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CHAPTER 12

AND the LORD sent Nathan unto
David. And he came unto him,

and said unto him, There were two
men in one city; the one rich, and
the other poor.

2  The rich man had exceeding
many flocks and herds:

3  But the poor man had nothing,
save one little ewe lamb, which he
had bought and nourished up: and
it grew up together with him, and
with his children; it did eat of his
own meat, and drank of his own
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was
unto him as a daughter.

4  And there came a traveller
unto the rich man, and he spared
to take of his own flock and of his
own herd, to dress for the wayfar-
ing man that was come unto him;
but took the poor man’s lamb, and
dressed it for the man that was
come to him.

5  And David’s anger was greatly
kindled against the man; and he
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth,
the man that hath done this thing
shall surely die:

6  And he shall restore the lamb
fourfold, because he did this thing,
and because he had no pity.

7 ¶ And Nathan said to David,
Thou art the man. Thus saith the
LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee
king over Israel, and I delivered
thee out of the hand of Saul;

8  And I gave thee thy master’s
house, and thy master’s wives into
thy bosom, and gave thee the house
of Israel and of Judah; and if that
had been too little, I would more-
over have given unto thee such and
such things.

9  Wherefore hast thou despised
the commandment of the LORD, to
do evil in his sight? thou hast killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword,
and hast taken his wife to be thy
wife, and hast slain him with the
sword of the children of Ammon.

10  Now therefore the sword
shall never depart from thine
house; because thou hast despised
me, and hast taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.

11  Thus saith the LORD, Behold,
I will raise up evil against thee out
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of thine own house, and I will take
thy wives before thine eyes, and
give them unto thy neighbour, and
he shall lie with thy wives in the
sight of this sun.

12  For thou didst it secretly: but
I will do this thing before all Israel,
and before the sun.

13  And David said unto Nathan,
I have sinned against the LORD.
And Nathan said unto David, The
LORD also hath put away thy sin;
thou shalt not die.

14  Howbeit, because by this
deed thou hast given great occasion
to the enemies of the LORD to blas-
pheme, the child also that is born
unto thee shall surely die.

15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto
his house. And the LORD struck the
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto
David, and it was very sick.

16  David therefore besought
God for the child; and David fasted,
and went in, and lay all night upon
the earth.

17  And the elders of his house
arose, and went to him, to raise
him up from the earth: but he
would not, neither did he eat bread
with them.

18  And it came to pass on the
seventh day, that the child died.
And the servants of David feared to

tell him that the child was dead: for
they said, Behold, while the child
was yet alive, we spake unto him,
and he would not hearken unto our
voice: how will he then vex himself,
if we tell him that the child is
dead?

19  But when David saw that his
servants whispered, David per-
ceived that the child was dead:
therefore David said unto his ser-
vants, Is the child dead? And they
said, He is dead.

20  Then David arose from the
earth, and washed, and anointed
himself, and changed his apparel,
and came into the house of the
LORD, and worshipped: then he
came to his own house; and when
he required, they set bread before
him, and he did eat.

21  Then said his servants unto
him, What thing is this that thou
hast done? thou didst fast and
weep for the child, while it was
alive; but when the child was dead,
thou didst rise and eat bread.

22  And he said, While the child
was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for
I said, Who can tell whether GOD
will be gracious to me, that the
child may live?

23  But now he is dead, where-
fore should I fast? can I bring him
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back again? I shall go to him, but
he shall not return to me.

24 ¶ And David comforted
Bathsheba his wife, and went in
unto her, and lay with her: and she
bare a son, and he called his name
Solomon: and the LORD loved him.

25  And he sent by the hand of
Nathan the prophet; and he called
his name Jedidiah, because of the
LORD.

26 ¶ And Joab fought against
Rabbah of the children of Ammon,
and took the royal city.

27  And Joab sent messengers to
David, and said, I have fought
against Rabbah, and have taken
the city of waters.

28  Now therefore gather the rest
of the people together, and encamp
against the city, and take it: lest I
take the city, and it be called after
my name.

29  And David gathered all the
people together, and went to Rab-
bah, and fought against it, and took
it.

30  And he took their king’s
crown from off his head, the weight
whereof was a talent of gold with
the precious stones: and it was set
on David’s head. And he brought
forth the spoil of the city in great
abundance.

31  And he brought forth the peo-
ple that were therein, and put them
under saws, and under harrows of
iron, and under axes of iron, and
made them pass through the brick-
kiln: and thus did he unto all the
cities of the children of Ammon. So
David and all the people returned
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 13

AND it came to pass after this,
that Absalom the son of David

had a fair sister, whose name was
Tamar; and Amnon the son of
David loved her.

2  And Amnon was so vexed, that
he fell sick for his sister Tamar; for
she was a virgin; and Amnon
thought it hard for him to do any
thing to her.

3  But Amnon had a friend,
whose name was Jonadab, the son
of Shimeah David’s brother: and
Jonadab was a very subtil man.

4  And he said unto him, Why art
thou, being the king’s son, lean
from day to day? wilt thou not tell
me? And Amnon said unto him, I
love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s
sister.

5  And Jonadab said unto him,
Lay thee down on thy bed, and
make thyself sick: and when thy
father cometh to see thee, say unto
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him, I pray thee, let my sister
Tamar come, and give me meat,
and dress the meat in my sight,
that I may see it, and eat it at her
hand.

6 ¶ So Amnon lay down, and
made himself sick: and when the
king was come to see him, Amnon
said unto the king, I pray thee, let
Tamar my sister come, and make
me a couple of cakes in my sight,
that I may eat at her hand.

7  Then David sent home to
Tamar, saying, Go now to thy
brother Amnon’s house, and dress
him meat.

8  So Tamar went to her brother
Amnon’s house; and he was laid
down. And she took flour, and
kneaded it, and made cakes in his
sight, and did bake the cakes.

9  And she took a pan, and
poured them out before him; but he
refused to eat. And Amnon said,
Have out all men from me. And
they went out every man from him.

10  And Amnon said unto Tamar,
Bring the meat into the chamber,
that I may eat of thine hand. And
Tamar took the cakes which she
had made, and brought them into
the chamber to Amnon her brother.

11  And when she had brought
them unto him to eat, he took hold

of her, and said unto her, Come lie
with me, my sister.

12  And she answered him, Nay,
my brother, do not force me; for no
such thing ought to be done in
Israel: do not thou this folly.

13  And I, whither shall I cause
my shame to go? and as for thee,
thou shalt be as one of the fools in
Israel. Now therefore, I pray thee,
speak unto the king; for he will not
withhold me from thee.

14  Howbeit he would not hear-
ken unto her voice: but, being
stronger than she, forced her, and
lay with her.

15 ¶ Then Amnon hated her
exceedingly; so that the hatred
wherewith he hated her was
greater than the love wherewith he
had loved her. And Amnon said
unto her, Arise, be gone.

16  And she said unto him, There
is no cause: this evil in sending me
away is greater than the other that
thou didst unto me. But he would
not hearken unto her.

17  Then he called his servant
that ministered unto him, and said,
Put now this woman out from me,
and bolt the door after her.

18  And she had a garment of
divers colours upon her: for with
such robes were the king’s daugh-
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ters that were virgins apparelled.
Then his servant brought her out,
and bolted the door after her.

19 ¶ And Tamar put ashes on
her head, and rent her garment of
divers colours that was on her, and
laid her hand on her head, and
went on crying.

20  And Absalom her brother
said unto her, Hath Amnon thy
brother been with thee? but hold
now thy peace, my sister: he is thy
brother; regard not this thing. So
Tamar remained desolate in her
brother Absalom’s house.

21 ¶ But when king David heard
of all these things, he was very
wroth.

22  And Absalom spake unto his
brother Amnon neither good nor
bad: for Absalom hated Amnon,
because he had forced his sister
Tamar.

23 ¶ And it came to pass after
two full years, that Absalom had
sheepshearers in Baalhazor, which
is beside Ephraim: and Absalom
invited all the king’s sons.

24  And Absalom came to the
king, and said, Behold now, thy ser-
vant hath sheepshearers; let the
king, I beseech thee, and his ser-
vants go with thy servant.

25  And the king said to Absa-

lom, Nay, my son, let us not all now
go, lest we be chargeable unto thee.
And he pressed him: howbeit he
would not go, but blessed him.

26  Then said Absalom, If not, I
pray thee, let my brother Amnon go
with us. And the king said unto
him, Why should he go with thee?

27  But Absalom pressed him,
that he let Amnon and all the
king’s sons go with him.

28 ¶ Now Absalom had com-
manded his servants, saying, Mark
ye now when Amnon’s heart is
merry with wine, and when I say
unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill
him, fear not: have not I command-
ed you? be courageous, and be
valiant.

29  And the servants of Absalom
did unto Amnon as Absalom had
commanded. Then all the king’s
sons arose, and every man gat him
up upon his mule, and fled.

30 ¶ And it came to pass, while
they were in the way, that tidings
came to David, saying, Absalom
hath slain all the king’s sons, and
there is not one of them left.

31  Then the king arose, and tare
his garments, and lay on the earth;
and all his servants stood by with
their clothes rent.

32  And Jonadab, the son of
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Shimeah David’s brother, answered
and said, Let not my lord suppose
that they have slain all the young
men the king’s sons; for Amnon
only is dead: for by the appoint-
ment of Absalom this hath been
determined from the day that he
forced his sister Tamar.

33  Now therefore let not my lord
the king take the thing to his
heart, to think that all the king’s
sons are dead: for Amnon only is
dead.

34  But Absalom fled. And the
young man that kept the watch lift-
ed up his eyes, and looked, and,
behold, there came much people by
the way of the hill side behind him.

35  And Jonadab said unto the

king, Behold, the king’s sons come:
as thy servant said, so it is.

36  And it came to pass, as soon
as he had made an end of speaking,
that, behold, the king’s sons came,
and lifted up their voice and wept:
and the king also and all his ser-
vants wept very sore.

37 ¶ But Absalom fled, and went
to Talmai, the son of Ammihud,
king of Geshur. And David
mourned for his son every day.

38  So Absalom fled, and went to
Geshur, and was there three years.

39  And the soul of king David
longed to go forth unto Absalom:
for he was comforted concerning
Amnon, seeing he was dead.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
David could have defeated his temptation, for it is

not sin to be tempted. He could have recalled God’s
Word found in Exodus 20:14, “Thou shalt not commit
adultery,” but he yielded to the temptation. And the
sin of adultery led to the sin of murder. David cov-
ered these sins for at least a year before confessing
them. Psalms 32 and 51 give the accounts of David’s
life during the difficult period. He became weak and
sick physically; he lost his joy; he lost his witness; he
lost his power. He would never again have the power
God wanted him to have, for he did not follow God’s
will for his life. God gave David plenty of time to
make things right, but he persisted in hiding his sins.
God finally sent Nathan, not with a message of bless-
ing as in chapter 7, but with a message of conviction.
David admitted his sin and God was ready to forgive
him, but He could not prevent those sins from bring-
ing forth death. God’s grace forgives, but God’s gov-
ernment must allow a man to reap what he sows.
David had declared to Nathan, “He shall restore four-
fold,” so God accepted David’s sentence. The sword

never departed from David’s household. The baby
Bathsheba conceived died; Absalom killed Amnon,
who had ruined Tamar; and Joab killed Absalom
(chapter 18:9-17). Adonijah was slain by Benaiah.
David had said “fourfold.” Add to these trials the
awful ruin of Tamar, the shameful treatment of
David’s wives by Absalom, plus the rebellion of
Absalom, and you can see that David paid dearly for
a few moments of lust. He sowed lust and reaped the
same; he sowed murder and reaped murder.
Galatians 6:7 tells us, “For whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.”

It is sad to see that David had no disciplinary
influence in his own family. Chapter 13:21 tells us of
David’s anger, but we read nothing of his actions to
correct things. We see here how the sins of the father
have now affected the next generation of his family.
Not only that, but we again see a parent’s failure to
discipline his children. When children are not disci-
plined, they are bound for almost certain misfortune
in later years.



PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; nei-
ther decline from the words of my mouth” (Proverbs
4:5).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
Spend this month reviewing the previous 13 lessons.
For today, review Memory Verse Assignment 3 (found
on page 9).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

BONZELL HOLMES, SR.

HYMN FOR TODAY
I GAVE MY LIFE FOR THEE

by Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879
A vivid painting of Christ, wearing His crown of

thorns as He stands before Pilate and the mob, is dis-
played in the art museum of Dusseldorf, Germany.
Under the painting by Sternberg are the words, “This
have I done for thee; what hast thou done for Me?”
When Frances Havergal viewed the painting during a
visit to Germany, she was deeply moved. As she
gazed at it in tears, she scribbled down the lines of
this hymn text on a scrap of paper. After returning to
her home in England, she felt the poetry was so poor
that she tossed the lines into a stove. The scorched
scrap of paper amazingly floated out of the flames
and landed on the floor, where it was found by
Frances’ father, Rev. William Havergal, an Anglican
minister, a noted poet, and a church musician. He
encouraged her to preserve the poem by composing
the first melody for it. The present tune was com-
posed for this text by the noted American gospel
songwriter, Philip P. Bliss, and was first published in
1873.

When Christ cried out on the cross, “It is fin-
ished,” victory over sin was won. All that is required
of each of us is to personally appropriate that finished
work. To show our gratefulness, however, our
response should be, “Thank you, Lord, for giving your
life for me. Now I want to live for You and serve You
till the end of my days.” This was the reaction of Miss
Havergal, known as the “consecration poet,” whose
entire life was characterized by simple faith and spiri-
tual saintliness. In spite of frail health, she lived an
active life until her death at the age of 43. She wrote
many beautifully phrased hymn texts, including “Take
My Life and Let It Be” and “Like a River Glorious.”

I gave My life for thee; My precious blood I shed

that thou might’st ransomed be and quickened from the
dead;
I gave, I gave My life for thee—
what hast thou giv’n for Me?

I suffered much for thee, more than thy tongue can tell,
of bitt’rest agony to rescue thee from hell;
I’ve borne, I’ve borne it all for thee—
what hast thou borne for Me?

And I have brought to thee, down from My home above,
salvation full and free, my pardon and My love;
I bring, I bring rich gifts to thee—
what hast thou brought to Me?

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
2348 B.C.
THE APPROXIMATE DATE THAT THE ARK
RESTED ON MT. ARARAT.

1648
ELI YALE WAS BORN.

Some think his birthday to be April 5, 1645. At
any rate, he was the founder of Yale University. Pray
today for our universities, especially breathe a special
prayer for our Christian colleges and universities.

1856
THE BIRTHDAY OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.

Once again our attention is directed toward our
black brethren. Pray today for black people every-
where. Some of the greatest Christians and dearest
friends that I’ve ever met are blacks. What a joy to
hear them sing and hear them pray. Pray for our
black friends. Promise to witness to them.

1955
WINSTON CHURCHILL RESIGNED AS PRIME
MINISTER OF ENGLAND.

Those who lived through World War II will never
forget Mr. Churchill, his leadership, his dynamic, his
faith, and his courage which inspired the entire free
world. Let us thank God for his life and pray for those
in authority over us presently.

THE BIRTHDAY OF WILLIS ATHEY HYLES,
THE FATHER OF JACK HYLES.

Each year on this day, Dr. Hyles asks God to make
him a better soul winner and a better preacher.
Though his father was not overly pleased when he
heard that his son was going to be a preacher, he did
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say these words, “Son, if you’re going to be a preach-
er, be a good one.” I know of no one who would say
that Jack Hyles has not fulfilled his father’s advice.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1839
ROBERT SMALLS, CIVIL WAR HERO and Recon-
struction congressman, born in Beaufort, South Car-
olina.

1856
BOOKER TALIAFERRO WASHINGTON, EDUCA-
TOR, BORN A SLAVE in Hale’s Ford, Franklin
County, Virginia. He lived until 1915.

1976
FBI DOCUMENTS, RELEASED IN RESPONSE
TO A FREEDOM OF INFORMATION SUIT,
revealed that the government mounted an intensive
campaign against civil rights organizations in the six-
ties. In a letter dated August 25, 1967, the FBI said
the government operation, called COINTELPRO, was
designed “to expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit or
otherwise neutralize the activities of black nationlists,
hate-type groups, their leadership, spokesmen, mem-
bership and supporters, and to counter their propen-
sity for violence and civil disorders.”  A later telegram
specifically named the Student Nonviolent Coordinat-
ing Committee and the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference as organizations having “radical and
violence prone leaders, members and followers.”
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MEMORY VERSE ASSIGNMENT 3 (for review):

Please spend time reviewing these memory verses. If you have been completing the assignments in the
TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING, then you already have spent a week memorizing the Scriptures
below. Now it’s time to review!

NEW BIRTH THE ONLY ENTRANCE INTO GOD’S SPIRITUAL FAMILY

The Lost are:

BLIND, and cannot SEE.
( ) John 3:3
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, Verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he can-
not see the kingdom of God.

IGNORANT and cannot UNDERSTAND.
( ) John 3:4 (1 Cor. 1:18; 2:14)
Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into
his mother’s womb, and be born?

HELPLESS, and cannot ENTER.
( ) John 3:5
Jesus answered, Verily, Verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter into the kingdom of God.

SINFUL, and first birth is REJECTED.
( ) John 3:6 (Romans 8:8)
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

DEPRAVED and new birth is a MUST.
( ) John 3:7
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.


