the man of
God went, which came from Judah.

13  And he said unto his sons,
Saddle me the ass. So they saddled
him the ass: and he rode thereon,

14  And went after the man of
God, and found him sitting under
an oak: and he said unto him, Art
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thou the man of God that camest
from Judah? And he said, I am.

15  Then he said unto him, Come
home with me, and eat bread.

16  And he said, I may not return
with thee, nor go in with thee: nei-
ther will I eat bread nor drink
water with thee in this place:

17  For it was said to me by the
word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no
bread nor drink water there, nor
turn again to go by the way that
thou camest.

18  He said unto him, I am a
prophet also as thou art; and an
angel spake unto me by the word of
the LORD, saying, Bring him back
with thee into thine house, that he
may eat bread and drink water. But
he lied unto him.

19  So he went back with him,
and did eat bread in his house, and
drank water.

20 ¶ And it came to pass, as they
sat at the table, that the word of
the LORD came unto the prophet
that brought him back:

21  And he cried unto the man of
God that came from Judah, saying,
Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as
thou hast disobeyed the mouth of
the LORD, and hast not kept the
commandment which the LORD thy
God commanded thee,

22  But camest back, and hast
eaten bread and drunk water in the
place, of the which the LORD did say
to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no
water; thy carcase shall not come
unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.

23 ¶ And it came to pass, after
he had eaten bread, and after he
had drunk, that he saddled for him
the ass, to wit, for the prophet
whom he had brought back.

24  And when he was gone, a lion
met him by the way, and slew him:
and his carcase was cast in the way,
and the ass stood by it, the lion also
stood by the carcase.

25  And, behold, men passed by,
and saw the carcase cast in the
way, and the lion standing by the
carcase: and they came and told it
in the city where the old prophet
dwelt.

26  And when the prophet that
brought him back from the way
heard thereof, he said, It is the man
of God, who was disobedient unto
the word of the LORD: therefore the
LORD hath delivered him unto the
lion, which hath torn him, and slain
him, according to the word of the
LORD, which he spake unto him.

27  And he spake to his sons,
saying, Saddle me the ass. And
they saddled him.
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28  And he went and found his
carcase cast in the way, and the ass
and the lion standing by the car-
case: the lion had not eaten the car-
case, nor torn the ass.

29  And the prophet took up the
carcase of the man of God, and laid
it upon the ass, and brought it
back: and the old prophet came to
the city, to mourn and to bury him.

30  And he laid his carcase in his
own grave; and they mourned over
him, saying, Alas, my brother!

31  And it came to pass, after he
had buried him, that he spake to
his sons, saying, When I am dead,
then bury me in the sepulchre
wherein the man of God is buried;
lay my bones beside his bones:

32  For the saying which he cried
by the word of the LORD against the
altar in Bethel, and against all the
houses of the high places which are
in the cities of Samaria, shall sure-
ly come to pass.

33 ¶ After this thing Jeroboam
returned not from his evil way, but
made again of the lowest of the
people priests of the high places:
whosoever would, he consecrated
him, and he became one of the
priests of the high places.

34  And this thing became sin
unto the house of Jeroboam, even

to cut it off, and to destroy it from
off the face of the earth.

CHAPTER 14

AT that time Abijah the son of
Jeroboam fell sick.

2  And Jeroboam said to his wife,
Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thy-
self, that thou be not known to be
the wife of Jeroboam; and get thee
to Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah
the prophet, which told me that I
should be king over this people.

3  And take with thee ten loaves,
and cracknels, and a cruse of honey,
and go to him: he shall tell thee
what shall become of the child.

4  And Jeroboam’s wife did so,
and arose, and went to Shiloh, and
came to the house of Ahijah. But
Ahijah could not see; for his eyes
were set by reason of his age.

5 ¶ And the LORD said unto Ahi-
jah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam
cometh to ask a thing of thee for
her son; for he is sick: thus and
thus shalt thou say unto her: for it
shall be, when she cometh in, that
she shall feign herself to be another
woman.

6  And it was so, when Ahijah
heard the sound of her feet, as she
came in at the door, that he said,
Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam;
why feignest thou thyself to be
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another? for I am sent to thee with
heavy tidings.

7. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith
the LORD God of Israel, Forasmuch
as I exalted thee from among the
people, and made thee prince over
my people Israel,

8  And rent the kingdom away
from the house of David, and gave
it thee: and yet thou hast not been
as my servant David, who kept my
commandments, and who followed
me with all his heart, to do that
only which was right in mine eyes;

9  But hast done evil above all
that were before thee: for thou hast
gone and made thee other gods,
and molten images, to provoke me
to anger, and hast cast me behind
thy back:

10  Therefore, behold, I will
bring evil upon the house of Jer-
oboam, and will cut off from Jer-
oboam him that pisseth against the
wall, and him that is shut up and
left in Israel, and will take away
the remnant of the house of Jer-
oboam, as a man taketh away
dung, till it be all gone.

11  Him that dieth of Jeroboam
in the city shall the dogs eat; and
him that dieth in the field shall the
fowls of the air eat: for the LORD
hath spoken it.

12  Arise thou therefore, get thee
to thine own house: and when thy
feet enter into the city, the child
shall die.

13  And all Israel shall mourn for
him, and bury him: for he only of
Jeroboam shall come to the grave,
because in him there is found some
good thing toward the LORD God of
Israel in the house of Jeroboam.

14  Moreover the LORD shall
raise him up a king over Israel,
who shall cut off the house of Jer-
oboam that day: but what? even
now.

15  For the LORD shall smite
Israel, as a reed is shaken in the
water, and he shall root up Israel
out of this good land, which he gave
to their fathers, and shall scatter
them beyond the river, because
they have made their groves, pro-
voking the LORD to anger.

16  And he shall give Israel up
because of the sins of Jeroboam,
who did sin, and who made Israel
to sin.

17 ¶ And Jeroboam’s wife arose,
and departed, and came to Tirzah:
and when she came to the thresh-
old of the door, the child died;

18  And they buried him; and all
Israel mourned for him, according
to the word of the LORD, which he
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spake by the hand of his servant
Ahijah the prophet.

19  And the rest of the acts of
Jeroboam, how he warred, and how
he reigned, behold, they are written
in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel.

20  And the days which Jer-
oboam reigned were two and twen-
ty years: and he slept with his
fathers, and Nadab his son reigned
in his stead.

21 ¶ And Rehoboam the son of
Solomon reigned in Judah.
Rehoboam was forty and one years
old when he began to reign, and he
reigned seventeen years in
Jerusalem, the city which the LORD
did choose out of all the tribes of
Israel, to put his name there. And
his mother’s name was Naamah an
Ammonitess.

22  And Judah did evil in the sight
of the LORD, and they provoked him
to jealousy with their sins which
they had committed, above all that
their fathers had done.

23  For they also built them high
places, and images, and groves, on
every high hill, and under every
green tree.

24  And there were also
sodomites in the land: and they did
according to all the abominations of

the nations which the LORD cast
out before the children of Israel.

25 ¶ And it came to pass in the
fifth year of king Rehoboam, that
Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem:

26  And he took away the trea-
sures of the house of the LORD, and
the treasures of the king’s house;
he even took away all: and he took
away all the shields of gold which
Solomon had made.

27  And king Rehoboam made in
their stead brasen shields, and
committed them unto the hands of
the chief of the guard, which kept
the door of the king’s house.

28  And it was so, when the king
went into the house of the LORD, that
the guard bare them, and brought
them back into the guard chamber.

29 ¶ Now the rest of the acts of
Rehoboam, and all that he did, are
they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

30  And there was war between
Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their
days.

31  And Rehoboam slept with his
fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in the city of David. And his
mother’s name was Naamah an
Ammonitess. And Abijam his son
reigned in his stead.
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DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
These chapters record what could be called “the

beginning of the end,” for the glory of the nation of
Israel begins to fade just after the death of Solomon.
The Book of I Kings covers approximately 125 years
of history, 40 years of Solomon’s reign and about 85
years for the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah.
Only five kings reigned in Judah during that period,
while there were eight kings that reigned in Israel, all
of them wicked.

Chapters 12:1—14:20 record the divisions of the
kingdom. Solomon’s vast program of building and
expansion had brought fame and glory to the nation,
but the taxes were heavy upon the people. In his later
years, Solomon’s values had changed and he was
more interested in material wealth than spiritual
blessing (see Ecclesiastes 1:12—2:26).

We also read of Rehoboam’s folly in chapter 12.
He sought the wisdom of both the older leaders and
the younger men—then decided to follow the advice
of the younger men! In the latter part of the chapter
and continuing in chapter 13, Jeroboam became king
over the ten tribes. He failed to live up to his oppor-
tunities, for he led the ten tribes into idolatry.

Because of the sins of Solomon’s son, Rehoboam,
and later those of Jeroboam, God again judged Israel
(chapter 14:1-20). God is always faithful in judging
sin, no matter who the guilty party is.

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). When
godly kings were ruling Israel, God blessed His peo-
ple. When ungodly men reigned, God sent judgment
and defeat. How tragic it is to see this great nation,
called by the Lord, now declining in spiritual things
and turning away from the truth.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh
knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolish-
ness” (Proverbs 15:14).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 13
(found on page 11).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

YVONNE A. SMITH
DEBORAH KEY
SHARNISE JONES

HYMN FOR TODAY

IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY
by John Bowring, 1792-1872

The cross has been the most significant symbol of
the Christian faith throughout church history. It is
said that as many as 400 different forms or designs of
it have been used—among them the usual Latin
Cross, the Greek Cross, the Budded Cross. Regardless
of design, the symbol of the cross should always
remind us of the price that was paid by the eternal
God for man’s redemption. “In the Cross of Christ I
Glory” is generally considered one of the finest
hymns on this subject. It was written by John
Bowring, one of the most remarkable men of his day
as well as one of the greatest linguists who ever lived.
It is said that he could converse in over 100 different
languages before his death.

Some writers claim that John Bowring had visited
Macao, on the South Chinese Coast, and was much
impressed by the sight of a bronze cross towering on
the summit of the massive wall of what had formerly
been a great cathedral. This cathedral, originally built
by the early Portuguese colonists, overlooked the har-
bor and had been destroyed by a typhoon. Only one
wall, which was topped by the huge metal cross,
remained. This scene is said to have so impressed
Bowring that it eventually served as the inspiration
for this hymn text.

The writing of the tune for this hymn is also most
interesting. It was composed 24 years after Bowring’s
text by an American organist and choir leader of the
Central Baptist Church of Norwich, Connecticut. The
composer, Ithamar Conkey, was sorely disappointed
at one Sunday morning service when only one choir
member appeared, a faithful soprano by the name of
Mrs. Beriah Rathbun. Before the evening service Con-
key composed a new tune for this text and named it
after his one faithful choir member.

The preaching of the cross may be a foolish mes-
sage to many “but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18).

In the cross of Christ I glory, tow’ring o’er the wrecks of
time;
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sub-
lime.

When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive and
fears annoy,
never shall the cross forsake me: Lo! it glows with peace
and joy.



When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon
my way,
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster
to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are
sanctified;
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that thru all
time abide.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY

THE APPROXIMATE DATE OF THE FEAST OF
UNLEAVENED BREAD. Leviticus 23:6.

The unleavened bread symbolized the perfect
body of Jesus Christ. Leaven in the Bible is a symbol
of sin. Jesus’ body had no sin, hence, the unleavened
bread. This is why we use unleavened bread for the
Lord’s Supper. The bread represents the broken body
of Jesus. His body knew no sin.

1861
LINCOLN DECLARED OFFICIALLY A STATE OF
WAR IN THE CIVIL WAR.

The South has God’s people, and the North has
God’s people. There are hungry hearts in the South,
and there are hungry hearts in the North. I think
there is one Lord, one Devil, one salvation. All of us
have broken hearts, needs, burdens, heartaches.
Whether from the North or the South, let us continue
to mend our differences and pray for each other even
though we come from different backgrounds and
walks of life.

1912
THE TITANIC WAS SUNK.

1865
LINCOLN DIED AT 7:22 a.m.

He had been shot the day before and died on
April 15. Again our thoughts turn to the office of the
Presidency. Pray for the President today as he faces
many important decisions that will affect your life
and mine.

We should thank God for President Lincoln in
whose honor there is a memorial in Washington, D.C.
into which one could hardly pass with dry eyes.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
1863
LINCOLN ADMINISTRATION REJECTED
BLACK VOLUNTEERS.  For almost two years
straight black Americans fought for the right, as one
humorist put it, “to be kilt”.

1865
DEATH OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, Washington.

1959
AFRICAN FREEDOM DAY IS DECLARED at the
All-African People’s Conference in Accra, Ghana.

1960
STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING
COMMITTEE ORGANIZED by young activists at a
meeting on the Shaw University campus.
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MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 13 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

THE NEW CONVERT’S RESPONSIBILITY

(Assignment 13)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for the next seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scrip-
ture Reference, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning,” page
xiii near the front of this book.)

Be identified with his Lord in Baptism.
( ) Romans 6:4 (Acts 8:36; 16:33)
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life

Attend the Lord’s house every Lord’s day.
( ) Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Tell what great things the Lord hath done.
( ) Mark 5:19
Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.

Like Andrew, bring nearest kin to Jesus.
( ) John 1:41 (John 1:40, 42)
He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is,
being interpreted, the Christ.

Diligently study to meet new Master’s approval.
( ) 2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth.


