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CHAPTER 2

AND it came to pass after this,
that David enquired of the

LORD, saying, Shall I go up into any
of the cities of Judah? And the
LORD said unto him, Go up. And
David said, Whither shall I go up?
And he said, Unto Hebron.

2  So David went up thither, and
his two wives also, Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess, and Abigail Nabal’s
wife the Carmelite.

3  And his men that were with
him did David bring up, every man
with his household: and they dwelt
in the cities of Hebron.

4  And the men of Judah came,
and there they anointed David king
over the house of Judah. And they
told David, saying, That the men of
Jabeshgilead were they that buried
Saul.

5 ¶ And David sent messengers
unto the men of Jabeshgilead, and
said unto them, Blessed be ye of the
LORD, that ye have shewed this
kindness unto your lord, even unto
Saul, and have buried him.

6  And now the LORD shew kind-

ness and truth unto you: and I also
will requite you this kindness,
because ye have done this thing.

7  Therefore now let your hands
be strengthened, and be ye valiant:
for your master Saul is dead, and
also the house of Judah have
anointed me king over them.

8 ¶ But Abner the son of Ner,
captain of Saul’s host, took Ish-
bosheth the son of Saul, and
brought him over to Mahanaim;

9  And made him king over
Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and
over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and
over Benjamin, and over all Israel.

10  Ishbosheth Saul’s son was
forty years old when he began to
reign over Israel, and reigned two
years. But the house of Judah fol-
lowed David.

11  And the time that David was
king in Hebron over the house of
Judah was seven years and six
months.

12 ¶ And Abner the son of Ner,
and the servants of Ishbosheth the
son of Saul, went out from
Mahanaim to Gibeon.
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13  And Joab the son of Zeruiah,
and the servants of David, went
out, and met together by the pool of
Gibeon: and they sat down, the one
on the one side of the pool, and the
other on the other side of the pool.

14  And Abner said to Joab, Let
the young men now arise, and play
before us. And Joab said, Let them
arise.

15  Then there arose and went
over by number twelve of Ben-
jamin, which pertained to Ish-
bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve
of the servants of David.

16  And they caught every one
his fellow by the head, and thrust
his sword in his fellow’s side; so
they fell down together: wherefore
that place was called Helkathhaz-
zurim, which is in Gibeon.

17  And there was a very sore
battle that day; and Abner was
beaten, and the men of Israel,
before the servants of David.

18 ¶ And there were three sons
of Zeruiah there, Joab, and Abishai,
and Asahel: and Asahel was as
light of foot as a wild roe.

19  And Asahel pursued after
Abner; and in going he turned not
to the right hand nor to the left
from following Abner.

20  Then Abner looked behind

him, and said, Art thou Asahel?
And he answered, I am.

21  And Abner said to him, Turn
thee aside to thy right hand or to
thy left, and lay thee hold on one of
the young men, and take thee his
armour. But Asahel would not turn
aside from following of him.

22  And Abner said again to Asa-
hel, Turn thee aside from following
me: wherefore should I smite thee to
the ground? how then should I hold
up my face to Joab thy brother?

23  Howbeit he refused to turn
aside: wherefore Abner with the
hinder end of the spear smote him
under the fifth rib, that the spear
came out behind him; and he fell
down there, and died in the same
place: and it came to pass, that as
many as came to the place where
Asahel fell down and died stood
still.

24  Joab also and Abishai pur-
sued after Abner: and the sun went
down when they were come to the
hill of Ammah, that lieth before
Giah by the way of the wilderness
of Gibeon.

25 ¶ And the children of Ben-
jamin gathered themselves togeth-
er after Abner, and became one
troop, and stood on the top of an
hill.
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26  Then Abner called to Joab,
and said, Shall the sword devour
for ever? knowest thou not that it
will be bitterness in the latter end?
how long shall it be then, ere thou
bid the people return from follow-
ing their brethren?

27  And Joab said, As God liveth,
unless thou hadst spoken, surely
then in the morning the people had
gone up every one from following
his brother.

28  So Joab blew a trumpet, and
all the people stood still, and pur-
sued after Israel no more, neither
fought they any more.

29  And Abner and his men
walked all that night through the
plain, and passed over Jordan, and
went through all Bithron, and they
came to Mahanaim.

30  And Joab returned from fol-
lowing Abner: and when he had
gathered all the people together,
there lacked of David’s servants
nineteen men and Asahel.

31  But the servants of David
had smitten of Benjamin, and of
Abner’s men, so that three hundred
and threescore men died.

32 ¶ And they took up Asahel,
and buried him in the sepulchre of
his father, which was in Bethle-
hem. And Joab and his men went

all night, and they came to Hebron
at break of day.

CHAPTER 3

NOW there was long war
between the house of Saul and

the house of David: but David
waxed stronger and stronger, and
the house of Saul waxed weaker
and weaker.

2 ¶ And unto David were sons
born in Hebron: and his firstborn
was Amnon, of Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess;

3  And his second, Chileab, of
Abigail the wife of Nabal the
Carmelite; and the third, Absalom
the son of Maacah the daughter of
Talmai king of Geshur;

4  And the fourth, Adonijah the
son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shep-
hatiah the son of Abital;

5  And the sixth, Ithream, by
Eglah David’s wife. These were
born to David in Hebron.

6 ¶ And it came to pass, while
there was war between the house of
Saul and the house of David, that
Abner made himself strong for the
house of Saul.

7. And Saul had a concubine,
whose name was Rizpah, the
daughter of Aiah: and Ishbosheth
said to Abner, Wherefore hast thou
gone in unto my father’s concubine?
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8  Then was Abner very wroth
for the words of Ishbosheth, and
said, Am I a dog’s head, which
against Judah do shew kindness
this day unto the house of Saul thy
father, to his brethren, and to his
friends, and have not delivered
thee into the hand of David, that
thou chargest me to day with a
fault concerning this woman?

9  So do God to Abner, and more
also, except, as the LORD hath
sworn to David, even so I do to him;

10  To translate the kingdom
from the house of Saul, and to set
up the throne of David over Israel
and over Judah, from Dan even to
Beersheba.

11  And he could not answer
Abner a word again, because he
feared him.

12 ¶ And Abner sent messengers
to David on his behalf, saying,
Whose is the land? saying also,
Make thy league with me, and,
behold, my hand shall be with thee,
to bring about all Israel unto thee.

13 ¶ And he said, Well; I will
make a league with thee: but one
thing I require of thee, that is,
Thou shalt not see my face, except
thou first bring Michal Saul’s
daughter, when thou comest to see
my face.

14  And David sent messengers
to Ishbosheth Saul’s son, saying,
Deliver me my wife Michal, which I
espoused to me for an hundred
foreskins of the Philistines.

15  And Ishbosheth sent, and
took her from her husband, even
from Phaltiel the son of Laish.

16  And her husband went with
her along weeping behind her to
Bahurim. Then said Abner unto
him, Go, return. And he returned.

17 ¶ And Abner had communica-
tion with the elders of Israel, say-
ing, Ye sought for David in times
past to be king over you:

18  Now then do it: for the LORD
hath spoken of David, saying, By
the hand of my servant David I will
save my people Israel out of the
hand of the Philistines, and out of
the hand of all their enemies.

19  And Abner also spake in the
ears of Benjamin: and Abner went
also to speak in the ears of David in
Hebron all that seemed good to
Israel, and that seemed good to the
whole house of Benjamin.

20  So Abner came to David to
Hebron, and twenty men with him.
And David made Abner and the
men that were with him a feast.

21  And Abner said unto David, I
will arise and go, and will gather
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all Israel unto my lord the king,
that they may make a league with
thee, and that thou mayest reign
over all that thine heart desireth.
And David sent Abner away; and
he went in peace.

22 ¶ And, behold, the servants of
David and Joab came from pursuing
a troop, and brought in a great spoil
with them: but Abner was not with
David in Hebron; for he had sent
him away, and he was gone in peace.

23  When Joab and all the host
that was with him were come, they
told Joab, saying, Abner the son of
Ner came to the king, and he hath
sent him away, and he is gone in
peace.

24  Then Joab came to the king,
and said, What hast thou done?
behold, Abner came unto thee; why
is it that thou hast sent him away,
and he is quite gone?

25  Thou knowest Abner the son
of Ner, that he came to deceive
thee, and to know thy going out
and thy coming in, and to know all
that thou doest.

26  And when Joab was come out
from David, he sent messengers
after Abner, which brought him
again from the well of Sirah: but
David knew it not.

27  And when Abner was

returned to Hebron, Joab took him
aside in the gate to speak with him
quietly, and smote him there under
the fifth rib, that he died, for the
blood of Asahel his brother.

28 ¶ And afterward when David
heard it, he said, I and my kingdom
are guiltless before the LORD for
ever from the blood of Abner the
son of Ner:

29  Let it rest on the head of
Joab, and on all his father’s house;
and let there not fail from the
house of Joab one that hath an
issue, or that is a leper, or that
leaneth on a staff, or that falleth on
the sword, or that lacketh bread.

30  So Joab and Abishai his
brother slew Abner, because he had
slain their brother Asahel at
Gibeon in the battle.

31 ¶ And David said to Joab, and
to all the people that were with
him, Rend your clothes, and gird
you with sackcloth, and mourn
before Abner. And king David him-
self followed the bier.

32  And they buried Abner in
Hebron: and the king lifted up his
voice, and wept at the grave of
Abner; and all the people wept.

33  And the king lamented over
Abner, and said, Died Abner as a
fool dieth?
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34  Thy hands were not bound,
nor thy feet put into fetters: as a
man falleth before wicked men, so
fellest thou. And all the people
wept again over him.

35  And when all the people
came to cause David to eat meat
while it was yet day, David sware,
saying, So do God to me, and more
also, if I taste bread, or ought else,
till the sun be down.

36  And all the people took notice
of it, and it pleased them: as what-
soever the king did pleased all the
people.

37  For all the people and all
Israel understood that day that it
was not of the king to slay Abner
the son of Ner.

38  And the king said unto his
servants, Know ye not that there is
a prince and a great man fallen
this day in Israel?

39  And I am this day weak,
though anointed king; and these
men the sons of Zeruiah be too hard
for me: the LORD shall reward the
doer of evil according to his wicked-
ness.

CHAPTER 4

AND when Saul’s son heard that
Abner was dead in Hebron, his

hands were feeble, and all the
Israelites were troubled.

2  And Saul’s son had two men
that were captains of bands: the
name of the one was Baanah, and
the name of the other Rechab, the
sons of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the
children of Benjamin: (for Beeroth
also was reckoned to Benjamin:

3  And the Beerothites fled to
Gittaim, and were sojourners there
until this day.)

4  And Jonathan, Saul’s son, had
a son that was lame of his feet. He
was five years old when the tidings
came of Saul and Jonathan out of
Jezreel, and his nurse took him up,
and fled: and it came to pass, as
she made haste to flee, that he fell,
and became lame. And his name
was Mephibosheth.

5  And the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah,
went, and came about the heat of
the day to the house of Ishbosheth,
who lay on a bed at noon.

6  And they came thither into the
midst of the house, as though they
would have fetched wheat; and
they smote him under the fifth rib:
and Rechab and Baanah his broth-
er escaped.

7  For when they came into the
house, he lay on his bed in his bed-
chamber, and they smote him, and
slew him, and beheaded him, and
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took his head, and gat them away
through the plain all night.

8  And they brought the head of
Ishbosheth unto David to Hebron,
and said to the king, Behold the
head of Ishbosheth the son of Saul
thine enemy, which sought thy life;
and the LORD hath avenged my lord
the king this day of Saul, and of his
seed.

9 ¶ And David answered Rechab
and Baanah his brother, the sons of
Rimmon the Beerothite, and said
unto them, As the LORD liveth, who
hath redeemed my soul out of all
adversity,

10  When one told me, saying,

Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to
have brought good tidings, I took
hold of him, and slew him in Zik-
lag, who thought that I would have
given him a reward for his tidings:

11  How much more, when
wicked men have slain a righteous
person in his own house upon his
bed? shall I not therefore now
require his blood of your hand, and
take you away from the earth?

12  And David commanded his
young men, and they slew them,
and cut off their hands and their
feet, and hanged them up over the
pool in Hebron. But they took the
head of Ishbosheth, and buried it in
the sepulchre of Abner in Hebron.

DEVOTIONAL COMMENTS
In today’s reading we see David’s struggle against

Saul’s family, and that his march to the throne was a
bloody one. His first reign was over his own tribe of
Judah and his headquarters were at Hebron.
However, Abner, the commander of Saul’s army, had
made Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, king over all the other
tribes of Israel, and had relocated the capital over the
Jordan River in Mahanaim. His purpose in this was to
protect himself and the new king from David’s men.
This action was in direct violation to God’s Word, for
Abner knew that David alone was to rule over Israel.
His rebellion caused him to murder Asahel, Joab’s
brother and a son of David’s half sister, and thus a
long war began between the two kings.

In chapter 3 Joab kills Abner to avenge his broth-
er’s death. He also committed several other murders
to protect David, and thus held unusual power over
the king. This will be more emphatically pointed out
in chapter 11 when he assists David in the murderous
plot against innocent Uriah.

Chapter 4 records the murder of Ish-bosheth. This
opened wide the way for David’s rule over the entire
nation of Israel. David did not approve of the method

the sons of Rimmon used to murder King Ish-bosheth,
and David had the murderers slain because of their
crime.

From today’s reading we again see the results of
the planning of men, rather than man following
God’s plan. Too often in our lives we do not wait on
the Lord, but move in our own wisdom. More often
than not the end results of such moves are tragic.
God’s Word tells us, “But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” Our daily
prayer should be, “Teach me, Lord, teach me, Lord, to
wait.” Mistakes of man can be prevented by following
God’s leadership.

PROVERB FOR TODAY
“Withhold not good from them to whom it is due,
when it is in the power of thine hand to do it”
(Proverbs 3:27).

TREASURE PATH TO SOUL WINNING
ASSIGNMENT 13: For today’s memory verses, fol-
low instructions on page 9.



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

ELVIRA YANCY
LINDA LEE

HYMN FOR TODAY

IN THE HOUR OF TRIAL
by James Montgomery, 1771-1854

Crisis situations are often the important pivital
points in our lives. Our response to these traumatic
times—the loss of a loved one, a change in employ-
ment, a mistratement by a trusted friend—will be the
foundation stones upon which our lives are built.
Maintaining the glow of our first love for God despite
all the stresses of life is a major concern. The third
stanza of this hymn teaches so well what our attitude
should be when difficulties come our way: A desire to
know what God is saying through the experience and
a willingness to cast our cares on Him.

This beloved hymn was written by one of Eng-
land’s foremost hymn writers, James Montgomery. It
was first published in 1853 with the title “Prayers on
a Pilgrimage.” The text is based on the incident of
Peter’s denial of his Lord in the courtyard of the high
priest (Mark 14:54,66-72).

“In the Hour of Trial” also teaches that believers,
like Peter, are capable of rebelling and straying from
the fellowship of their Lord. The Bible gives this
warning: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians
10:12). The antidote to sin’s allurements is the ability
to keep our minds centered on Christ and His
redemptive work for us. And like Peter, we can have
our fellowship with God restored when we return to
Him in brokenness and true humility. Peter’s remorse
was the start of his spiritual greatness. Like Peter, we
must let our pride and self-sufficiency become our
Christ confidence if our lives are to count for the
Lord.

In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me;
lest by base denial I depart from Thee:
When Thou seest me waver, with a look recall,
nor for fear or favor suffer me to fall.

With forbidden pleasures would this vain world charm,
or its sordid treasures spread to work me harm;
bring to my remembrance sad Gethsemane,
or, in darker semblance, cross-crown’d Calvary.

Should Thy mercy send me sorrow, toil, and woe,
or should pain attend me on my path below,
grant that I may never fail Thy hand to see;
grant that I may ever cast my care on Thee.

ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY
1792
THE UNITED STATES MINT WAS
ESTABLISHED IN PENNSYLVANIA.

1877
THE BIRTHDAY OF MORDECAI HAM.

Here was a great evangelist. He would go to a
town, preach in different areas of the city, and con-
clude that stay in the city by having a big, city-wide
revival. He would stay in one location for many
months, and would make a tremendous impact for
the cause of Christ. His life’s motto was “Love all
men, fear no man.” It was under his preaching that
evangelist Billy Graham was converted.

1934
THE APPROXIMATE DAY OF THE
ORDINATION OF DR. BILL DOWELL TO THE
MINISTRY.

Dr. Dowell had a miraculous ministry for many
years at the High Street Baptist Church in Springfield,
Missouri. He is a steadying influence in the Baptist
Bible Fellowship. He has been chairman of the faculty
at the Baptist Bible College in Springfield, Missouri,
and is considered as one of the best preachers in
America. My friend David Allison, professor of drama
at Liberty University, is married to his granddaughter.
Dr. Dowell certainly is worthy of our prayers. Let us
go beyond this, however, and pray for all of the
preachers in the Baptist Bible Fellowship, and for that
matter, all the faithful preachers everywhere who
proclaim the message of Jesus Christ.

ON THIS DATE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

1865
BLACK SOLDIERS OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH
CORPS were among the first Union soldiers to enter
Petersburg.

1984
COACH JOHN THOMPSON OF GEORGETOWN
UNIVERSITY becomes the first black coach to win
the NCAA basketball tournament
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MEMORY VERSE TOPIC:

THE NEW CONVERT’S RESPONSIBILITY

(Assignment 13)

Please recite all three components of each of these five verses aloud, five times each morning, and five
times each evening, for seven days. The three components of each verse are: Subject, Scripture Refer-
ence, and Scripture Text. (For more details, see “The Treasure Path to Soul Winning” link back on the
DailyKJV.com page.)

Be identified with his Lord in Baptism.
( ) Romans 6:4 (Acts 8:36; 16:33)
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Attend the Lord’s house every Lord’s day.
( ) Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Tell what great things the Lord hath done.
( ) Mark 5:19
Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.

Like Andrew, bring nearest kin to Jesus.
( ) John 1:41 (John 1:40, 42)
He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is,
being interpreted, the Christ.

Diligently study to meet new Master’s approval.
( ) 2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth.

The Treasure Path
to Soul Winning


